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Most  Barflies 
Say  Smoking 
Ban  Is  a  Drag 

By  Anne  Gates 

It’s  a  January  night  and  a  cold  drizzle 
is  falling  on  Charles,  who’s  huddled  out¬ 
side  Noe’s  Bar  at  24th  and  Church  with  a 
damp  cigarette  in  his  hand.  His  drink  sits 
on  the  bar  inside. 

“This  sucks,”  says  Charles,  with  a  rue¬ 
ful  smile. 

Poor  Charles.  It’s  no  fun  being  one  of 
America’s  Least  Wanted.  He’s  a  casualty 
of  Section  6405.5  of  the  California  Labor 
Code,  the  law  that  bans  smoking  in  places 
of  employment.  On  Jan.  1, 1998,  lighting 
up  in  a  bar  became  a  crime. 

How  are  other  bar  patrons  adjusting  to 
the  smoking  ban?  That’s  what  my  editor 
wanted  to  know.  I  was  curious,  too.  So  I 
set  out  on  a  tour  of  24th  Street  taverns.  It 
was  a  dark  and  stormy  night  (just  like 
every  other  night  in  January).  I  brought 
along  a  friend  for  companionship,  in  case 
the  bars  turned  out  to  be  empty. 

We  decided  to  restrict  our  investigation 
to  the  five  drinking  establishments  in 
“Downtown”  Noe  Valley.  No  brass  and 
glass  fern  bars  here,  no  slick  red-leather 
lounge  spots.  Just  your  basic  pool  tables. 

Behind  the  Yellow  Door 

All  Eyes  on 
24th  Street 
Complex 

By  Pat  Rose 

The  noise  of  jackhammers,  bulldozers, 
and  trucks  caused  by  the  construction  of 
a  new  retail/residential  complex  next  to 
Bell  Market  has  finally  stopped.  After 
more  than  a  year  of  maneuvering  through 
traffic  tie-ups  and  muddy  sidewalk  de¬ 
tours  around  the  site,  neighbors  and  mer¬ 
chants  alike  want  to  know  what’s  up  at 
3930  24th  St.,  where  the  pale-yellow 
building  stands  quiet  and  empty. 

The  four-story  building  includes  5,000 
square  feet  of  street-level  retail  space  along 
with  19  one-  and  two-bedroom  apart¬ 
ments  on  the  upper  levels.  According  to 
builder  and  owner  Joe  Cassidy,  of  Cas¬ 
sidy  Construction,  while  half  of  the  resi¬ 
dential  apartments  have  been  rented  out, 
he  has  yet  to  lease  any  of  the  retail  spaces. 

“We’ve  had  interest  from  lots  of  retail¬ 
ers  —  restaurants,  clothing  stores,  and 
shoe  stores,  but  I  think  there  are  enough 
of  those  kinds  of  stores  already  on  24th 
Street,”  Cassidy  said.  “We  don’t  want  to 
compete  with  existing  businesses.” 

While  that  sentiment  is  appreciated  by 
merchants  on  the  street,  there  is  concern 
that  Cassidy  might  put  one  large  tenant  in 
the  space  rather  than  three  or  four  smaller 
businesses. 

Continued  on  Page  7 


By  Denise  Minor 


Patrick  McGuire  at  Noe’s  on  Church  Street  doesn’t  appear  to  be  hazy  about  the  new  no-smoking  law.  But  patrons  at  several  other  Noe 
Valley  taverns  were  openly  flouting  the  ban  last  month.  phofo  by  Hajib  Joe  Hakim 


dartboards,  and  jukeboxes  to  go  with  your 
Red  Hook  or  Irish  coffee.  On  a  big  night, 
you  might  find  live  music  or  a  satellite 
broadcast  of  the  English  soccer  final.  These 


bars  are  the  definition  of  small  neighbor¬ 
hood  pubs,  friendly  and  enduring.  And 

Continued  on  Page  5 


Ministry 
Neighbors 
Still  on 


Antenna  Alert 


On  Feb.  I,  former  owner  Dino  Farmas  (left)  and  manager  Adam  Bousiakis  (in  white) 
bequeathed  the  popular  Noe  Valley  Pizza  Restaurant  to  Dennis  Vozaites  (center)  and  father 
Tony  Vozaites  (seated  at  right,  with  friend  George  Kouloulis).  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

The  Last  Suppers:  Pizza  to  Go 


By  Richard  Dodds 

A  trip  to  the  Noe  Valley  Pizza  Restau¬ 
rant  has  always  been  about  more  than 
pizza  and  pasta.  For  18  years,  the  couple 
who  owned  the  restaurant  at  24th  and 
Sanchez  streets  made  customers  feel  like 
a  part  of  the  family.  Now  that  family  has 
left  the  neighborhood. 

Dino  and  Maria  Farmas  served  their 
last  meal  as  owners  of  Noe  Valley  Pizza 
on  Jan.  31,  and  though  the  new  owners 
plan  to  keep  the  restaurant’s  name,  look, 
and  menu,  the  history  and  loyalties  that 
come  with  18  years  cannot  be  easily  du¬ 
plicated. 

“I  know  people  who  were  dating  when 


they  first  started  coming  here,  and  now 
their  kids  are  going  to  college,”  Maria 
said  one  evening  last  month  at  the  restau¬ 
rant.  “Our  customers  have  been  the  nicest 
people  to  deal  with.  I  hope  that  the  new 
owners  appreciate  these  nice  people.” 

Dennis  Vozaites  was  due  to  become  the 
new  proprietor  on  Feb.  1,  and  no  inter¬ 
ruption  in  service  was  expected.  “I  know 
a  lot  of  the  customers  like  it  as  it  is,”  said 
Vozaites,  whose  father  owns  the  building. 
“I  hope  to  keep  everybody  happy.” 

Meanwhile,  Dino  and  Maria  Farmas 
will  be  focusing  full-time  on  Bambino’s, 
an  Italian  restaurant  they  opened  five 

Continued  on  Page  13 


Neighbors  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
may  have  won  their  battle  to  keep  six  cel¬ 
lular  telephone  antennas  from  being  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  church  steeple.  But  they  say 
their  work  is  not  done. 

“We  plan  to  meet  with  Noe  Valley  mer¬ 
chants  and  let  them  know  that  we  strongly 
oppose  these  antennas  going  in  anywhere 
in  the  neighborhood,  not  just  the  Min¬ 
istry,”  said  Elizabeth  Street  resident  Judy 
Irving  in  mid-January. 

Irving  is  a  member  of  Noe  Valley  Fam¬ 
ilies  Against  the  Antennas,  a  group  that 
organized  in  September  to  fight  an  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  Ministry  and  two  mo¬ 
bile  phone  companies:  Pac  Bell  Mobile 
Services  and  Cellular  One.  They  wrote 
letters  to  city  officials,  picketed  the  Min¬ 
istry  every  Sunday  for  two  months,  and 
collected  about  880  petition  signatures. 

The  group  also  collected  data  from  sci¬ 
entists  around  the  world  that  indicated 
there  might  be  health  hazards  caused  by 
electromagnetic  radiation  from  cell 
phone  antennas. 

In  early  December  both  companies 
withdrew  their  applications  to  install  an¬ 
tennas  on  the  church  roof.  The  Ministry 
is  located  at  1021  Sanchez  St.,  between 
Elizabeth  and  23rd  streets. 

“We  have  to  respect  the  feelings  of  the 
neighborhood,”  said  David  Hatch,  prop¬ 
erty  development  manager  at  Cellular 

Continued  on  Page  9 
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Need  New 
Carpets? 

SHOPPING  FOR  A  NEW  CARPET  CAN  BE 
like  shopping  for  a  new  car.  There 
are  many  to  choose  from,  it  costs  a 
good  amount  of  money,  and  the  sales¬ 
people  can  be  somew'hat  aggressive. 
And  beyond  those  issues,  are  you  buy¬ 
ing  whatever  the  carpet  retailer  hap¬ 
pens  to  have  in  stock  that  week? 

"We  do  things  somewhat  different¬ 
ly,"  says  Alex  Milgram  of  A&G  Carpet 
Services.  "Our  company  is  coming 
from  a  background  of  cleaning  and 
repairing  carpeting  in  people's  homes 
for  over  25  years.  There  are  many  vari¬ 
eties  of  carpets,"  he  continues.  "What 
works  on  the  stairs  in  the  house  with 
two  professional  adults  will  not  work 
in  a  house  with  three  kids  and  a  dog" 
A&G  does  not  carry  inventory  and 
does  not  pay  the  overhead  of  a  retail 
store  or  a  sales  staff.  "We  will  come  to 
your  home  and  have  you  tell  us  your 
needs,  lifestyle,  and  budget.  We  will 
then  make  recommendations,  bring 
samples  to  you,  or  send  you  to  a  whole¬ 
sale  showroom  open  only  to  the  trade." 

A&G  uses  a  large  buying  organiza¬ 
tion.  ProSource,  as  its  main  supplier. 
Through  them,  A&G  has  access  to  all 
major  mills,  about  5,000  varieties  of  car- 
jxit  and  floor  covering,  and  gets  an  even 
further  savings  through  larger  volumes. 

"Your  satisfaction  with  the  whole 
carpet-buying  experience  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,"  says  Milgram. 
"You  see,  we  want  to  be  welcome  in 
your  home  to  service  the  carpet  years 
after  the  initial  sale." 

Alex  Milgram 

A&G  Company 
1-800-RUGS-911 
255-0687 

Advertisement 


Brotherly  Love  skills  learned  in  Noe  Valley  preschools  will  serve  these  boys  well  in  the  big  worlds  of  kindergarten  and  fir 
sociability  intact  (from  left  to  right),  Robin  Harris,  Tim  Crowley,  Richard  Naue,  and  Sam  Sontag  pose  for  a  last  “old  gang  of 
before  moving  on  to  different  schools  in  the  fall  of  1997.  pfjg^g 


Kids  All  Around 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE 

Araceli  “Chely"  Lozada.  director 

LICENSE  #  380506442 

•  Credentialed 

lb  jrW 

•  CPR  &  First  Aid  Certified 

•  Licensed 

li  '  l 

•  FT  &  PT  ! 

•  Nutritious  Meals 

•  2  Languages; 

English  &  Spanish 

824-2403 

TsychotfieTapy... 

a  safe  pCace  to  CT^pfore  painfwC memories,  reCationslup  iifficiUties, 
SCoc^d  creativity,  seCf-defeatiry  Befiavior,  fears  avk  aspirations. 
‘TBe  pools:  insip  fit,  Befiavior  cBanpe,  seCf-actuadizatlon. 


CeBafI{pse6uru  LwfitftM,  fWJ? 

(MFCC  #27325) 


(415)  239-1315  Affordable  sliding  scale 

23rd  near  Church,  in  Noe  Valley,  S.F.  •  Morning,  evening,  weekend  appointments 


Comprehensive  Medical  Care 
in  Your  Neighborhood 

Internal  Medicine  and  Family  Practice  Physicians  Serving  Noe  Valley,  Bernal  Heights,  &  the  Mission  Districts. 
All  doctors  board-certified  and  trained  at  the  University  of  California  or  Harvard  Medical  Schools. 


John  Cranshaw,  M.D. 
Internal  Medicine 

Angelica  Silverman,  M.D. 
Family  Practice 

Nicole  Lederman,  M.D. 
Family  Practice 

Sara  Syer,  M.S.,  PA.-C. 
Physician  Assistant 


550-0811 

1580  Valencia  Street  Suite  201  San  Francisco.  Call  for  an  appointnnent. 

We  accept  City  Flealth  Plan,  Medicare,  Aetna,  Blue  Cross,  Blue  Shield,  FlealthNet,  PruCare,  Cigna,  and  many  other  health  insurance  plans. 

Staff  speaks  Spanish,  Tagalog,  and  Russian. 

Serving  the  community  for  17  years  with  adult,  pediatric,  and  women^s  health  services. 
Members  of  Brown  and  Toland,  the  premier  medical  group  in  the  City, 

Please  mention  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Kenneth  Barnes,  M.D. 

Internal  Medicine 

Gary  Birnbaum,  M.D. 

Family  Practice 

Barbara  Bishop,  M.D. 

Family  Practice 

Thomas  Bodenheimer,  M.D. 

Internal  Medicine 
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4128  Twenty-Fourth  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

http:/ /www.bjdroubi.com 


The  Best  Properties 


(415)  550-1300 
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If 


The  Real 

Estate 

Corner 


with  Bill  Flanigan 

Keys  for  Moderate 
Incorrie  Buyers 

The  complex,  multi-faceted 
industry  of  residential  real 
estate  affects  our  lives  in 
numerous  ways.  Whether 
"real  estate"  means  home  or 
investment,  many  factors  must 
be  taken  into  account  in  order 
to  produce  a  smooth,  success¬ 
ful  transaction. 

Over  the  next  twelve 
months  I  will  explain  many 
aspects  of  today's  interesting 
marketplace.  I  will  explore  a 
wide  range  of  topics  from 
maximizing  your  profit  to 
obtaining  optimum  financing 
for  your  individual  situation. 

1  would  like  to  take  a  look  at 
re-financing,  investing,  buy¬ 
ing  "fixer  uppers"  and  a 
variety  of  other  topics  in  this 
column.  If  you  are  a  first-time 
buyer,  you  may  discover  that 
buying  a  home  is  more  within 
your  reach  than  you  may  have 
imagined. 

This  can  be  an  open  forum 
that  will  present  answers  to 
your  specific  questions  regard¬ 
ing  real  estate  in  San 
Francisco.  Please  feel  free  to 
call  or  write  me  with  any  real 
estate  matters,  or 
visit  me  on  the  web: 
BILLFLANIGAN@pacbell.net 
or 

http/ /www.zephyr- 

re.com/agents 

BILLFLANIGAN.html 
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XPERIENCE 

WHEN  YOU  NEED  IT 

415-333-3312 

ZEPHYR 

Advertisement 


Read  the  Fine  Print  on  Library 
Renovation 

Editor: 

Having  been,  along  with  numerous  col¬ 
leagues,  at  some  loggerheads  with  the 
San  Francisco  Library  Chief  of  Branches 
Marcia  Schneider  since  the  New  Main  Li¬ 
brary  ojyened  in  1996,  we  can  offer  some 
seasoned  advice  to  advocates  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  on  Jersey  Street  [“Demol¬ 
ish  the  Library?  Not  If  Local  Patrons 
Have  a  Say,”  December/January  Voice]. 

Get  the  following  guarantees  in  writ¬ 
ing  and  have  these  documents  certified  as 
binding  and  enforceable  by  an  indepen¬ 
dent  attorney: 

1)  That  Noe  Valley  residents  will  see 
full  and  complete  plans  of  any  proposed 
renovation — and  a  full-scale  model — be¬ 
fore  a  single  hammer  is  put  to  nail; 

2)  That  a  pre-move  inventory  of  the  Noe 
Valley  branch  holdings  (books  and  peri¬ 
odicals)  will  be  made  available  prior  to 
closure  of  the  building  for  renovation;  and 

3)  That  a  means  to  check  that  inventory 
will  be  made  available  once  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Library  is  reopened  (so  that  the  collec¬ 
tions  or  catalogs  aren’t  quietly  replaced 
by  computers  as  at  the  New  Main). 

If  the  public  had  won  these  guarantees 
in  writing  before  the  New  Main  Library 
at  the  Civic  Center  was  built,  the  planners 
and  builders  would  have  been  held  to  the 
standards  that  voters  intended  when  they 
passed  the  initial  bonds  in  1988  for  the 
New  Main  and  branches.  I  urge  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  residents  and  neighbors  to  leam  from 
our  New  Main  experiences  —  so  that 
these  tragedies  are  not,  sadly,  repeated  at 
your  very  special  Noe  Valley  branch. 

Walter  Biller 
Member,  Edith  Cedar  Group/ 
Library  Advocates,  San  Francisco 

Bench  Memorial  Not  a  Private 
Matter 

Editor: 

Below  are  two  quotes  from  the  “Ru¬ 
mors”  column  in  the  December/January 
Voice,  concerning  a  memorial  to  Audrey 
Rodgers  proposed  for  21st  and  Sanchez. 

“The  memorial  bench  was  supposed  to 
go  in  the  lO-by-30-foot  public  right  of 
way  on  the  west  side  of  Sanchez  near 


2 1  St.  Voice  readers  will  recall  that  the  now 
vacant  patch  of  land  is  actually  on  prop¬ 
erty  belonging  to  one  of  four  large  houses 
built  by  contractor  Seamus  McGee.” 

“At  year’s  end,  Monte  and  Louise 
Zweben  purchased  the  comer  house  (on 
whose  land  the  right  of  way  exists).” 

Parts  of  these  statements  are  false.  The 
land  in  question  belongs  to  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  and  is  classified 
as  undeveloped  sidewalk — -yes,  3 1 .5  feet 
wide  and  previously  (prior  to  construction 
of  McGee’s  houses)  about  12  feet  above 
street  level  at  the  highest  point.  From  all 
the  prior  writings  of  Mazook  about  the 
comer,  it  appears  that  the  author  has  never 
grasped  (or  accepted)  this  critical  fact,  which 
is  the  basis  for  much  of  the  concerns  of 
the  neighbors.  It  is  not  private  property; 
it  is  public  land.  If  it  is  to  be  accorded  the 
privilege  of  private  property,  it  must  be 
purchased  from  the  city  through  a  process 
known  as  vacating  land  by  the  city. 

While  I  support  the  Dolores  Heights 
Improvement  Club,  am  a  member,  have 
served  on  its  board,  and  believe  all  in  the 
neighborhood  should  be  members,  the 
tmth  of  the  matter  is  that  many  of  the 
neighbors  in  closest  proximity  to  the  site 
are  not  members  of  the  club. 

Additionally,  some  who  are  members 
were  not  at  the  meeting  when  the  bench 
project  was  endorsed.  Further,  notes 
taken  at  that  general  meeting  on  Sept.  25, 
1 996,  reflect  that  Janice  Bracken,  Audrey 
Rodgers’  daughter,  stated  that  the  space 
needed  for  the  memorial  bench  was  “a 
spot — -the  size  of  a  bench.” 

Well,  after  that  meeting,  the  “spot” 
grew,  but  no  further  proposal  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  general  membership.  The 
Zwebens  were  wise  to  have  done  their 
survey  of  the  neighbors. 

I  very  much  enjoy  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  but  your  “Rumors”  column  quite 
often  has  misstatements  of  facts  critical 
to  complete  understanding  of  the  issues. 
Because  the  column  looks  and  feels  like 
real  news,  I  fear  that  many  of  your  read¬ 
ers  may  take  it  all  as  facts. 

Charles  Freeman  Stamper 
Sanchez  Street 

Editor’s  Note:  Readers  should  check 
out  this  month’s  Rumors  column  on  pages 
50-57  for  a  resolution  of  the  bench  issue. 


We  Use  Kodak's  Best  Photographic  Paper 

•  Color  Film  Processing  -  One  Hour  Service 
•  Color  Enlargements,  Family  Portraits 

•  Copy  Old  Photos  &  Wedding  Photography 
•  Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 

•  Prints  from  Slides  and  Negatives 

Black  &  White  Developing 
Photo  Mugs  •  Photo  Tee  Shirts 
Keys  Made  •  Fax  Service 

4077  24th  Street  (next  to  the  Post  Office) 
(415)  824-7318  •  fax  (415)  824-0848 

Open  Monday  -  Friday  9  am  -  6:30  pm 
Sat.  10  am  -  6:30  pm  •  Sun.  10  am  -  5  pm 

Convenient  24  Hour  Film  Box  at  the  Front  Door 


People  Have  to  Create  Static 

Editor: 

Pastor  Joan  Huff  is  right:  “Everyone 
would  like  the  uproar  to  end.”  [See  “Two 
Sides  Are  Talking  in  Cell  Phone  Antenna 
Flap”  and  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  December  1997/January  1998.] 

But  it  may  not  end  as  long  as  our  per¬ 
sonal  and  community  rights  go  to  the 
highest  bidder.  Today  it’s  about  an  an¬ 
tenna  on  a  church.  Tomorrow  it  may  be 
about  who  has  the  right  to  use  marijuana. 

The  uproar  shoots  up  again  and  again 
over  education  and  health  care  and  a 
string  of  issues  that  could  take  us  all  the 
way  to  Kyoto  and  back  again.  It  may  con¬ 
tinue  until  we  face  the  fundamental  ques¬ 
tion:  Who’s  in  charge?  Is  it  the  people  or 
the  corporations? 

We  are  preceded  by  many  wise  men 
and  women  who  have  given  us  some 
clues.  There  was  William  O.  Douglas, 
professor  of  law  at  Columbia  and  Yale, 
member  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  many 
years,  and  writer  of  30  books.  Points  of 
Rebellion  is  a  concise  little  book  about  the 
struggle  for  individual  rights.  In  it  he 
says,  “The  dissent  we  wimess  is  a  protest 
against  the  belittling  of  man,  against  his 
debasement,  against  a  society  that  makes 
‘lawful’  the  exploitation  of  humans.” 

It  was  true  then,  and  it  is  true  today. 

L.E.  Partridge 
Neighborhood  resident 
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Some  Local  Bars 
Are  Hazy  on  the 
Smoking  Ban 

Continued  from  Page  I 

some  of  them  used  to  get  very  very  smoky. 

Still,  Noe  Valleons  are  generally  law- 
abiding  citizens.  Would  they  bow  to  Pro¬ 
hibition  and  extinguish  their  cigarettes? 
Or  start  a  speak -easy,  1998-style? 

Armed  with  a  notebook,  we  roamed 
from  one  end  of  the  main  drag  to  the 
other.  By  the  end  of  the  night  we  were 
stumbling  a  little.  It  was  a  tough  job,  but 
somebody  had  to  do  it. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  all  five  bars 
dutifully  displayed  their  shiny  new  “No 
Smoking”  signs  in  plain  sight.  And  all  of 
the  bartenders  said  their  establishments 
were  now  non-smoking.  Some  had  even 
removed  the  ashtrays. 

However,  only  one  bar  seemed  to  be 
cooperating  fully  with  the  smoking  ban. 
A  second  bar  was  trying  to  comply  with 
the  law,  with  middling  success.  A  third 
seemed  to  have  mixed  feelings  — and  a 
slightly  hazy  atmosphere.  But  a  couple  of 
bars  were  downright  scornful  of  the  ban, 
which  gave  us  sort  of  a  walk-on-the-wild- 
side  thrill.  (We  emphasize  that  this  was 
just  one  night  of  research.  We  wanted  to 
go  back  again  and  again,  but  we’ve  got 
day  jobs,  too.  Should  you  venture  into  a 
local  bar,  your  results  might  be  different.) 

Nearly  everyone  we  spoke  to  said  they 
wished  that  each  bar  could  decide 
whether  or  not  to  allow  smoking  on  the 
premises.  That  way,  the  customers  could 
pick  which  ones  to  patronize. 

At  one  pub  (which  will  remain  anony¬ 
mous),  there  was  a  sign  that  read:  “My 
customers  are  my  business  —  repeal  the 
smoking  ban.”  Many  patrons  here  seemed 
to  share  this  sentiment. 

“The  ban  is  an  infringement  on  our 
I  rights,”  said  Nate,  who  smokes.  “What 
will  they  be  taking  away  next?” 

“I  smoke  very  occasionally  so  I’d  like 
to  have  the  choice,”  agreed  Dave.  “Any 
given  bar  should  be  able  to  decide  either 
‘We  allow  smoking’  or  ‘We  don’t  allow 
smoking.’” 

Dave  wasn’t  smoking  as  he  said  this, 
but  nearly  everyone  else  around  us  was. 

“If  the  staff  at  the  bar  will  allow  it,  there 
should  be  smoking  permitted,”  said  Ann- 
marie,  another  smoker  against  the  ban. 

A  smaller  “Repeal  the  Smoking  Ban” 
sign  hung  at  the  Rat  &  Raven,  on  24th 
near  Castro.  But  here  the  air  was  clear. 


Nevertheless,  bartender  Storm  was  an¬ 
noyed.  “Everyone  is  unhappy  about  [the 
ban],”  she  said.  “Yes,  it’s  nicer,  it’s 
cleaner,  but  people  don’t  come  to  a  bar  to 
be  healthy.  I  knew  the  circumstances 
when  I  started  working  in  a  bar.” 

Storm’s  been  pouring  shots  at  the  Rat 
&  Raven  for  six  years,  and  now  she  feels 
like  she’s  caught  in  a  trap. 

“I  know  a  lot  of  people  want  to  have  a 
cigarette  with  their  beer,”  she  added. 
“Now  Pm  supposed  to  police  smokers  or 
the  bar  owner  gets  fined.” 

Enforcement  of  the  smoking  ban  is  a 
sticky  subject.  The  bar  owner  will  get  the 
citations  and  pay  the  fines  if  patrons  are 
smoking  in  the  bar  and  if  the  bar  staff 
can’t  convince  them  to  put  the  cigarettes 
out.  But  bartenders,  who  make  a  hefty 
portion  of  their  income  from  tips,  don’t 
like  to  police  their  customers.  And  the  bar 
owners  may  or  may  not  like  those  bar¬ 
tenders  who  fail  to  enforce  the  ban. 

One  bartender  on  our  tour  admitted  that 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  ban  cus¬ 
tomers  would  occasionally  sneak  ciga¬ 
rettes.  But  he  said  he  was  too  busy  to  track 
down  each  and  every  scofflaw. 

“Nobody’s  smoking  in  here  now... I 
think,”  he  said,  sniffing  the  air.  Then  a 
woman  lit  up  a  cigarette  a  few  stools 
away.  After  a  short  while,  he  asked  her  to 
take  her  smoke  outside,  and  she  complied. 

This  bartender  said  he  actually  liked  the 
smoking  ban,  but  he  added  that  he  was  so 
used  to  smelling  smoke  in  the  air,  it  might 
take  him  a  while  to  notice  infractions. 

Another  bartender  told  us,  “I’m  obli¬ 
gated  to  inform  the  patrons  of  the  statute. 
But  I’m  not  obligated  to  enforce  it.” 

Yet  another  said  emphatically,  “There’s 
no  smoking  here!”  Then  he  smiled  as  a 
cloud  of  cigarette  smoke  wafted  by. 

City  Carries  a  Big  Stick 

I  later  found  out  that  bars  which  permit 
smoking — or  which  can’t  keep  their  pa¬ 
trons  from  smoking — can  get  a  stiff  ticket 
from  the  city’s  Health  Department,  not  to 
mention  the  police. 

Thomas  Rivard,  senior  environmental 
health  inspector  for  the  San  Francisco  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Health,  said  all  bars  in 
the  city  would  be  inspected  twice  a  year 
to  see  if  they  were  complying  with  the  no¬ 
smoking  law.  However,  if  someone  made 
a  complaint,  they’d  send  an  inspector  to 
the  bar  within  five  working  days.  Night¬ 
time  inspections  required  special  arrange¬ 
ments,  but  they  could  happen,  too. 

The  first  violation  carries  a  fine  of  $76, 
which  is  meant  to  be  a  warning,  Rivard 
said.  Also,  the  bar  owner  would  have  to 
attend  a  public  hearing.  A  second  offense 
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could  cost  six  times  that  much. 

“Most  people,  after  the  first  visit  from 
the  health  in.spector,  come  into  compli¬ 
ance  very  quickly,”  .said  Rivard.  “We’ve 
been  trying  to  educate  people.” 

He  noted  that  Noe  Valley  was  doing 
pretty  well  on  the  complaint  front,  with 
just  two  (by  the  third  week  of  January). 
He  refused  to  say,  however,  which  local 
bar  or  bars  had  received  the  complaints. 
He  did  point  out,  though,  that  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  which  had  registered  the  most 
complaints  was  the  Outer  Sunset. 

The  chances  of  police  storming  a 
smoke-filled  bar  and  issuing  citations  to 
all  the  smokers  inside  are  remote,  but  it’s 
technically  possible,  Rivard  said.  “There 
are  additional  penalties  for  habitual  vio¬ 
lations,  where  there’s  been  no  genuine  ef¬ 
fort  to  implement  the  law.  If  necessary, 
we  will  bring  police  to  the  bar  and  ticket 
patrons,  and  we  can  and  will  bring  notice 
to  the  District  Attorney’s  office  for  pros¬ 
ecution  as  a  public  nuisance.” 

Rivard  went  on  to  say  that  the  only  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  smoking  ban  would  be  if 
the  bar  had  no  employees.  “That  means 
no  employees  at  all,  ever,”  he  said.  To  al¬ 
low  smoking,  the  owner  must  be  the  only 
one  working  in  the  bar,  or  everyone  work¬ 
ing  in  the  bar  must  be  an  owner.  “This  is 
a  labor  code  issue,  like  worker  safety.” 

So  far,  it’s  still  legal  to  smoke  outside, 
so  bars  that  have  an  outdoor  space  would 
seem  to  have  a  built-in  advantage  in  terms 
of  luring  smokers.  The  Rat  &  Raven  has 
a  small  back  yard  (but  it  closes  at  7  p.m.) 
and  the  Peaks  on  Castro  Street  has  a  cov¬ 
ered  rear  patio  where  patrons  can  smoke. 

Non-Smokers  May  Do  Less  Laundry 

Meanwhile,  back  to  that  drizzly  night 
on  the  town... 

At  all  five  bars,  my  friend  and  I  man¬ 
aged  to  find  at  least  one  or  two  non-smok¬ 
ers.  They  were  not  doing  victory  dances 
on  the  tables.  But  they  did  profess  a  pref¬ 
erence  for  clean  air. 


“There’s  something  about  people 
smoking  in  bars  that  made  the  bars  what 
they  were,  but  I  prefer  non-smoking 
bars,”  said  Chris,  a  former  smoker  sitting 
at  the  Rovers  Inn,  on  24th  near  Castro.  “I 
used  to  love  to  drink  and  smoke,  but  I 
don’t  like  the  idea  that  my  secondhand 
smoke  could  mess  up  your  life.” 

Diana,  at  the  Rat,  was  the  happiest  non- 
smoker  we  found.  “I  am  ecstatic  that  I  can 
wash  my  hair,  go  to  a  bar,  come  home,  and 
my  hair  still  smells  like  shampoo,”  she 
said.  Rich  echoed  this  comment,  as  did 
several  others.  “It  didn’t  bother  me  before 
that  people  smoked  in  bars,  but  this  is 
nice.  Tomorrow  my  clothes  won’t  smell 
like  smoke,”  he  said. 

However,  even  among  the  non-smok¬ 
ers,  there  were  a  few  who  thought  the  law 
unfair.  “I’m  not  a  smoker,  but  people  go 
to  bars  and  they  want  to  have  a  cigarette. 
It’s  a  matter  of  liberty,”  said  Drew,  while 
sipping  a  drink  at  the  Peaks.  Non-smoker 
Ellie  agreed.  “I  love  the  ban,  but  it  should 
be  the  bar’s  choice.  I  enjoy  the  non-smok¬ 
ing  atmo.sphere,  but  I  don’t  think  it  should 
be  mandated  by  the  state.” 

The  state,  as  it  turns  out,  might  not  pro¬ 
hibit  smoking  in  bars  if  a  drive  to  repeal 
the  ban  is  successful. 

But  as  we  paid  our  tab  and  left  the  last 
bar,  we  wondered  if  smoking  in  bars 
would  soon  become  a  distant  memory, 
like  smoking  by  the  office  water  cooler  or 
on  an  airplane. 

For  now,  those  who  won’t  or  can’t  give 
up  the  cigarette  habit  will  be  standing  out 
in  the  rain,  just  like  Charles.  □ 

Editor’s  Note:  A5  we  were  putting  this 
issue  to  bed,  the  State  Assembly  voted  to 
repeal  the  four-week-old  ban  on  smoking 
in  bars  and  casinos.  But  smokers  should 
not  leave  their  umbrellas  at  home  just  yet. 
The  measure  must  still  be  approved  by  the 
State  Senate  and  signed  by  the  governor. 
And  even  if  passed,  the  repeal  wouldn't  go 
into  effect  until  January  1999. 
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High  Rents  at  24th 
Street  Building 
Raise  Eyebrows 

Continued  from  Page  1 

Robert  Roddick,  president  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals  As¬ 
sociation,  said,  “Originally,  Cassidy 
promised  the  merchants  that  there  would 
be  three  to  five  stores”  in  the  complex. 
But  now  that  the  building  is  finished, 
Roddick  said,  Cassidy  has  been  ducking 
questions  about  how  many  shops  he  plans 
to  put  in. 

Roddick,  an  attorney  on  Castro  Street, 
added  that  the  merchants’  fears  were 
fanned  last  month  by  an  ad  running  in  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  classifieds 
which  offered  “up  to  5,000  square  feet  of 
retail  space”  for  rent  in  the  building. 

Several  other  24th  Street  shopkeepers 
also  grumbled  about  being  kept  in  the 
dark.  One  longtime  merchant,  who  asked 
not  to  be  identified,  said  that  after  two 
years  of  inquiries  Cassidy  had  never  re¬ 
turned  her  phone  calls  or  responded  to  her 
written  queries  about  renting  a  retail 
space  to  expand  her  business. 

When  asked  by  the  Voice  how  many  re¬ 
tailers  he  was  planning  to  put  in  the  space, 
Cassidy  replied,  “Three  or  four.”  In¬ 
formed  of  Cassidy’s  answer,  Roddick 
said,  “The  merchants  are  very  pleased  at 
his  response.” 

Cassidy  also  insisted  that  the  rumors 
flying  around  the  neighborhood  that  he 
might  rent  to  a  large  chain  store  like 
Blockbuster  Video  just  weren’t  true.  “We 
have  ruled  out  national  chains,”  he  said. 
“Most  large  chains  want  major  parking 
and  we  can’t  provide  that.” 

What  kind  of  stores  is  he  looking  for? 
“Something  different,”  Cassidy  said.  “It 
would  be  nice  to  see  a  computer  store  or 
perhaps  a  video  store  in  the  space.” 

Cassidy  said  he  planned  to  charge  three 
to  four  dollars  a  square  foot  for  the  retail 
spaces,  depending  on  the  tenant  im¬ 
provements  the  businesses  were  willing 
to  make.  Meanwhile,  he  expects  to  rent 
the  remaining  residential  apartments  in 
the  next  30  days,  even  though  the  build¬ 
ing  is  not  quite  finished. 

The  apartments  feature  high  ceilings, 
hardwood  floors,  designer  tile  bathrooms, 
private  decks  and  patios,  and  a  parking 
space  in  the  building’s  garage.  They  range 
in  price  from  $1,850  a  month  for  a  700- 
square-foot,  one-bedroom  live/work  loft, 
to  $3,500  for  a  1,300-square-foot,  two- 
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bedroom,  two-bath  flat  with  city  views. 

On  a  recent  weekend,  passersby 
stopped  to  study  a  description  of  the 
apartments  posted  on  the  front  door.  Most 
expressed  shock  and  dismay  at  the  prices. 

“This  is  outrageous,”  said  one  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  renter.  He  added  that  he  paid  $1,325 
a  month  for  three  bedrooms,  one  bath,  and 
“a  crazy  landlord.”  But  his  own  rent  now 
looked  like  a  bargain. 

A  woman  who  recently  relocated  to 
Noe  Valley  from  Philadelphia  was  also 
surprised  at  the  price.  “This  is  really  high. 
I’m  still  recovering  from  sticker  shock  for 
the  $1,800  a  month  three-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  I  just  rented.” 

One  of  the  building’s  new  tenants,  who 
was  moving  into  a  one-bedroom  loft,  later 
told  the  Voice  that  while  the  price  for  his 
new  apartment  was  high,  it  was  actually 
cheaper  than  some  of  the  other  spaces 
he’d  looked  at.  “I  had  to  leave  the  coun¬ 
try  seven  months  ago,  and  my  landlord 
wouldn’t  let  me  sublet  my  apartment  in 
lower  Pacific  Heights.  When  I  got  back, 
I  had  a  week  to  find  a  place,”  he  said.  “Be¬ 
lieve  me,  space  is  hard  to  find.”  □ 


Allison  Van  Norman 


PhoneliFax  -  AI5.86A.6SS8 


avn0w(o,(om  www.wco.com/'^dpmlllfi/ 


1298  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am- 6  pm 
Monday- Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 

jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


Mio  415  822  1057  home  4158264870 

fa  license  #  743772 


^  Noe  Valley’s 

Javor  1  re 

Lender 


„  N  ATAS  H  A  LOVAS 

PACIFIC  emUAWTEE  MIIIITB«I!f  rnRP _ 

nlovas@aol.coin  8T5.0777 


Zephyr  Celebrates 
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ZEPHYR 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  extends  heartfelt  thanks 
to  our  clients,  friends  and  neighbors  for 
helping  us  achieve  this  very  fulfilling  and 
hard-earned  milestone. 


We  are  delighted  to  announce  the  opening 
of  our  newest  office  at 

318  Brannan  Street. 

When  you  have  real  estate  needs,  turn  to 
Zephyr... we’ve  been  hard  at  work  for 

V 

twenty  years  and,  quite  frankly,  have 
become  experts  at  providing  the  highest 
quality  service  to  our  community. 


ZEPHYR  Real  Estate  4040  24th  Street  695  7707  /  4200  17th  Street  552  9500  /  318  Brannan  Street  905  0250  /  www.zephyr-re.com 
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Residents  Vow 
To  Block  All 
New  Antennas 

Continued  from  Page  I 

One.  “We  decided  that,  based  on  what 
we’d  been  hearing  from  the  neighbors,  it 
was  better  to  back  out.’’ 

Irving  paused  only  a  few  days  to  cele¬ 
brate,  then  began  planning  how  best  to 
move  the  battle  out  into  the  rest  of  the 
neighborhood.  “We’re  not  just  concerned 
about  our  little  area,”  she  said. 

In  late  December  she  sent  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Merchants  Association  a  press  kit 
with  articles  about  the  possible  health  ef¬ 
fects  of  cellular  telephone  antenna  emis¬ 
sions.  She  was  scheduled  to  speak  at  the 
group’s  Jan.  28  meeting. 

“I’m  going  to  tell  them  we  are  intent 
on  keeping  these  antennas  out  of  the 
neighborhood  and  I’m  going  to  ask  for 
their  support,”  said  Irving. 

She  said  she  realized  that  most  mer¬ 
chants  didn’t  own  the  buildings  in  which 
their  businesses  were  located,  but  that  she 
was  going  to  ask  the  merchants  to  contact 
her  organization  if  they  learned  that 
someone  had  entered  into  negotiations 
with  the  cell  phone  companies. 

The  Ministry,  meanwhile,  is  trying  to 
regroup  and  find  new  ways  to  make  up  for 
the  $29,000  the  church  was  to  receive  an¬ 
nually  for  renting  out  the  steeple. 

Interim  Pastor  Joan  Huff  said  she  was 
disappointed  that  Cellular  One  and  Pac 
Bell  had  bowed  out  of  the  deal,  particu¬ 
larly  after  the  church  weathered  months 
of  picketing  and  bad  publicity. 

But  she  said  the  Ministry  still  had  a  few 
options  for  taking  care  of  its  $60,000 
debt,  as  well  as  for  paying  for  work  on  the 
building  to  make  it  earthquakeproof  and 
wheelchair-accessible. 

The  first  priority,  however,  would  most 
likely  be  an  $80,000  electrical  rewiring 
job,  because  the  current  wiring  is  too  old 
to  be  safe.  “The  rewiring  was  to  be  an  up¬ 
front  gift  from  Pac  Bell,”  said  Huff.  “Even 
though  they’re  gone,  it  has  to  be  done.” 

As  for  the  debt.  Huff  said  help  might 
come  from  the  national  offices  of  the 
Presbytery.  “They  might  refinance  us  out 
of  the  debt,”  she  said. 

In  mid-January,  a  small  group  of  Min¬ 
istry  members  and  other  building  users 
met  to  hear  a  proposal  by  Peter  Gabel  of 
Elizabeth  Street  to  form  a  community 
board  to  help  run  the  building  as  a  non¬ 
profit  entity  separate  from  the  Ministry. 

Many  groups  and  individuals — such  as 
a  nursery  school,  a  senior  citizens  center, 
two  concert  series,  dance  classes,  and  a 
variety  of  12-step  groups — use  the  build¬ 
ing  for  nominal  fees.  Gabel  has  suggested 
that  the  building  is  a  community  resource 
for  which  the  40-member  congregation 
should  not  have  to  bear  full  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Additionally,  a  nonprofit 
community  center  could  apply  for  grants 
that  might  be  off  limits  to  churches. 

“It  could  be  a  beautiful  combination  of 
community  and  church  leadership  to 


share  responsibility  for  running  the  build¬ 
ing,”  said  Gabel. 

Gabel  is  president  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  College  and  has  considerable  expe¬ 
rience  in  forming  and  running  a  nonprofit 
agency. 

But  Gabel  said  he  received  a  lukewarm 
response  at  the  January  meeting.  “I  ar¬ 
rived  with  a  proposal  which  I  thought  I’d 
been  asked  to  present,”  he  said.  “I  felt  a 
little  puzzled  by  the  fact  that  neither  the 
minister  nor  any  of  the  Session  [the 
church’s  governing  body]  was  there.” 

Tim  Hart-Anderson,  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Presbytery,  was  at 
the  meeting  and  told  Gabel  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  was  highly  unusual. 

“The  only  person  at  the  meeting  speak¬ 
ing  with  some  authority  for  the  church  re¬ 
jected  the  idea,”  said  Gabel. 

Gabel  then  suggested  that  the  Ministry 
organize  “block  captains”  to  be  in  charge 
of  fundraising  for  the  church.  That  idea 
appeared  to  go  over  better  with  the  group, 
he  said. 

Gabel  brought  to  the  meeting  a  $1,000 
donation  from  neighbors,  and  he  said  he 
intended  to  keep  on  working  to  keep  the 
Ministry  solvent.  “The  Ministry  is  a  great 
community  resource,”  said  Gabel,  whose 
son  attends  the  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School 
at  the  Ministry.  “I  just  hope  we  can  come 
up  with  some  sort  of  collaborative  rela¬ 
tionship  between  it  and  the  neighbors.” 

Huff  said  that  the  Session  would  con¬ 


sider  Gabel’s  proposal  at  its  February 
meeting.  But  she  believes  that  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  leaning  against  giving  up  any 
control  of  the  building. 

“Turning  over  part  of  control  of  the 
church  would  be  highly  unusual,  particu¬ 
larly  since  the  church  has  adopted  a  mis¬ 
sion  statement  saying  that  the  congrega¬ 
tion  wants  to  grow  significantly  in  the 
next  five  years.” 

As  yet,  they  have  no  specific  ideas 
about  how  to  expand.  But  the  Session’s 
first  order  of  business  will  be  to  choose  a 
new  pastor,  said  Huff,  and  when  that  per¬ 
son  takes  the  Ministry  reins,  she  or  he  will 
begin  an  outreach  campaign. 

“We  are  realizing  that  the  surest  form 
of  funding  is  that  which  comes  from  our 
own  membership,”  said  Huff.  “The  con¬ 
gregation  raised  its  own  church  offering 
over  25  percent  from  1997  to  1998.” 

As  for  the  cellular  phone  companies, 
both  claim  they  have  nothing  in  the  works 
regarding  new  antenna  locations  in  our 
neighborhood. 

“At  the  present  time,  we’re  not  explor¬ 
ing  any  sites  in  Noe  Valley,”  said  Lynn 
Bunim  of  Pacific  Bell’s  External  Affairs 
Department.  “And  every  day  I  hear  from 
people  who  are  frustrated.  Last  night  a 
customer  called  and  said  she  couldn’t  use 
her  cell  phone  right  outside  her  home,” 
Bunim  added. 

Hatch  said  Cellular  One  had  no  new 
leads  either.  “We’re  back  to  square  one.” 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

City  Search. Com  /  SFO-Twin  Peaks  3392 

3392  24TH  ST. 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

City  Search.Com/SFO-Tiein  Peaks  1681 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  J9TH  STREET) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

We  redeent  any 
competitor's  coupon 

HOURS 

1 1AM  -  1 1PM  Sunday  through  Thursday 
1 1AM  -  midnight  Friday/Saturday 


I  S3  OFF  X-LRC  /  $2  OFF  IRC  /  Si  OFF  MED 

j  Minimum  Three  Toppings  Not  valid  with 
I  side  orders.  Please  mention  coupon  when 
I  ordering.  Offers  cannot  be  combined 


□ 


rolection 


THE 

WOODEN 

HEEL 


whether  your 
shoes  and  boots 
are  new  or 
worn,  adding 
thin,  durable, 
Vibram® 
Protective  Soles 
will  increase 
traction  on 
wet  and  dry 
pavement  and 
extend  the 
life  of  your 
footwear. 


Vibram  Authorized  Dealer 


Insist  on  Men's  and  Women's 
VIBRAM  PROTECTIVE  SOLES. 


THE  WOODEN  HEEL 

4071  24th  St.  SF  CA  94114 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  9  am-7  pm.  Sat.  9  am-5  pm 

824-9399 
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Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters™ 

SF’s  Premier  Hempstore 

3817  24'"  St.  at  Church  ©  826-HEMP  (4367) 


Headquarters  for  the 
1998  California  Hemp  Initiative. 

Get  Involved! 

JAt  we  recognize  tde  need  for  environment  aCCy 

and  sociaCCy  conscious  ^products  and  off er  a  comj>Cete 
Cine  of  cCotCiing,  Bags,  accessories  and  denis  wares  made 
from  demjy,  organic  cotton,  andotder  naturaC fiBers 

Mention  tAis  ad  and  Keceiue  10°/g  off-  ^owi  pmcha&e. 


"Hip”  --  S.F.  Examiner 
“Top  Ten  Bars”  --  S.F.  Bay  Guardian 
"Handsome  Interior”  --  S.F.  Examiner 


Full  Bar  /  Music  /  Local  Color 

3394-22nd  Street  at  Guerrero 
415-648-0109 


SINCE 

1976 

★★★★★★ 

Richard  Hippard 
Broker 

864-7800  ext  567 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

1 84 1  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

SPECIALIZINQ  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 
^  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  ^  MILANO:  Qrilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  '¥  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATINQ  OVER  90 

^  OPEN  7  DAYS:  7:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  Monday-Saturday  ^  7:30  a.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  Sunday  ^ 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Smoke  Gets  in 
Your  Eyes 

By  Ojficer  Lois  Perillo 

In  response  to  your  questions  about 
the  state’s  Smoke-Free  Workplace  Law, 
which  was  extended  to  bars  on  Jan.  1, 
here  are  some  answers  culled  from  the 
California  Labor  Code,  No.  6405.5. 

First  of  all,  the  exact  wording  of  the 
statute  is:  “No  employee  shall  knowingly 
or  intentionally  permit,  and  no  person 
shall  engage  in,  the  smoking  of  tobacco 
products  in  an  enclosed  space  at  a  place 
of  employment.” 

But  be  aware  of  these  facts: 

Private  clubs  are  not  exempt. 

The  small  business  exemption  does 
not  permit  smoking  in  bars  and  taverns. 

The  physical  size  of  the  workplace 
is  irrelevant. 

Using  volunteers  as  servers  will  not 
exempt  a  workplace  from  compliance. 

e>  The  number  of  workplace  employ¬ 
ees  present  or  not  present  is  irrelevant.  As 
long  as  an  owner  employs  one  employee, 
whether  or  not  the  employee  is  present, 
the  owner  must  maintain  a  smoke-free  en¬ 
vironment. 

S’  At  present,  owner  installation  of  an 
interior  ventilation  system  will  not  permit 
smoking  inside  the  workplace. 

S’  The  business  owner/manager  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  removing  all  ashtrays,  post¬ 
ing  signs  at  all  entrances  informing  cus¬ 
tomers  that  smoking  is  forbidden,  and 
advising  anyone  smoking  within  the 
workplace  that  state  law  provides  for  a 
smoke-free  environment. 

The  first  violation  may  result  in  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $100,  the  second  climbs  to 
$200,  and  any  subsequent  violation 
within  one  year  may  go  up  to  $500.  The 
city’s  police  and  health  departments  are 
currently  charged  with  enforcement,  but 
only  on  a  complaint  basis.  All  reports  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Control  Bureau.  Our  local  tobacco  con¬ 
trol  project  director  is  Alyonik  Hrushow 
of  the  Department  of  Health,  1540  Mar¬ 
ket  St.,  Room  250,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94102.  His  number  is  554-9151. 

According  to  sources  in  the  SFPD  le¬ 
gal  office,  the  state  has  funded  an  inves¬ 
tigative  arm  that  will  provide  undercover 
agents  to  look  into  reports  of  violations. 

More  Legal  Stuff 

Here  are  some  changes  in  other  laws, 
effective  this  year: 

»  A  mother  may  now  breastfeed  her 
child  in  any  location,  public  or  private 
(except  the  private  home  or  residence  of 
another)  where  the  mother  and  child  are 
authorized  to  be  present. 

A  peace  officer  may  remove  a  vehi¬ 
cle,  upon  complaint,  if  an  alarm  device  or 
horn  has  been  activated,  whether  contin¬ 
uously  or  intermittently,  and  the  officer  is 
unable  to  locate  the  owner  and  silence  the 
alarm  within  20  minutes. 

e-  So-called  “identity  theft” — the  use 
of  the  name,  address,  telephone  number, 
driver’s  license  number,  social  security 
number,  place  of  employment,  mother’s 
maiden  name,  or  credit  card  number  with¬ 
out  authorization — is  now  a  crime. 

^  Police  can  now  give  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  restraining  orders  priority  over 
other  types  of  court  orders,  such  as  those 
giving  a  parent  his  or  her  child  visitation 
rights.  In  addition,  police  officers  are  now 
allowed  to  obtain  restraining  orders  in 
stalking  cases. 


The  state  has  increased  the  penalties 
for  victim/witness  intimidation. 

My  thanks  to  Officer  Michael  Paganini, 
who  compiled  the  above  information  with 
the  help  of  West’s  California  Legislative 
Service. 

Witnesses  Come  to  the  Rescue 

The  months  of  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber  each  saw  three  reported  robberies 
within  my  Noe  Valley  area. 

On  Nov.  1 3,  an  older  woman  living  on 
the  1000  block  of  Sanchez  Street  was 
robbed  and  assaulted  by  a  30-year-old 
man  who  had  gained  entry  to  her  home  by 
claiming  to  be  a  massage  therapist.  The 
assault  was  classified  as  sexual  because 
the  suspect,  under  the  guise  of  doing  mas¬ 
sage,  touched  the  woman.  He  also  took  a 
small  amount  of  money  before  leaving.  The 
man  was  identified  as  a  former  driver  for 
an  elder  care  home.  He  was  also  on  pa¬ 
role.  The  good  news  was:  on  Nov.  20  he 
was  arrested  and  returned  to  state  prison. 

Another  ray  of  sunlight  in  November 
was  that  many  people  in  the  community 
came  to  the  aid  of  a  60-year-old  woman 
whose  purse  was  stolen  on  the  700  block 
of  Douglass  Street. 

The  purse  snatch  occurred  on  Nov.  17 
at  about  1:30  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
wimessed  by  a  man  driving  his  car  on 
Douglass  Street.  A  letter  carrier,  deliver¬ 
ing  mail  nearby,  also  heard  the  woman’s 
screams  and  yelled  at  the  fleeing  suspect 
to  drop  the  purse.  The  suspect  complied, 
and  the  mail  carrier  retrieved  and  re¬ 
turned  the  purse  to  the  woman. 

With  the  witness  driver  in  pursuit,  the 
suspect  then  took  off  on  foot  north  on 
Douglass,  west  on  23rd,  back  down  to 
Douglass,  and  finally  south  to  Elizabeth 
Street,  where,  according  to  another  wit¬ 
ness,  he  ran  toward  an  accomplice  car — 
a  blue  Toyota  3MAR550  —  facing  west 
on  Elizabeth.  The  suspect  sat  on  the  car’s 
hood,  apparently  to  cover  the  front  li¬ 
cense  plate,  as  the  vehicle  backed  east¬ 
ward  down  Elizabeth.  When  the  getaway 
car  reached  Diamond  Street,  the  suspect 
jumped  inside  it  through  a  window,  and 
the  accomplices  sped  away  north  on  Di¬ 
amond  to  21st  Street,  eventually  losing 
their  pursuers. 

Meanwf^le,  the  mail  carrier  had  noted 
the  car’s  license  plate  prior  to  the  purse 
snatch,  and  relayed  this  information  to 
police.  The  targeted  woman  left  the  scene 
before  the  police  arrived,  however,  and 
her  identity  remained  unknown  last 
month.  Anyone  with  information  should 
contact  the  Robbery  Detail  at  553-1201. 

In  another  incident,  on  Nov.  1 9  at  about 
1 1  p.m.,  a  23-year-old  man  was  robbed  of 
his  hat  and  jacket  while  at  the  comer  of 
24th  and  Vicksburg  streets.  His  assailant 
brandished  a  switchblade,  then  fled  in  a 
red  Toyota  Celica  145WRC.  (A  person 
who  was  driving  by  at  the  time  saw  the 
robbery  and  jotted  down  the  license  num¬ 
ber.)  The  responding  officers,  Martha 
Juarez  and  Elena  Teper,  have  identified 
the  Toyota’s  driver  through  DMV  and  po¬ 
lice  criminal  records  and  have  put  to¬ 
gether  a  photo  lineup.  Unfortunately,  they 
have  been  unable  to  contact  the  targeted 
man  to  ask  him  to  view  the  photos. 

2  Muggings  and  a  ‘Till  Tap’ 

An  intoxicated  man  reported  that  he 
was  robbed  while  walking  at  Noe  and 
24th  streets  on  Dec.  7  at  3:25  a. m.,  by  a 
25-year-old  man  who  approached  him 
from  behind  and  stuck  a  hard  object  into 
the  small  of  his  back.  After  demanding 
and  getting  money,  the  suspect  fled  west 
on  24th  Street. 

A  nail  salon  on  Vicksburg  Street  was 
the  site  of  a  “till  tap”  (the  sneaky  theft  of 
money  from  an  opened  cash  register)  that 
became  a  robbery /assault  after  the  worker 
confronted  the  suspect  and  the  suspect  as¬ 
saulted  the  worker  before  fleeing  with  the 
money.  The  incident  happened  Dec.  9  at 
7:30  p.m.,  and  the  worker  recognized  the 


suspect  as  a  former  customer. 

A  week  later,  an  88-year-old  woman 
came  to  Mission  Station  to  report  that  she 
was  mugged  while  standing  on  the  comer 
of  22nd  and  Dolores  on  Dec.  1 5  at  around 
4  p.m.  Her  attacker  was  a  “tall,  thin  man” 
who  struck  her  and  threw  her  to  the 
ground,  causing  bmising  to  her  shoulder. 
He  then  fled  with  her  money  and  jewelry. 

In  mid-January,  there  were  still  no  ar¬ 
rests  in  these  three  cases. 

D.A.  Dismisses  3  Out  of  4 

The  35 -year-old  man  arrested  for  bur¬ 
glarizing  a  home  on  the  700  block  of 
Sanchez  Street  on  Aug.  9,  1997,  pled 
guilty  and  was  sentenced  on  Dec.  10  to 
two  years  in  state  prison. 

The  case  against  a  5 1  -year-old  man  ar¬ 
rested  last  October  on  charges  of  cmelty 

Continued  on  Next  Page 
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Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


c;hef's  choice  oe  sushi 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  ® 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 
•FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 
•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


'  Inspect  master  v 
cylinder,  wheel 
cylinder,  hoses  and'  ^ 
caliper  < 

•  Brake  performance 


road  test 
'  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


St' 


Pads  &  Shoes  NV 
GUARAKTEED  FOR  LIFE! 

FROM 

tjess- 


Turn  Drums  &  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  wheel  Drive  Included 

New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  A  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  yr,  30,000  mi.  on  Parts  1  yr,  12,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  bearing 
Pilot  bearing  t 
Deglaze  flywheel 
Lubricate  transmission  spline 


'  Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 
'  Check  hydraulic  system 
'  Check  front  axle  &  drive  shaft 
'Adjust  linkage  or  cable 
■  Check  transmission  fluid  level 
■Road  test  •Safely  check 


a£|)jicabl_ejum  fl^]ieel_eirtra. 


TIMING  BELT  EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt  If  you  have  60,000  miles 
or  more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage.  start  From 

Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


•  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals 

•  Inspect  Fan  Belts 

•  Check  Ignition  Timing 


6, 8  cylinders. 
Power  Steering, 
Air  Conditioning 


•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks '  cost  extra'  °  camX“^ 


H29 


95’ 


NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE^ 


‘15 


95 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•Drain  Oil  &  Refill  UpToSQtsof 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  RIter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmis¬ 
sion,  Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze 

&  Windshield  Washer,  Battery  Water, 
Brake  Fluids  •  Check  Air  RIter,  Betts  & 
Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


Most  cats  &  light  trud®  Waste  disposal  lee  nduded 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 

$9995“ 


NV 


Fuel  Inj.,  valve  adj. 
extra  if  required 


Cars  & 
light  trucks 

most  4-cyl  cars.  Ll  trucks 

Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  •  Install  New  Air 
RIter  •  Install  New  Fuel  RIter  •  Install  PCV  Valve*  •  Install  New 
Cranckcase  RIter*  •  Install  New  Oil  RIter  •  Change  Oil  Up  to  5 
Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  0«  Ruids  as  Need¬ 
ed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axle,  Clutch  Hydraulic,  Differ¬ 
ential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze.  Battery, 

Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  Required  •  Adjust  Drive 
Belts  Tension  if  Required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if 
Required  •  Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  & 

Adjust  Brakes*  •  Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect 
Exhaust  System  •  Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust 
Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check  Charging  System  •  Check  Starting 
System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Reguest*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure 
Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 

*  *  &cyL  tud  n|K»on  piaonumpkigs.  4x4  Some  models  reguve  value  ad|usiments  to  conipieteservia  at  ndn  cos) 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment «  16  Lifts  tor  Fast  Service  •  We’ll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“  Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982” 


431-3700 

740  VALENCIA  ST.  (Between  18lh  A  19th,  Near  BART  A  MUNI) 
Mon.-Fri.  7:30am-7:30pm  •  Sal.  8am-7pm  _ 


!SI 


'We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair  properly. 
Cost  may  be  substantia!.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  pnce.  Must  present  each  coupon  when  service 
order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 
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★  ★  ★  ★ 

FOUR  STAR 
VIDEOS 

Featuring  the  best  in  Home  Entertainment 

in  Bernal  Heights 


Foreign 
Family 
Cult-Animation 
Local  Filmakers 
Gay-Lesbian  Movies 
Adult 


We  Special  Order 

VCRs  &  Game 

Systems  for  Rent 

• 

Previously 

Viewed 

Videos  for  Sale 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

to  a  dependent  adult  has  been  dismissed. 
The  district  attorney’s  office  stated  it  was 
“unable  to  sustain  the  burden  of  proof.’’ 

Another  case — this  one  against  a  35- 
year-old  man  booked  last  August  on 
charges  of  cohabitee  abuse  and  vandalism 
to  phone  lines  —  was  dismissed  for  the 
same  reason. 

A  man  I  arrested  for  shoplifting  from 
the  Just  for  Fun  gift  store  on  Dec.  3  was 
not  rebooked.  The  case  was  dismissed  “in 
the  interest  of  justice.” 

Was  Holiday  Shopping  Safer? 

Did  you  see  a  few  more  police  officers 
walking  the  beat  along  24th  Street  during 
the  holiday  season?  They  were  part  of  Po¬ 
lice  Chief  Lau’s  and  Commander  Santos’ 
Safe  Shopper  Program,  which  officers 
were  able  to  sign  up  for  on  a  four-hour 
overtime  basis.  My  statistics  showed  a 
decrease  in  reported  thefts  during  that  pe¬ 


riod.  Let  my  bosses  at  the  SFPD  know 
your  thoughts  about  the  program. 

News  Flash:  In  late  January,  a  Voice 
staffer  who  lives  near  30th  Street  reported 
that  he  was  the  victim  of  a  scam.  A  door- 
to-door  solicitor,  who  claimed  to  be  a 
neighbor,  asked  for  a  donation  to  support 
a  girls  soccer  team.  The  con  artist  then  ran 
off  with  the  resident’s  20-dollar  bill  after 
pretending  to  fish  for  change. 

The  lesson  is  clear:  Be  sure  you  know 
who  you’re  donating  to,  before  you  give. 

As  always,  kudos  to  all  of  you  who 
helped  each  other  through  difficult  and 
dangerous  incidents.  Until  next  time,  be 
safe  and  I’ll  see  you  on  patrol.  □ 


San  Francisco  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
covers  her  Noe  Valley  beat  by  foot  and  by 
bicycle.  Her  turf  extends  from  21st  Street 
south  to  Cesar  Chavez,  and  from  Valen¬ 
cia  west  to  Grand  View.  If  you  would  like 
to  report  a  problem,  call  558-5404.  (For 
emergencies,  dial  911 .)  To  file  a  police  re¬ 
port,  stop  by  Mission  Police  Station  at 
630  Valencia  St.  near  17th. 


2  DAY  RENTALS  EVERY  DAY 

Tues.  8  Thurs.  Rent  Two  99  cent  Specials 
and  get  a  Third  One  FREE 

641-5380 


We  have  friendly 
service  and  a 
knowledgeable 
staff 


402  Cortland 
Ave. 

at  Bennington 


Open  daily  from 
11:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
Fri.  and  Sat. 
until  9:30  pm 


BERNAL  HEIGHTS 
Neighbors 


M 


Shari's  Bistro 

Vegetarian  Soups 

B  I  S  T  R  O  all  varieties 

15  oz.  -reg  1.99 


$1.59 


Shady  Maple 


White  Wave  Quarts 

Silk  Soy  Beverage  $2.19 

Lowfat  -  Chocolate  and  Plain  flavors 

Half  Gallons 

$3.99 


Cascadian  Farms 


Amy's  Kitchen 

Cheese  Enchilada 
Black  Bean  Enchilada 
Pasta  Primavera 

9.5  oz.  -reg  3.09  , 

2  for  $4.00 


Organic  Maple  Syrup 

?2o;"egS99  $5.99 

Organic  Frozen  $2.75  Thai  Kitchen 

Juice  Concentrates  Coconut  Milk 

Annip  -  r^rAnp  -  Orannp 

^  .  99<t 

Balance 

Nutritional  Bars 

Kitchen  an  flavors  2^ 

Chocolove 

Gourmet 
Chocolate  Bars 


SHREDDED 
I  ifomfnls 


Health  Valley 

Amaranth 
Flakes 

Organic 

1 1  oz.  -reg  3.29 

$2.79 

3 , ,  m 

Shredded  Spoonfuls 
Shredded  Oats 
Shredded  Wheat 
&  Puffins  og 

-reg  2.79  Y  ^  ^  ^ 


Mashed  Potatoes 
Jasmine  Rice  » oz.  reg  1.49 

20  oz. -reg  2.49  WV 

$1.95 


Wholesome  &  Hearty 

Garden  Burgers 


vK  A  r  Simmer  Sauces 

Chocolate  Bars  $2.99 

^  all  varieties 

^  3.2  oz.  -reg  2.45 

$1.89 


no  soy  -  all  vegetable 
10  oz.  -reg  3.89 


$3.25 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  6  -  22,  1998 


Monday  -  Saturday 
9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 
Sundays 

10:00  am  -  6:00  pm 


Pilsner  Urquell 

Pilsner  Beer 

6x12  oz.  --reg  8.49 

$7.49 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

■■ 

Parking  Lot ! 

ATM  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Food  Stamps 


Bulk  Items 

Breadshop  Granola 

Honey  Gone  Nuts 

$1.59  lb 

Supernatural 
Granola 

New  England  or  Regular 

$1.85  lb. 


We  Accept 


GR 
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Noe  Valley 
Pizza  Changes 
Hands 

Continued  from  Page  I 

years  ago  in  Cole  Valley.  They  started 
Bambino’s,  they  said,  in  anticipation  that 
the  Vozaites  would  eventually  reclaim  the 
Noe  Valley  Pizza  space.  “I  had  a  feeling 
this  was  coming,”  Dino  said. 

Even  so,  the  Farmases  had  hoped  to 
stay  in  Noe  Valley  by  moving  the  restau¬ 
rant  to  a  building  they  own  on  Church  and 
24th  streets.  They  say  they  were  stopped 
because  of  a  moratorium  designed  to  keep 
in  check  the  number  of  restaurants  in  Noe 
Valley.  “We  tried  to  stay  around,”  Maria 
said  with  a  smile  and  a  shrug.  “It  didn’t 
work  out.  What  can  you  do?” 

Since  Bambino’s  opened,  Dino  has  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  the  new  restaurant.  He 
sat  in  a  booth  one  overcast  Monday, 
speaking  wistfully  about  his  and  Maria’s 
pending  departure  from  Noe  Valley.  “I’m 
leaving  part  of  my  life  there.  It  was  my 
first  restaurant  and  it  was  very  success¬ 
ful,”  he  said.  “And  our  customers  are  beau¬ 
tiful  people.  I’m  going  to  miss  them.” 

While  the  Cole  Street  place  has  a  more 
contemporary  decor  than  its  Noe  Valley 
counterpart,  the  two  restaurants  share 
similar  menus  featuring  such  old  stand¬ 
bys  as  linguini  with  clams,  eggplant 
parmigiana,  and  spaghetti  and  meatballs. 
They  also  make  some  concessions  to  con¬ 
temporary  tastes,  with  dishes  like  grilled 
salmon,  angel-hair  pasta  with  chicken, 
and  fettucine  with  roasted  bell  peppers. 
Of  course,  there’s  the  pizza.  And  home 
delivery  has  always  been  a  big  part  of 
Maria  and  Dino’s  business. 

A  few  days  later,  on  a  soggy  Friday 


night,  the  phone  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza  was 
ringing  steadily  with  pizza  orders.  The 
rain  had  kept  some  regulars  at  home,  but 
most  of  the  tables  were  filled  as  Maria 
greeted  customers  by  name  while  keep¬ 
ing  benign  control  over  the  busy  wait 
staff,  cooks,  and  pizza  delivery  crew.  It 
was  a  typical  night,  but  an  air  of  resigna¬ 
tion  mingled  with  the  aromas  emanating 
from  the  kitchen. 

“We’re  sad  they’re  leaving,”  said  cus¬ 
tomer  Debi  Anaya,  who  was  sitting  in  one 
of  the  worn  red  leather  booths  with  her 
husband,  Jim,  and  the  youngest  of  their 
three  children.  “She’s  a  good  reason  why 
we  come  here,”  Jim  said  of  Maria,  who 
had  been  merrily  chatting  with  the 
Anayas  moments  before. 

The  Anayas  have  been  regulars  ever 
since  they  moved  to  the  neighborhood  1 1 
years  ago,  and  each  of  their  children  — 
ages  8, 6,  and  4 — has  been  introduced  to 
dining  out  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza.  “It’s  an 
easy  place  to  come  to  with  the  kids,”  Debi 
said.  “It’s  good  for  24th  Street  because  it’s 
such  a  family  area.” 

Bob  and  Kathleen  Hohalek  are  1 2-year 
veterans  of  the  restaurant,  and  Friday  is 
their  regular  night.  They  were  having  a 
pre-dinner  glass  of  wine  at  the  small  bar 
being  tended  by  their  daughter  Xanthe. 
“When  we  first  started  coming,  they’d 
give  her  things  to  color,”  Kathleen  said  to 
emphasize  their  long  run  at  the  restaurant. 
“The  food  is  predictable,  but  what  sepa¬ 
rated  this  place  from  the  others  is  cus¬ 
tomer  service.  This  one  won  out  because 
of  the  family  feel.” 

Another  disappointed  patron  is  Bemie 
Ward,  the  KGO  radio  talk  show  host,  who 
has  used  his  program  to  lament  the 
change.  Ward  first  became  a  fan  of  the 
restaurant  when  he  held  an  on-air  contest 
to  pick  the  best  pizza  in  the  city.  Dino  and 
Maria’s  took  first  place.  “Now  when  my 
kids  talk  about  pizza,”  Ward  said,  “they 


Coupon  Power 


Look  for  those  ads  offering  discounts  and  grab 
your  scissors.  It's  a  great  way  to  save  and  it  lets 
advertisers  know  you  support  The  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


I - ' _ 


English  Tea  Room 


High  Tea  Served  All  Day 


Under  New  Ownership 
Expanded  Menu 
Catering  &  Private  Parties 

Treat  someone  you  love  to  our 


Special  Valentine’s  Tea. 

call  for  reservations 


1195  Church  Street  at  24th  St.  •  415-648-5895 

Tuesday  -  Friday  1 1:00  -  7:00 
Saturday  -  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 
Closed  Mondays  except  Holidays 


want  Noe  Valley  Pizza.” 

Ward  has  been  a  Noe  Valley  resident 
for  six  years.  “It’s  just  not  good  for  the 
area  for  them  to  be  leaving,”  he  said. 
“Here  is  an  example  where  a  good  idea 
[the  moratorium  on  restaurants]  hurts  the 
neighborhood.” 

Even  with  the  moratorium,  the  Far¬ 
mases  thought  the  rule  would  still  let 
them  open  a  restaurant  in  their  Church 
Street  building  if  their  landlord  promised 
the  city  that  another  restaurant  wouldn’t 
replace  Noe  Valley  Pizza.  But  Tony 
Vozaites,  the  landlord,  said  that  guaran¬ 
tee  had  not  been  a  possibility. 

“The  history  is  that  there  has  been  a 
restaurant  here  for  30  years,”  said 
Vozaites,  who  owns  the  two  adjoining 
buildings  as  well.  Besides,  he  said,  the 
reason  he  wanted  the  space  was  to  help 
fulfill  his  son’s  wishes  to  get  back  into  the 
restaurant  business. 

Vozaites  bought  the  building  in  1965, 
and  moved  his  family  into  the  upstairs 
apartment  when  his  son,  Dennis,  was  2. 
The  downstairs  business  was  a  baby  fur¬ 
niture  store,  he  said,  but  was  soon  re¬ 
placed  by  Linder’s  Restaurant. 

“When  they  closed  after  seven  years,  I 
was  going  to  open  up  a  restaurant,” 
Vozaites  said,  “but  the  kids  were  small.” 
He  eventually  did  open  the  Geneva  Pizza 
Restaurant  on  Geneva  Avenue  near  Mis¬ 
sion  Street,  where  Dennis  got  his  first 
taste  of  the  restaurant  business.  “But  I 
didn’t  like  the  area,”  Dennis  said. 

More  recently,  Dennis  has  worked  as  a 
manager  of  a  produce  market  in  the  Sun¬ 
set.  “I  needed  a  change,”  he  said.  “To  tell 
you  the  truth,  I  got  tired  of  getting  up  at  the 
crack  of  dawn.  I  wasn’t  a  morning  person.” 

In  recent  weeks,  Dennis,  who  lives 
with  his  wife  and  their  children  near  his 
parents  in  Millbrae,  has  been  spending  his 
days  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  observing  and 
learning  the  routines.  “There  are  no  bad 


vibes,”  he  said.  “Everything  is  great.  I’ve 
known  Dino  for  years.” 

In  fact,  there  is  a  family  connection: 
Dennis’  wife  is  Dino’s  first  cousin’s 
daughter.  Both  families  are  Greek,  and 
both  are  veterans  of  the  Italian  restaurant 
business.  With  the  closing  last  year  of 
Panos,  the  Greek-flavored  restaurant  on 
24th  Street,  Dennis  said  he  might  try  out 
a  few  Greek  dishes  on  the  menu. 

For  Dino,  who  was  reared  in  Argos, 
Greece,  it  was  never  an  option.  “If  you  tell 
me  to  cook  something  Greek,”  he  said,  “1 
wouldn’t  know  how.” 

When  Dino  and  Maria  moved  to  the 
United  States  in  1972,  they  were  trading 
poverty  for  uncertainty.  “I  never  dreamed 
in  my  life  that  I  was  going  to  be  in  the 
restaurant  business,”  he  said.  But  he  got 
a  start  as  a  dishwasher,  and  learned  about 
restaurants  from  Italian  owners.  Before 
he  opened  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  he  had 
worked  across  the  street  at  Haystack 
Pizza  Restaurant. 

Dino  and  Maria  now  live  in  Hillsbor¬ 
ough  with  their  three  daughters.  “I  don’t 
think  they  like  the  restaurant  business,”  he 
said  of  his  offspring. 

Since  it  doesn’t  look  as  if  Dino  and 
Maria  will  be  passing  on  the  family  busi¬ 
ness,  they  will  reevaluate  their  future  as 
restaurateurs  once  college  tuitions  are  out 
of  the  way,  Dino  said.  “The  restaurant 
business  is  very  tough,  and  I  wish  good 
luck  to  anybody  who  wants  to  get  into  it.” 

Meanwhile,  his  Cole  Valley  restaurant 
seems  to  be  doing  well,  and  he  hopes 
some  of  his  Noe  Valley  regulars  will 
come  over  the  hill  for  a  visit.  But  he 
knows  it  won’t  be  the  same.  It  won’t  be 
in  Noe  Valley. 

“I  like  that  neighborhood  best,”  Dino 
acknowledged.  “It  might  be  cloudy  when 
I  leave  home,  but  then  you  get  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  all  that  sunshine.  It  changes  your 
mood.”  □ 


COLDUieiX 

BANKjBRa 


Expect  the  best. 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

i^tty  t^iisch 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 
11-year  Noe  Valley  resident 
2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs!/ 
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)  on  the  range" 


Nutritious  Contemporary  Home  Cooking 

•  •  •  Delivered!  •  •  • 

PHONE  FOR  A  NEW  MENU: 
333-1787 


It’s  all  about  you  & 


your  hair  needs! 


We  Care! 

•  Texture 

•  Condition 

•  Freedom 


Open  7  Days 
a  Week 

1599  Dolores  St. 
(at  29th  St.) 


Call  for  a 
FREE 
Consultation 


^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
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GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Feed  Your  Friends  and  Family 


Home  on  the  Range  gift  certificates  are  available 
and  can  really  make  someone's  day! 

They're  perfect  for  new  mothers,  patients  and  home  remodelers. 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 


0  9  0 


BAY  AREA  NETWORK,  NATIONAL  RECOGNITION 
The  regional  authority  and  dominance  of  Mason'McDuffie 
have  recently  joined  forces  with  Prudential  California  Realty 
to  provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 


IN-DEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A  Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  20  years,  I  confounded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 


15  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 
form  a  solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I  am  involved  in 
I  value  personal  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 
Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I  can  help  you. 


SUE  BOWIE 

Top  I  %  Nationally 
#I  Mason-McDuffie  Agent,  S.F. 


(415)  642-4000 


Prudential 


California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 

two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
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Gym  Keeps 
Up  the  Good 
Workout 

By  Richard  Dodds 

If  places  like  Gold’s  Gym,  24-Hour 
Fitness,  and  Muscle  Systems  are  the  su¬ 
permarkets  of  health  clubs.  Purely  Phys¬ 
ical  Fitness  is  the  comer  grocery. 

Located  on  Castro  Street  near  Jersey, 
this  small,  friendly,  and  unpretentious 
health  club  fits  comfortably  into  casual 
Noe  Valley,  where  sipping  java  can  be  as 
important  as  pumping  iron. 

“We  don’t  have  a  bunch  of  hard  bod¬ 
ies,”  said  Lori  Leff,  who  operates  the 
business  with  husband  Joel  Leff.  “Actu¬ 
ally,  we  do  get  those  who  work  out  here 
to  get  into  shape  so  they  can  go  to  other 
gyms  to  be  seen.  But  you  don’t  have  to 
already  look  good  to  go  to  the  gym  here!  ” 

Purely  Physical  recently  celebrated  its 
fifth  anniversary  without  much  fanfare, 
and  the  Leffs  have  been  negotiating  with 
the  building’s  owner  for  a  new  five-year 
lease.  Since  opening,  the  gym  has  ex¬ 
panded  throughout  the  arched-roof  build¬ 
ing  at  1414  Castro  St.,  formerly  occupied 
by  an  air  conditioning  and  heating  com¬ 
pany  and  a  mortgage  firm. 

The  Leffs  also  operate  a  second  loca¬ 
tion,  dubbed  “the  studio,”  at  the  comer  of 
Castro  and  25th,  for  aerobic  and  condi¬ 
tioning  classes.  However,  they  plan  to 
close  this  space  in  the  coming  months, 
moving  the  studio’s  more  popular  exer¬ 
cise  classes  to  the  main  location. 

“It  doesn’t  seem  to  be  working  out  the 
way  we  thought  it  would,”  Lori  said  of  the 
studio.  “Aerobics  are  dying  on  the  vine,” 
and  the  dwindling  size  of  these  classes, 
she  noted,  may  not  justify  the  cost  of  a 
second  space. 

But  it  was  in  an  apartment  above  the 
studio  space  that  the  original  Purely  Phys¬ 
ical  Fitness  was  bom  six  years  ago.  Back 
then,  the  ground  floor  was  occupied  by  a 
thriving  exercise  center,  the  indepen¬ 
dently  owned  25th  Street  Workout. 

Randal  Bitterman,  Lori’s  brother,  de¬ 
cided  to  open  a  small  personal  training 
gym  above  25th  Street  Workout,  in  case 
people  wanted  to  add  strengthening  exer¬ 
cises  to  their  aerobics.  He  soon  realized, 
however,  that  Noe  Valley  could  use  a  full- 
scale  gym.  Bitterman  moved  Purely  Phys¬ 
ical  to  1414  Castro  in  November  of  1992. 

“He  said,  T  really  want  that  space,’  and 
the  next  thing  we  knew,  he  had  it,”  Lori 
said.  “It  was  his  dream.” 

Lori  joined  her  brother’s  business  as 
manager  in  March  of  1993.  After  she  and 
Joel  were  married  the  following  fall,  Joel 
also  joined  the  operation.  Bitterman,  who 
had  contracted  AIDS,  needed  the  help.  As 
the  disease  took  its  toll,  Lori  and  Joel 
gradually  took  over  most  of  the  day-to- 
day  operations.  “When  it  looked  like  he 
wasn’t  getting  better,”  Lori  said,  “it 
seemed  like  the  right  thing  to  do.” 

By  the  time  Bitterman  died  in  Febm- 
ary  of  1995  at  age  33,  the  Leffs  had  de¬ 
cided  they  would  keep  the  gym  open  — 
and  Bitterman’s  dream  alive.  Three 
months  later,  Lori  gave  birth  to  their 
daughter,  and  now  Lori  and  Joel  mn  the 
business  around  daycare  schedules,  as 
well  as  Joel’s  studies  in  exercise  physiol¬ 
ogy  at  City  College  of  San  Francisco. 

The  chock-full  days  don’t  seem  to  faze 
them,  though.  Maybe  that’s  because  their 
clientele  is  so  easygoing. 

The  folks  who  work  out  at  Purely 
Physical  Fitness  are  mostly,  well,  just 
folks.  The  age  demographics  skew  a  lit¬ 
tle  older  than  at  many  gyms,  but  beyond 
that,  membership  is  pleasantly  diverse. 
“We  have  a  very  comfortable  mix,”  said 
Joel,  “male  and  female,  gay  and  straight,” 
with  about  a  50-50  male/female  ratio. 


A  few  regulars  come  from  as  far  as  Pa¬ 
cific  Heights  to  take  a  favorite  class,  but 
most  members  hall  from  Noe  Valley.  Not 
surprisingly,  location  is  the  main  draw. 

“The  idea  of  driving  to  a  gym  seems 
ridiculous  to  me,”  said  John  Hlinko,  a 
writer  who  lives  on  24th  Street.  “Essen¬ 
tially  your  workout  is  a  half-hour  longer 
if  you  have  to  get  in  your  car  and  go  some¬ 
place  else.” 

Linda  Stewart  lives  in  Glen  Park,  so 
she  drives.  “But  I  still  consider  it  the 
neighborhood,  and  I  like  to  give  them  my 
business  because  of  that,”  she  said.  Stew¬ 
art  also  appreciates  the  atmosphere. 
“They  always  have  nice  flowers  at  the 
desk,  and  they  change  the  artwork,”  she 
said  of  the  exhibits  featuring  local  artists 
and  photographers.  “It’s  not  glitzy  here, 
but  I  prefer  this  style.” 

Fred  Zimmerman,  an  economics  pro¬ 
fessor  who  lives  at  Guerrero  and  24th, 
likes  the  ambiance,  too.  “It’s  a  very  laid- 
back  gym,”  he  said.  “A  number  of  the 
fancy  gyms  are  actually  cheaper,  but  this 
place  has  its  own  character.” 

Laid-back,  maybe,  but  not  funky.  “The 
gym  prides  itself  on  cleanliness,”  said  Ben 
Brandin,  who  mans  the  front  desk.  “You 
get  on  some  machines  in  other  gyms  and 
they  feel  greasy.  They’re  not  wiped  down. 
Here  they  get  cleaned  three  times  a  day.” 
Brandin,  who  was  reading  Brave  New 
World  when  not  checking  in  members, 
called  the  gym  “a  real  homey  situation.” 

The  Leffs  live  in  the  neighborhood, 
too — up  the  hill  from  the  gym,  on  Grand 
View  Avenue.  But  their  apartment  build¬ 
ing  is  for  sale,  and  if  they  have  to  move, 
they  worry  that  high  rents  may  push  them 
out  of  Noe  Valley.  Sometimes  they  fanta¬ 
size  about  relocating  the  gym  to  larger 
quarters  in  Noe  Valley,  but,  noted  Lori, 
“there  really  isn’t  any  space  available 
that’s  larger  than  what  we  have.” 

At  5,000  square  feet,  the  gym  is  rela¬ 
tively  small,  with  a  basic  mix  of  free 
weights,  Cybex  machines,  treadmills, 
step  machines,  and  cycles.  There  are 
plans  to  add  a  few  more  pieces  of  equip¬ 
ment,  but  the  space  is  about  maxed  out. 

Membership  in  Purely  Physical  costs 
$550  a  year.  There  are  also  six-month, 
one-month,  weekly,  and  day-use  rates, 
but  no  special  introductory  offers,  no  ini¬ 
tiation  fees,  and  no  minimum  member¬ 
ship.  The  Leffs  believe  in  keeping  things 
straightforward. 

“Granted,  our  prices  can  be  higher,” 
Lori  said,  “but  you  have  to  look  at  the  pro¬ 
fessionalism  and  education  of  our  staff.” 

All  instructors  and  trainers  must  be  cer¬ 
tified  to  work  at  the  gym,  Joel  points  out. 
Clients  sign  up  for  classes  ranging  from 
“power  yoga  and  stretch”  to  “sculpt  and 
bum.”  Personal  trainers  are  also  available 
by  appointment. 

Purely  Physical  must  be  doing  some¬ 
thing  right,  because  gym  membership  is 
now  approaching  600.  “At  650,”  Joel 
said,  “it  will  be  as  full  as  we  can  allow  it. 
We  do  have  a  very  high  retention  rate, 
about  75  to  85  percent.” 

The  biggest  crowds  typically  work  out 
before  9  a.m.  and  after  5  p.m.  But  during 
the  day,  he  noted,  sparse  attendance 
makes  for  the  feeling  of  a  private  gym. 

“We’re  not  getting  rich,  but  it’s  good 
work,”  Joel  said.  “I  mean,  we  get  to  wear 
sweats  to  work,  and  to  socialize  with  600 
friendly  people!”  □ 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well  being 
rsa 

415-643-3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
HCD.AOTR  LCS  15026 


PHYSICAL 

FITNESS 


Jeff  and  Lori  Leff  say  they  like  to  hang  loose  with  customers  and  staff — including  Ben  Brandin 
(in  background)  — at  their  homey  fitness  center  on  Castro  Street.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


COLDUieU. 

BANKeRQ 


^  L  K  hat  are  the 
qualities  you  should 
look  for  in  a  Real  Estate  Company? 


A  company  with  a  nationwide  reputation 

Top  notch  marketing  including  Internet  advertising 
for  24-hour  exposure  of  your  home 

100%  management  support  for  its  agents 

A  dynamic  office  with  agents  representative  of 
San  Francisco's  diverse  communities 


If  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  a  home, 
or  to  join  the  outstanding  team  at 
Coldwell  Banker,  call  me  today.  ^ 

Qiaen  Tilling. 

Certified  Residential  Broker 
Branch  Manager 

2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  334-1880 

www.coldwellbanker.com 
sflakeside@coldwellbanker.com 
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From  your  Heart 


For  Valentine's  Day 
February  14 


Send  the  FTD® 
Romance  Bouquet 

The  perfect  expression 
of  your  love! 


Susan  Sells  Noe  Valley 


■>  l  i. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


T»«  * 


MWtW®  W®BiMW 

YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  AUTO  &  TIRE  CENTER 

GET  READY  FOR  WINTER 

•  Winter  Tune  Up  &  Oil  Change 

•  Air  Conditioning  Cooling  System  Service  &  Inspection 


GREAT  TIRE  PRICE 


IMPORTED  TIRES 

40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 55SR1 2 . S36.99  1 75/70SR1 3 . $41 .99 

1 44SR1 3  . $37.99  1 85/70SR1 3 . $42.99 

1 65SR1 3  . $38.99  1 85/70SR1 4 . $44.99 

1 65SR1 5 . $40.99  1 95/70SR1 4 . $45.99 

205/70SR14 . $46.99 

Merit  DH60  and  DH65 
40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

185/60HR14 . $49.99  175/65HR14 . $46.99 

195/60HR14 . $50.99 

r95/60HR15 . $54.99 

205/60HR15 . $56.99 


1 


ASE  Certified 
Master  Technicians 

• 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


W'E  O  F  F  E  R 


AIR  CONDITION  SERVICE 


BRAKE  REPAIR 


CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHTS 


CLUTCH  REPAIR 


COMPUTER  ALIGNMENT 


185/65HR14 . $55.99 

205/65HR15 . $57.99 

215/65HR15 . $58.99 


DOMESTIC  CAR 

Hercules  Mega  TR  80,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty  Treadwear  13" 
420/14"  &  15"  460  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

PI  55/80R1 3 . $43.99  PI  85/70R1 4 . $53.99 

P185/80R13 . $45.99 

P185/75R14 . $49.99 

P205/75R14 . $50.99 

P205/75R14 . $52.99 

P205/75R15 . $53.99 


P195/70R14 . $54.99 

P205/70R14 . $55.99 

P215/70R14 . $57.99 


UGHT  TRUCK,  SPORT  UTILITY  VEHICLE  &  4x  4 
Dunlop  Radial  Rover  Pinetric 
~  Rated  #  1  By  Consumer  Report  Jan  '96 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 
All  Season  Rated 

P215/75R15 . $70.99 

P225/75R15 . $79.99 

P235/75R15 . $80.99 

(PRESENT  AD  AT  TIME  OF  WRITE  UP) 


641-9200 


COMPUTER  CONTROL 
SYSTEMS  V 

DRIVABILITY  PROBLEMS 

ELECTRIC  REPAIR 

ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 

FUEL  INJECTION  REPAIR 

OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 

SMOG  INSPECTION 

STRUT  &  SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 

TIRE  REPAIR 

WHEEL  BALANCING 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS,  INC. 

4050  24rin  St.  (between  Noe  &  Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  7:30am  to  6:00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5;00pm 


M.  Susan  Hughes 

Real  Estate  Broker 

415-824-1533 

direct  line 

664-91 75x233 

voice  mail  pager 


Prudential 

Calilornia  Realty 
677  Portola  Drive  San  Francisco  CA  94127 


Susan  Sells  Noe  Valley! 


This  window  of  reflection  graces  the 
upper  sanctuary  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


NOE  VALLEY 
ELECTROLOGY 


Private  Garden  Setting 
Women  &  Men; 

•  Free  Confidential  Consultation 

•  Careful  Screening 

•  Newest  Equipment 

•  Latest  Sterilization  Techniques 

•  Doctor  Referral 

Conveniently 

Located  ^  8 
Off  24th  Street 

Hours  by  Appointment 

282-7099 

Improve  Confidence 
and  Self-Esteem  — 
Come  to  the  Garden  . . . 
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Illuminate  the  Skin’s  Health  this  Valentine’s  Month 

with  our  introductory  ESSENTIAL  F  -r  utilizing  mood-lifting 

essential  oils  with  LASH  TINTING  and  BYEBROW  SHAPING 

for  only  ^8$.oo  a  $108.00  value 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  RBeBNERAxiNG  pf.fi  s. 

AGGRESSIVE  ACNE  TREATMENTS  &  SPECIAL  SKIN  TREATMENTS 
for  coarse,  dry  and  wrinkfed^didn 

TtljS  Season,  Be  Bnllian^  Gl^^the  Healthy  skin  with  a 

exclusively  from  Sofia 


off  first-time  Electroly 
(it’s  comfortable,  effective 


Ointments 

') 


Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  Street 

41s)  824  2^S 

Visa  &  MC  accepted  Please  present  this  advertisement  at  the  time  of  your  visn.  Offer  expires  2/28/98 


30  Days  for  $30 

,  (new  students  only) 

Edison  School,  22nd  &  Dolores 
M  6pni,  Tu/Th  5:30  &  6:45pm,  W  6:30  pm.  Sat  9  &  10:15am 

For  more  info  call  41 5  661  -6364  or  1  -800  FIT  IS  IT 


By  Erin  O' B riant 


How  I  Put  the 
Brakes  on  My 
Uncurbed 
Wheels 


When  I  first  started  driving  in  San 
Francisco,  I  never  curbed  my  wheels.  Na¬ 
tives  of  the  city  warned  me  that  I’d  get  a 
parking  ticket,  but  I’d  never  heard  of 
curbing  your  wheels  and  I  didn’t  feel  like 
doing  it.  Besides,  the  car  was  in  park  and 
the  emergency  brake  was  on,  so  what 
could  go  wrong? 

Of  course,  eventually  I  had  to  break 
down  and  get  a  California  driver’s  license 
(my  original  license  was  from  Georgia,  a 
state  where  you  could  get  a  license  just 
by  holding  the  wheel  and  stepping  on  the 
gas  at  the  same  time).  When  I  went  to  the 
DMV,  I  was  surprised  to  see  a  whole  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  California  Driver  Handbook 
devoted  to  parking  on  a  hill.  And  sure 
enough,  it  said  I  had  to  curb  my  wheels. 

So  I  started  curbing  them.  And  when  I 
heard  about  the  terrible  thing  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  a  pedestrian  on  the  Sanchez 
Street  Hill  a  couple  of  months  ago,  I  was 
really  glad  I  did. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  3,  a  man  walk- 


The  correct  way  to  curb  your  wheels  when 
parking  downhill  is  to  turn  your  front 
wheels  into  the  curb.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


This  hill  parking  job  doesn’t  quite  do  it.  To  avoid  a  ticket,  cars  must  make  sure  the  front  tire  is  touching  the  curb.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


ing  down  the  sidewalk  on  Sanchez  near 
21st  Street  was  struck  by  a  runaway  van. 
According  to  the  Channel  2  news  and  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle,  prior  to  the  ac¬ 
cident  the  van  was  parked  on  Sanchez 
Street  but  was  resting  against  a  car  parked 
in  front  of  it. 

When  the  driver  of  the  car  pulled  out 
of  her  space,  the  van  broke  free,  rolled 
onto  the  sidewalk,  and  hit  the  pedestrian. 
The  victim,  a  53-year-old  man  who  lived 
in  the  Upper  Market  area,  underwent  sur¬ 
gery  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital  that 
night.  But  he  later  died  from  his  injuries. 

To  get  to  my  point:  There’s  a  good 
chance  the  van  took  off  because  it  didn’t 
have  its  wheels  curbed  properly.  And  if 
the  van  had  been  parked  correctly,  that 
man  who  was  walking  along  Sanchez  at 
just  the  wrong  moment  might  still  be  alive. 

Community  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
checked  the  books  for  me  and  says  it  is  il¬ 
legal  to  park  on  a  grade  of  more  than  3% 
without  setting  the  brake  and  blocking  the 
wheels  by  turning  them  against  the  curb. 
Most  San  Francisco  drivers  don’t  know 
the  exact  law,  though,  because  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Driver  Handbook  fails  to  specify 


that  cars  parked  downhill  must  have  the 
front  tire  touching  the  curb.  (It  also  does 
not  mention  the  3%  grade.)  However,  the 
manual  gives  the  following  tips: 

First,  to  park  your  vehicle  properly  on 
an  incline,  be  sure  to  park  in  gear.  For  au¬ 
tomatics,  use  the  “park”  position.  Every 
parked  vehicle  should  have  the  emer¬ 
gency  brake  set,  the  guide  says. 

When  you  park  headed  uphill,  turn 
your  front  wheels  away  from  the  curb  and 
let  your  vehicle  roll  back  a  bit  until  the 
rear  of  one  front  tire  touches  the  curb. 

For  downhill  parking,  turn  your  front 
wheels  into  the  curb  and  roll  forward  un¬ 
til  one  front  tire  touches  the  curb. 

Officer  Perillo  points  out  that  when  the 
wheels  actually  touch  the  curb,  the  car  has 
less  chance  to  build  up  the  momentum 
that  could  cause  it  to  roll  out  of  control. 

“In  curbing  your  wheels,  what  you’re 
really  doing  is  showing  concern  for  the 
safety  of  your  neighbors,”  Perillo  says. 
From  her  experience,  most  people  in  Noe 
Valley  routinely  curb  their  wheels. 

Considering  the  amount  of  damage  a 
runaway  vehicle  can  do,  Perillo  thinks  the 
parking  ticket  for  uncurbed  wheels,  $23, 


is  surprisingly  low.  Now  I  guess  I  do  too. 

Until  I  started  investigating  this  story, 
I  didn’t  know  my  wheels  were  supposed 
to  actually  touch  the  curb,  and  I  certainly 
didn’t  know  about  parking  on  a  3%  grade. 
I  also  had  no  idea  how  much  my  curbside 
manners  could  affect  others. 

From  now  on  —  remembering  that  a 
man  in  our  neighborhood  lost  his  life, 
possibly  due  to  someone’s  carelessness — 
I’m  not  getting  out  of  my  car  until  my 
wheels  are  properly  curbed.  □ 


Illustration  by  Florence  Holub 
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/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 
The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 

Take-out  Available 
WE 


Open  for  Lunch: 

Monday- Friday 
llam-3pm 
Serving  Dinner: 
Monday-Thursday 
llam-9:15pm 

Friday-Saturday  llam-10  pm 
Sunday  12  noon-9:15pm 


Noe  Valley 
1599  Sanchez  Street 
(at  29th  Street) 
282-8999 
Newly  Remodeled 
Glass  Decor 


Noe  Valley  Bemal  Heights  *  Ihtrero  Hill  *  Misson  *  Marina  *  Sunset  *  Noh  Hill  *  South  oj  Market  *  Castro 
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Funny  Couple 
On  Fair  Oaks 


By  Karen  Topakian 


While  traveling  through  Canada  doing 
stand-up  gigs  in  June  of  1996,  comedian 
Paul  Jacobs  arranged  to  have  dinner  with 
his  friend  Fran  in  Vancouver.  Fran 
brought  along  a  friend  of  hers,  Loree 
Rose,  a  former  stand-up  comedian. 

Rose  and  Jacobs  really  hit  it  off.  They 
went  out  to  dinner  again — ^just  the  two  of 
them — and  again . . .  and  again.  Jacobs  ex¬ 
tended  his  stay  in  Vancouver  by  nine 
days,  but  then  he  had  to  get  back  to  the 
States.  Once  he’d  returned  to  his  Fair 
Oaks  Street  home  in  Noe  Valley,  how¬ 
ever,  he  couldn’t  resist  calling  Rose  to  say 
he’d  like  to  see  her  again. 

“As  my  daughter  put  it,’’  says  Jacobs, 
referring  to  his  grown  daughter  Rochelle, 
who  also  lives  in  Noe  Valley,  ‘Let  me  get 
this  straight.  Dad,  your  second  date  was 
nine  days  long?’’’ 

Jacobs  began  crossing  the  border  every 
couple  of  weeks  to  see  Rose.  Then  Rose 
came  to  San  Francisco  for  a  short  visit  in 
August.  And  in  December  “she  moved 
down  here  for  three  months — to  clean  my 
apartment,”  quips  Jacobs . 

Rose  remembers  being  impressed  by 
Jacobs  even  before  she  met  him.  “Fran 
said,  ‘Paul  said  he’d  call  at  seven,’  and 
I’m,  like,  ‘Yeah  right,  seven  on  the  wrong 
day!’  That  was  usually  my  experience 
when  a  guy  said  he  would  call  at  seven — 
it  would  be  the  wrong  year  or  the  wrong 
week  or  something.  But  Paul  actually 
called  at  seven!  I  was  really  impressed. 
And  there  were  a  few  things  he  said  that 
kind  of  made  me  curious ...” 

“Like  ‘Will  you  marry  me?”’  interrupts 
Jacobs. 

“Also,”  says  Rose,  not  missing  a  beat, 
“he  kept  his  mouth  shut.  I  mean,  he  just 
said  important  things....  You  know,  he 
didn’t  ramble  on  about  salmon  or  some¬ 
thing  dumb.  Whatever  he  said  touched  me 
somewhere  and  was  meaningful  to  me. 
And  I  was  surprised  because  he  was  a  guy. 
It’s  true.  That  wasn’t  my  experience!” 

Rose  pauses,  then  adds,  “One  of  the 
things  he  said  to  me  was,  ‘Do  you  always 
laugh  this  much?’  My  heart  went,  Ohhh, 
that’s  so  sweet.  Yes,  and  don’t  bug  me 
about  it.” 

Jacobs  didn’t  bug  her.  Instead  he  pro¬ 
posed  marriage,  she  said  yes,  and  they 
tied  the  knot  on  May  1  of  last  year. 

Jacobs,  who  won  the  title  of  “Second- 
Funniest  Person  in  New  Jersey”  in  1992, 
has  jrerformed  everywhere  from  a  con¬ 
verted  luggage  store  on  Market  Street  to 
the  Punchline  Comedy  Club.  He  wasted 
no  time  incorporating  the  details  of  his 
new  relationship  into  his  act. 

“I  got  married,”  he  says,  “because  I 
needed  new  material.” 

“Each  year  before  we  make  love,  we 
sing  both  national  anthems,”  he  revealed 

to  a  Vancouver  audience  last  fall.  “There’s 
always  that  independence  versus  togeth¬ 
erness  issue  because  we’re  used  to  living 
alone.  Last  year  we  took  a  vacation  in 
Hawaii,  and  we  got  separate  rooms.  Hers 
was  on  Maui.  We  want  to  build  on  that 
experience.” 

Rose,  who  was  in  the  audience,  says 
she  cried  like  a  baby,  though  on  the  au¬ 
diotape  of  the  performance  you  can  hear 
her  distinctive  laugh. 

Why  the  tears?  “A  lot  of  my  friends 
were  there,  and  I  wasn’t  used  to  love  be¬ 
ing  public — it  was  always  sort  of  a  secret 
thing,”  she  says.  “And  all  of  a  sudden 
there  was  this  man  standing  up  there  be¬ 
ing  really  funny  about  our  love.  I  was  just 
so  overwhelmed  and  touched  that  he  would 
write  it  and  do  it  in  front  of  people.” 

Rose  retired  from  stand-up  comedy  in 
1996,  just  before  she  met  Jacobs.  But  she 


Take  my  wife,  please.”  On  second  thought,  don’t.  Comedians  Paul  Jacobs  and  Loree  Rose  got  married  last  May  and  they  haven’t  stop  laugh¬ 
ing  since.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


relishes  a  few  fond  memories.  During  one 
performance  at  a  recovery  house  for  drug 
addicts,  she  did  a  routine  that  was  sand¬ 
wiched  between  a  talk  by  a  Vancouver 
Sun  columnist  and  a  presentation  by  the 
local  coroner.  “I  opened  for  the  coroner,” 
she  says  with  a  grin.  “That  was  my  fa¬ 
vorite  part.” 

Despite  the  fun  she  had  at  this  event. 
Rose  says,  only  one  person  approached 
her  afterward,  and  that  was  only  to  say, 
“My  mum  thought  you  were  funny.” 

“I  stopped  after  that,”  says  Rose.  “It 
was  kind  of  over — like  bad  sex.” 

It  was  great  getting  all  that  attention  up 
on  a  stage.  Rose  recalls,  and  she  loved 
making  people  laugh,  but  writing  and  per¬ 
forming  comedy  was  no  easy  task. 

“I  had  a  lot  of  trouble  not  being  able  to 
stand  up  and  tell  the  truth,”  she  says.  “You 
have  to  really  exaggerate  on  stage,  and 
that’s  hard.  Even  though  I  do  exaggerate 
in  my  real  life,  [on  stage]  you  have  to  al¬ 
most  make  up  stuff,  and  you  have  to  pre¬ 
tend  it’s  really  you.” 

At  one  point.  Rose  attempted  to  do  a 
comedy  spot  about  her  former  in-laws, 
each  of  whom  weighed  “around  500 
pounds.  It  was  actually  a  test  for  me  to  see 
whether  I  could  stand  up  and  talk  about 
people  who  were  that  big — and  still  get 
laughs.  But  because  I  wasn’t  big  myself, 
it  didn’t  work.” 

She  takes  a  moment  to  reminisce  about 
those  Fellini-esque  Sunday  dinners  with 
her  ex-husband’s  family,  where  marsh¬ 
mallows  floated  in  huge  mounds  of  jello 
and  the  meals  started  with  someone 
yelling  “Go!”:  “They’d  stand  up  and  grab 
food  onto  their  plates  and  just  stuff  it  into 
their  mouths,  and  then  they’d  sit  back  and 
say,  ‘Uhh,  that  only  took  10  minutes. 
We’re  full.  Let’s  go  into  the  living  room.’ 

“Aunt  Minnie,  she  had  a  big  bra,  a  DD 
cup,”  Rose  continues.  “She  would  hang  it 
out  on  the  line,  and  little  birds  would  go 
in  there  and  make  their  nests . . . .” 

These  days.  Rose  spreads  her  humor 
amongst  coworkers  and  customers  at 
Flax,  the  art  supply  store  where  she  holds 
a  regular  day  job.  Before  this,  she  did  so¬ 
cial  service  work  as  an  advocate  for  the 
poor  and  disabled.  The  job  sometimes  re¬ 


quired  working  with  criminals,  which 
Rose  was  glad  to  do.  “If  you’re  in  jail,  not 

a  lot  is  funny,”  she  observes.  “And  that’s 
one  of  my  things  —  making  people  who 
maybe  don’t  laugh,  laugh.” 

She  used  to  joke  around  with  the  pris¬ 
oners,  making  comments  such  as,  “It’s 
good  to  have  a  captive  audience.”  And  she 
admits  she  usually  felt  more  comfortable 
walking  into  a  maximum  security  prison 
“than  walking  into  a  comedy  club  where 
people  expected  to  laugh.” 

“I  thought  you  weren’t  going  to  say 
how  we  really  met!”  interjects  Jacobs, 
who  is  currently  channeling  most  of  his 
humor  into  a  screenplay.  “It’s  a  dark,  bit¬ 
ing,  black  comedy,”  he  says,  “dealing 
with  corruption  in  a  nonprofit.” 

When  not  writing  the  screenplay,  Ja¬ 
cobs  sometimes  thinks  about  leaving  the 
world  of  stand-up  in  favor  of  entertaining 
accountants  or  lawyers  when  they  need 
someone  to  lighten  up  their  dreary  busi¬ 
ness  functions.  This  would  mesh  well 
with  the  work  he  does  as  an  educational 
testing  consultant. 

“I’m  often  used  as  a  consultant,  sup¬ 
posedly  because  I  have  expertise  in  edu¬ 
cational  testing,”  he  says.  “But  the  reality 
is.  I’m  a  facilitator  who  makes  people 
laugh.  People  with  different  theoretical  or 
philosophical  points  of  view  may  hate 
each  other,  and  I  make  them  laugh.  They 
seem  happy,  and  they  think  I  know  some¬ 
thing.  And  if  I  do  it  on  the  East  Coast,  I’ve 
come  from  3,000  miles  away,  so  I’m  a 
valuable  consultant.” 

Looking  back  over  all  his  years  as  a  co¬ 
median,  Jacobs  notes  how  he  once  used 
comedy  to  distance  himself  from  other 
jreople.  “I  wanted  to  be  that  funny  person 
at  the  party,  the  one  everybody  paid  at¬ 
tention  to.  But  when  I  got  there,  it  was 
empty.  It  was  an  avoidance  of  intimacy.” 
When  he  finally  realized  this,  “it  was  a 
revelation  to  me.” 

“I  was  the  same  way  at  parties,”  chimes 
in  Rose,  “but  now  I  just  go  to  sleep  at 
nine.  By  the  time  the  party  starts  I’m  in 
bed.  It’s  not  a  problem.” 

“If  you’re  hosting  the  party  it  is,”  her 
husband  teases. 


Some  people  might  be  daunted  by  the 
challenge  of  starting  a  new  relationship, 
as  Jacobs  and  Rose  did,  at  the  relatively 
late  ages  of  61  and  49 — especially  if  one 
partner  had  to  emigrate  from  another 
country.  But  for  these  two,  a  shared  sense 
of  humor  keeps  molehills  from  turning 
into  mountains. 

And  fortunately.  Rose  loves  her  new 
American  home  in  Noe  Valley.  She  par¬ 
ticularly  likes  passing  by  Gladrags  cloth¬ 
ing  store  when  strolling  along  24th  Street. 
“I  don’t  even  have  to  go  in,”  she  says.  “I 
just  like  walking  by  and  having  that  smell 
of  the  candles  or  whatever  it  is  they  have 
in  there.  Oh  God  I  love  that.” 

The  couple  also  enjoy  the  simple  plea¬ 
sure  of  seeing  the  same  people  every  day 
in  front  of  Martha’s  Coffee.  “There’s  this 
bench  of  regular  faces  that  you  see  even 
if  you  don’t  know  who  they  are,”  says 
Rose.  “You  say  oh  yeah,  like,  everything 
is  in  its  place.”  □ 
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Neighbors 
Build  Shrine  to 
Amelia  the  Cat 

By  Loren  J.  Bialik 

Halloween  1997  was  a  sad  night  for  the 
residents  of  one  close-knit  block  in  Noe 
Valley.  Amelia,  a  beloved  neighborhood 
cat,  died  after  she  was  hit  by  a  car. 

The  accident  took  place  near  her  home, 
on  Cesar  Chavez  Street  where  it  dead¬ 
ends  east  of  Castro.  “I  saw  the  whole 
thing  happen,”  said  Lois  Hirsch,  Amelia’s 
owner.  “I  saw  her  fly  up  in  the  air.  I  knew 
that  was  it.” 

The  following  day  Hirsch,  who  has 
lived  on  Cesar  Chavez  since  1968,  found 
a  lovely,  purple-and-blue  flower  at  the 
base  of  a  tree  in  front  of  her  home.  Over 
the  next  few  weeks,  the  flower  bloomed 
into  a  shrine  to  Amelia,  as  neighbors  left 
love  letters,  notes  of  condolence,  pictures 
and  drawings,  wood  tulips,  and  a  twirling 
pinwheel  at  the  tree.  “!  will  always  re¬ 
member  you  as  a  gentle,  soft,  loving  soul, 
a  friend  in  times  of  crisis  as  well  as  ordi¬ 
nary  times,”  wrote  David  Mehren,  one  of 
the  many  neighbors  saddened  by  the  loss. 

Amelia  was  no  typical  cat.  For  starters, 
she  was  17  years  old — 119  in  human  years. 

She  was  bom  on  June  27,  1980,  to 
Lucy,  who  lived  with  Hirsch ’s  backyard 
neighbor.  “I  was  never  introduced  to  the 
father,”  admitted  Hirsch.  But  Amelia  was 
the  only  calico  and  obviously  the  wildest 
in  the  litter.  “She  flew  through  the  house 
so  fast,”  said  Hirsch,  “I  decided  to  name 
her  Amelia,  after  Amelia  Earhart.” 

She  was  a  friendly  feline  —  a  flirt,  in 
fact — sidling  up  to  anyone  who  would  pet 
her.  “And  she  slept  around,”  said  Mehren. 
“She  slept  with  me  plenty  of  times,  but 
always  returned  to  Lois.” 


Residents  of  Cesar  Chavez  left  a  memorial 
scratching  post  for  a  beloved  neighborhood 
cat  who  was  hit  by  a  car  on  Halloween. 


Often  neighbors  found  her  sitting  on 
the  front  steps  of  Hirsch’s  house,  meow¬ 
ing  to  passersby.  Mehren  even  remem¬ 
bers  her  sitting  out  in  a  rainstorm  waiting 
to  greet  people  after  work. 

The  day  she  was  hit,  she  was  standing 
chatting  with  other  neighbors  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  street.  Perhaps  the  elderly  man 
who  drove  the  car  expected  her  to  move. 
Maybe  he  never  saw  her. 

Indeed,  Amelia’s  tragic  flaw  may  have 
been  her  preference  for  humans.  “Amelia 
was  congenial  to  two-legged  animals,  but 
she  avoided  those  on  four,”  said  Hirsch. 

Still,  even  her  archenemy,  Muffy  Barr, 
another  area  cat,  left  a  note  at  her  shrine: 
“While  we  did  not  always  get  along,  I 
miss  you  now!  Your  friend  from  afar, 
Mulfy  Barr.” 

According  to  Hirsch,  Amelia  was  glad 
to  perform  the  usual  cat  tricks.  She  made 


Companion  Lois  Hirsch  taught  Amelia  how 
to  walk  at  an  early  age. 


a  lump  under  the  living-room  rug.  And 
she  walked  backwards  if  you  held  up  her 
front  paws. 

But  she  seemed  to  have  higher  aspira¬ 
tions,  too.  During  one  Passover  Seder  at 
a  neighbor’s  house,  the  participants 
opened  the  door  for  Elijah,  the  biblical 
prophet  who  is  supposed  to  herald  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah.  At  that  exact  mo¬ 
ment,  substituting  for  Elijah,  Amelia  trot¬ 
ted  into  the  home. 

Despite  her  lofty  goals,  “she  gave  her 
love  unconditionally,”  said  Hirsch. 

“She  was  truly  a  neighborhood  cat,” 
agreed  Mehren.  “Some  apartment  dwellers, 
who  couldn’t  have  pets,  adopted  her  as 
their  own.  She  pulled  neighbors  together. 
She  was  everyone’s  friend  in  common.” 

Nancy  Homor,  a  neighbor  who  called 
Amelia  a  friend  for  16  years,  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  memorial.  “Everyone 
knew  her  because  she  was  so  loving.  We 
put  up  the  shrine  because  it  was  such  a 
tragic  death.  We  couldn’t  let  it  go  by  with¬ 
out  some  ceremony.” 

Nevertheless,  Hirsch,  who  teaches  dis¬ 
abled  children  at  a  school  in  the  East  Bay, 
was  astonished  by  all  the  love  and  sup¬ 
port  she  received  after  Amelia’s  death. 
Two  neighbors,  Gary  Abel  and  Mike 
Reilly,  helped  her  bury  the  kitty  in  her 
back  yard  under  a  lilac  tree. 

“I  needed  their  help.  I  was  devastated,” 
said  Hirsch.  “Amelia  was  a  loving  com¬ 
panion  for  17  years.” 

Two  months  later,  Hirsch  still  mourned 
her  best  friend.  And  she  was  not  sure  an¬ 
other  cat  could  ever  take  Amelia’s  place. 

In  a  note  to  her  neighbors,  Hirsch 
wrote,  “This  outpouring  of  love  and  af¬ 
fection  for  a  cat,  even  a  cat  as  loving  and 
special  as  Amelia,  has  completely  over¬ 
whelmed  me.  It  is  said  that  living  in  a  city 
breeds  coldness  and  isolation.  But  this 
cannot  be  so.  Look  at  this — a  shrine  to  a 
cat!  You  have  all  reinforced  my  faith  in 
humanity  and  in  the  goodness  of  hu¬ 
mankind.”  □ 


COMIH^  IN  MARCH  TO 

POTHERO  HILL! 


S- 


lOOK  FOR  MORE  INFO  IN  THE  MARCH  ISSUE 


Readers  should  note  that  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  SBC  A  offers  a  free  Pet  Loss  Support 
Group  for  grieving  pet  owners.  It  meets 
the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  from  7:30 
to  9  p.m.  at  2500  16th  St.  Call  554-3050 
for  more  information. 


Garden  Design  and 
Construction 

planting  design 
decks 
stonework 
water  features 
lighting 
irrigation 
consultation 


gardens  to  remember 


415  642  5800 

Let  us  consult  on  your 
garden  project. 
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^ea  J^i'eeze 
C^ieaneri 

824-5474 


Come  visit  us 
at 

1420  Castro  Street 
bet\ween  Jersey  &  25th 

Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 
IVe  operate  our  own  plant 

VERY  CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 


Monday-Friday,  7;30-6;30 
Sat  8:30-6:00 


A  holiday  solution  for  you  from 
American  Property  Exchange 


SHORT-TERM  HOUSING 

for 


MSITORS 


elatives  visiting  for  the  holidays  and  there's 
no  spare  roornr 

(9^  ut  of  town  guests  arriving  and  there's  no 
room  at  the  inn? 

We  have  the  perfect  solution  for  you. 
^/^urnished  daily,  weekly  and  monthly  rentals. 


call  us  today 

AMERICAN  PROPERTY 
EXCHANGE 
(415)447-2000 

AMPROPEX@AOL.Com 

WWW.We-Rent-SanFran.Com 


American  Property  Exchange  has  over  fourteen  years  experience 
in  finding  short-term  housing  for  vacation  and  business  travelers  to  San  Francisco.  Whether  your  guests  are 
staying  for  a  week  or  a  month  or  more  we  can  find  the  perfect  place! 

Let  us  put  our  experience  to  work  for  you  and  yours.  Call  us  today  for  details. 


W  O  M  A  lU  -  O  W 


BUSINESS 


•  SUBARU  •  TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
•  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  •  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


APPROVED 
AUTO  REPAIR 


550-2400 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  ain-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am-4pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


PERSONAL  MAILBOXES 


SECURE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENT 


SPECIAL  RENTAL  RATES* 

3  Months  (MIN.) 

6  Months 

12  Months 

Small 

$39 

$78 

$130 

Medium 

$54 

$108 

$180 

Large 

$84 

$168 

$280 

Services  Provided  with  Mail  Box  Rental: 

Use  of  street  address  •  UPS  and  other  carriers'  packages  received  for  you 
Call  in  mail  check  •  24-hour  access*  •  Mail  forwarding* 

Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  •  Sat  10am-5pm 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

*Deposits  required  All  rates  subject  to  change  without  notice 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


UPS  &  FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 
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Fire  Fund  for  Local  Residents 

Four  families  lost  their  homes  when  a 
house  at  the  comer  of  San  Jose  Avenue 
and  Elizabeth  Street  burned  down  Jan.  19. 
Though  no  one  was  seriously  injured,  the 
former  residents  are  in  need  of  help  to  re¬ 
place  items  lost  in  the  fire. 

Nearby  Jamestown  Community  Center 
has  organized  a  “Fire  Fund”  to  collect  do¬ 
nations.  The  families  are  in  immediate 
need  of  casual  clothing  such  as  tee  shirts, 
sweatshirts,  and  jeans  (waist  sizes  32  to 
36).  They  also  need  personal  items  such 
as  combs  and  brushes,  slippers,  shampoo, 
and  soap,  and  staples  such  as  cereal,  rice, 
beef,  chicken,  produce,  and  milk. 

These  families  are  also  searching  for 
new  homes,  preferably  two-  to  three-bed¬ 
room  apartments  in  Noe  Valley  or  the 
Mission  District.  By  the  end  of  Febraary 
they  will  need  home  furnishings  includ¬ 
ing  beds,  linens,  and  kitchen  supplies. 

If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  send 
or  bring  donations  to  the  Jamestown 
Community  Center,  3531  22nd  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Jamestown’s  office  at  647-4709. 

Bethany  Defends  ‘Holy  Unions’ 

A  “holy  union  ceremony  of  love  and 
re-commitment”  will  take  place  on  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day  weekend  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  (UMC)  in  Noe  Valley. 

Bethany  Church  —  along  with  other 
United  Methodist  churches  around  the 
country  —  is  sponsoring  the  service  in 
protest  of  the  UMC’s  recent  ban  on  com¬ 
mitment  ceremonies  other  than  marriage. 

“We’ve  been  having  holy  unions  in  our 
church  for  decades,”  says  Rev.  Karen  Oli- 
veto.  “Our  community  expects  to  have  their 
relationships  affirmed,  and  we  can’t  with¬ 
hold  that  blessing  from  loving  couples.” 

All  couples — straight  and  gay — who 
would  like  to  reaffirm  their  commitment 
are  invited  to  attend.  The  service  will  in¬ 
clude  music,  words  of  affirmation  from 
the  audience,  and  the  opportunity  for  cou¬ 
ples  to  say  vows.  A  reception  with  cake 
and  punch  will  follow  the  ceremony. 

The  service  will  take  place  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  15,  at  11  a.m.  at  the  church,  located 
at  1268  Sanchez  St.  (near  Clipper).  For 
more  information,  call  647-8393. 


Kangoo  Shoes 

Low  impact, 
shock  absorbing 
aerobic  jogging  shoes 
developed  in  Switzerland. 


For  runners  b  others 
with  knee  and  back  problems. 

Run  free  of  pain. 

Available  Now  in  Noe  Valley 
Call  Shelia  at  Noes  Nest 


415-821-0751 


17  Reasons  for  Arts  and  Crafts 


Friends  Offer  1998  Grants 


If  you’d  like  to  do  something  creative 
to  chase  away  the  winter  blues,  you  might 
want  to  check  out  the  Saturday  art  class¬ 
es  that  Sarah  Compton,  artist-owner  of  1 7 
Reasons,  is  holding  at  her  shop,  396 1  24th 
St.  Each  class  runs  from  10  a.m.  to  noon, 
and  costs  $25  including  most  materials. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  8,  she’ll  teach  a 
Valentine  and  birthday  card  workshop  in 
which  participants  can  use  paper,  ribbons, 
and  other  crafts  to  make  “romantic,  mag¬ 
ical,  or  silly  cards,”  in  collage,  woven,  or 
pop-up  styles.  Compton  says  class  mem¬ 
bers  are  welcome  to  bring  special  poems 
or  photos  to  put  in  their  cards.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Saturday,  Feb.  15,  she’ll  lead  a 
workshop  on  “Metal  Nic  Naks,”  showing 
how  to  use  wire,  charms,  and  beads  to  cre¬ 
ate  paperclip  jewelry  and  bookmarks. 
Saturday,  Feb.  22,  will  be  devoted  to 
making  paper  dolls — and  the  doll  clothes 
for  them  —  using  cardboard,  fabric,  and 
“the  amazing  laminating  machine.” 

Compton,  who  has  15  years  of  teach¬ 
ing  experience,  says  the  two  classes  she 
taught  last  fall  were  a  big  success.  “Peo¬ 
ple  really  loved  the  fact  that  they  could 
come  here,  where  the  materials  were 
gathered  together  for  them,  and  go  home 
with  a  finished  product.” 

Classes  are  limited  to  six  jjeople  to  en¬ 
sure  an  intimate  setting.  To  reserve  a 
space,  call  the  shop  at  206-1717. 

Ingleside  Police  Lend  an  Ear 


Many  locals  don’t  know  that  part  of 
Noe  Valley  is  under  the  wing  of  the  In¬ 
gleside  Police  Station.  So  they  may  also 
be  unaware  that  the  officers  at  that  sta¬ 
tion —  which  serves  Noe  Valley  south  of 
Cesar  Chavez  Street — hold  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  where  residents  can  air  their  concerns. 

According  to  Sgt.  Stephan  Thome,  the 
meetings  were  started  four  years  ago  “in 
an  effort  to  reach  out,  and  to  get  input 
from  the  community  on  a  regular  basis. 
People  come  in  with  complaints  and  ob¬ 
servations.  And  if  we  can,  we  act  on  them.” 

The  officers  also  use  the  meetings  to 
spread  the  word  about  crime  trends.  Re¬ 
cent  topics  included  “Muni  speeding  on 
Chenery”  and  a  charge  that  several  stores 
were  selling  alcohol  to  juveniles. 

The  station  captain  usually  attends  the 
meetings  or  sends  a  lieutenant  in  his  stead. 

The  meetings  take  place  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  month  from  7  to  8  p.m.  at 
Ingleside  Police  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  V. 
Young  Lane,  off  San  Jose  Avenue  in  Bal¬ 
boa  Park.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
Feb.  17.  The  station  number  is  553-1603. 


Know  of  a  project  that  would  benefit 
Noe  Valley,  if  only  the  funds  were  avail¬ 
able?  The  residents  group  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  has  earmarked  $1,000  to  improve 
our  neighborhood. 

The  Friends  began  the  program  last 
year,  when  they  allocated  $350  to  fix  up 
the  garden  at  the  Sally  Brunn-Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Library  on  Jersey  Street.  Another 
$250  went  to  the  Jamestown  Youth-in- 
Charge  program  for  leadership  training. 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  received 
$100  to  plant  trees  in  Douglass  Park. 

This  year  the  money  may  be  divided 
among  several  programs,  or  the  Friends 
may  give  one  group  the  whole  $1,000. 

Proposals  should  come  from  nonprof¬ 
it  groups  interested  in  tackling  a  specific 
project  in  Noe  Valley.  Applicants  should 
be  willing  to  complete  the  project  in  a  rea¬ 
sonable  time  frame  and  stay  within  the 
amount  awarded.  The  deadline  for  appli¬ 
cations  is  March  3 1 .  To  apply,  call  Cecile 
Lozano  at  584-8442. 

It’s  Time  to  Play  Ball 


Baseball  season  is  coming  up!  The  San 
Francisco  Youth  Baseball  League  will 
start  its  spring  season  the  first  week  of 
April.  Teams  are  forming  now,  and  prac¬ 
tice  will  get  under  way  during  the  next 
couple  of  months.  The  league  is  looking 
for  players  ages  5  to  14  (who  will  be  di¬ 
vided  into  six  age  divisions).  The  club 
also  needs  umpires  15  and  up,  and  coach¬ 
es  1 8  years  or  older  who  can  pass  a  back¬ 
ground  check.  Umpires  will  be  paid  $20 
per  game  to  start  and  must  attend  an  um¬ 
pire  clinic  given  by  the  league. 

Noe  Valley  kids  can  participate  in  the 
league  through  their  local  playgrounds. 
Interested  players  and  coaches  should 
contact  Ellen  Perieff  at  753-7029.  For  in¬ 
formation  about  umpiring  and  the  clinic, 
call  Roger  Bross  at  586-9600. 


Tackling  Telephone  Pole  Blight 


The  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Im¬ 
provement  Club,  one  of  Noe  Valley’s  old¬ 
est  neighborhood  associations,  is  making 
plans  to  stamp  out  those  unsightly  flyers 
that  seem  to  spring  up  overnight  on  tele¬ 
phone  poles. 

The  group  will  conduct  a  sweep  of 
Castro  Street,  removing  handbills  and 
graffiti  from  all  utility  and  lamp  poles. 
Then  they’ll  repaint  the  poles  and  affix  a 
decal  that  reads:  “Respect  Our  Neighbor¬ 
hood — Post  No  Signs  or  Handbills.” 


The  only  flyers  that  might  be  spared  are 
lost  pet  notices  and  same-day  garage 
sales,  says  Paul  Kantus,  president  of  East 
&  West.  But  political  flyers  and  advertis¬ 
ing  bills  will  definitely  be  stripped. 

Merchants  and  volunteers  in  the  Cas¬ 
tro  District  have  already  begun  the 
cleanup  along  Castro  Street  from  Market 
to  21st.  East  &  West’s  job  will  be  to  cov¬ 
er  Castro  from  21st  to  27th  Street. 

The  group  has  voted  to  purchase  the 
decals,  and  plans  to  set  a  date  for  the  proj¬ 
ect  later  in  February.  For  the  scoop,  call 
Kantus  at  647-3753. 

Nature  Walks  in  Glen  Canyon 


Believe  it  or  not,  flowers  are  already 
blooming  in  Glen  Canyon  Park.  And  two 
plant-related  events  will  take  place  this 
month,  starting  with  the  Spring  Flowers 
Walk  on  Saturday,  Feb.  14,  at  9  a.m.  “First 
our  leader  gives  an  introduction,  and  then 
we  go  off  to  see  what’s  in  bloom,”  says 
Jean  Conner  of  the  Friends  of  Glen  Park 
Canyon.  The  walk  will  be  led  by  a  guide 
from  the  California  Native  Plant  Society. 

The  following  Saturday,  on  Feb.  21  at 
9  a.m.,  the  Friends  will  sponsor  a  Glen 
Canyon  Plant  Restoration  outing.  “Right 
now  we  are  removing  non-native  plants 
in  areas  where  there  are  a  lot  of  native 
plants,”  says  Conner,  “because  it  helps  the 
native  plants  to  grow.” 

Helpers  should  come  wearing  work 
clothes  and  gardening  gloves.  The  group 
usually  works  until  about  1 1 :30  and  then 
stops  for  a  walk  through  Glen  Canyon 
Park. 

For  both  events,  use  the  park  entrance 
at  Elk  and  Chenery  streets,  and  meet  be¬ 
hind  the  Recreation  Center.  Jean  Conner 
can  be  reached  at  584-8576. 

Dial  777-3399  for  Youth 


Kids  who  need  advice  have  a  new  re¬ 
source  in  San  Francisco  —  a  telephone 
service  called  Youthline. 

Callers  can  talk  to  trained  “listeners” 
ages  16  to  22.  The  listeners  have  com¬ 
puterized  mapping  and  database  systems 
to  help  kids  get  information  on  places  to 
go  and  things  to  do  in  San  Francisco. 
Callers  can  also  talk  to  people  their  own 
age  about  problems  or  frustrations. 
Though  Youthline  is  not  a  crisis  hotline, 
the  staff  is  trained  in  crisis  intervention 
and  can  refer  callers  to  other  agencies. 

The  program  also  functions  as  a  paid 
job-training  program  for  the  all-youth 

Continued  on  Page  24 


^Davies  Medical  Center 


★  Hospital  Information 

565-6000 

Castro  8.  Duboce,  San  Francisco.  CA  94114  *  Physician  Referral 


565-6333 

Committed  to  the  health  care  needs  ^  occupational  Health 

<  .  .  565-6600 

ot  the  community  since  1878 


★  Women's  Care 

565-6561 

★  HIV  Institute 

565-6660 

★  Rehabilitative  Therapy 

565-6120 

★  24  Hour  Emergency 

565-6060 

★  www.daviesmed.org 


Extraordinary  People,  Extraordinary  Care  for  120  Years 
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_ FISH  &  POULTRY _ 

2590  Mission  St.  •  San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
(415)  282-3331 


p\eas® 

ordefiJ'S 


Fresh  Zacky 
Thrkey  Breast 

half  or  whole 

$1.79  ib. 

with  this  coupon 
Valid  2/2/98  -  2/7/98 


Fancy 

Raw  Jumbo  Shrimp 

Jumbo  -  under  15  per  lb. 

Reg.  $15.99  per  lb. 
Perfect  for  that  romantic 
Valentine’s  Day  Dinner! 


$11.99  lb. 


with  this  coupon 
Valid  2/9/98  -  2/14/98 


Fresh  Atlantic  Salmon 

steaks,  ideal  for  grilling, 
baking  or  broiling 

$4.59  lb. 

with  this  coupon 
Valid  2/16/98  -  2/21/98 


Fresh  Zacky 
Whole  Body  Fiyers 

79c  lb. 

with  this  coupon 
Limit  6  pter  coupon 
Valid  2/23/98  -  2/28/98 


We  gladly  accept  Visa  and  MasterCard. 
Specials  subject  to  availability.  Rainchecks  available. 


VALLEY 

CYCLERY 

4193  24th  Street 

647-0886 

Tues.- Sat.  11-6 
Sun.  11-5 


Therapy  Groups 
for  Women  Only 


•  Outgrow  your  childhood  wounds — 
understand  how  your  past  experiences 
affect  your  present. 

•  Learn  how  to  successfully  communi¬ 
cate  and  be  connected  to  others. 

•  Grow  in  a  rich  &  supportive  setting — 
an  affordable  setting  to  do  therapy. 

GROUPS  AVAILABLE 

Lesbian  Only  Groups 
Mixed  Women's  Groups 
Individual  &  Couple  Appointments 
Also  Available 


Noe  Valley  Location 


Chez  Touchatt,  lcsw,  mfcc 
(415)  821-6039 

NOW  ACCEPTING  NEW  MEMBERS 
Lie  MFC016090  LCS  1 3829 


See  GiantVision  on  our  Large  8  x  10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O'Greenberg's 
Pub 


VISIT  OUR 
TWO 
DART 
ROOMS 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


SHORT 

TAKES 


Continued  from  Page  23 

staff,  who  gain  valuable  counseling  and 
office  skills.  The  line  is  open  daily  from 
noon  to  midnight,  and  is  sponsored  by 
Communities  in  Harmony  Advocating 
for  Learning  and  Kids  (CHALK)  and  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Children,  Youth,  and 
Their  Families. 

The  toll-free  Youthline  number  is  888- 
977-3399,  or  call  locally  at  777-3399. 

Are  Chains  Out  of  Control? 


With  more  chains  and  franchise  busi¬ 
nesses  popping  up  on  24th  Street  all  the 
time — tmd  since  an  18-month  moratori¬ 
um  on  coffee  stores  and  juice  bars  just  ex¬ 
pired  in  October — neighborhood  groups 
are  again  lobbying  to  rein  in  growth  along 
Noe  Valley’s  commercial  strip. 

Over  the  past  couple  of  months,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  have  talked 
with  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Sue  Bier- 
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TrceBoohntlo 
Sctuwtyard 


For  just  $  15  a  year  ($9  if 
you’re  a  senior),  you  get  all 
10  issues  of  the  best 
community  newspaper  in 
San  Francisco. 
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man  about  extending  the  moratorium  on 
specialty  stores.  Their  concern  is  that 
24th  Street  is  so  full  of  trendy  cafes  and 
takeouts  that  the  high  rents  may  force  out 
the  small-town  shopkeeper. 

According  to  Friends  planning  chair 
Claire  Pilcher,  the  neighborhood  also  has 
too  many  “destination  businesses’’  — 
stores  and  restaurants  that  serve  tourists 
rather  than  local  residents.  By  putting  a 
halt  on  growth,  the  Friends  hope  to  pre¬ 
serve  Noe  Valley’s  distinct  personality. 

Supervisor  Bierman’s  office  says  she  is 
interested  to  hear  the  opinions  of  other 
neighborhood  residents  about  the  mora¬ 
torium  in  Noe  Valley.  You  can  contact  her 
at  554-6661. 

Meanwhile,  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  is 
also  working  with  the  Noe  Valley  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  to  cosponsor  a  neighborhood 
forum  on  chains  this  spring.  Though  the 
two  groups  have  not  yet  set  a  date,  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Club  President  Dave  Monks  says, 
“We’re  hoping  to  include  small  mer¬ 
chants  and  neighborhood  people  who 
have  fought  neighborhood  battles.  The 
point  is  to  give  neighborhoods  more  tools 
to  control  their  destiny.”  For  information 
about  the  forum,  call  Monks  at  82 1  -4087. 

Film  Seeks  Unusual  Families 


Is  your  family  different  but  everybody 
seems  to  get  along  fine  anyway? 

Maybe  you’d  be  a  good  candidate  for 
My  Family  Is  Special,  a  video  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  Women’s  Educational  Media  to 
introduce  kids  in  kindergarten  through 
third  grade  to  different  family  makeups. 

The  producers  would  like  to  film  short 
profiles  of  families  that  include  articulate, 
outgoing  kids  of  all  races  between  the 
ages  of  7  and  10.  The  kids  should  fit  into 
one  of  the  following  categories:  children 
of  single  or  divorced  parents;  adopted 
kids;  children  who  are  being  raised  by  a 
family  member  other  than  their  mother  or 
father;  or  children  of  lesbian,  gay,  or  bi¬ 
sexual  parents.  “We  are  looking  for  a  re¬ 
ally  diverse  group  of  families,”  says  as¬ 
sociate  producer  Ariella  Ben-Dov. 

Some  families  will  be  selected  for  in- 
studio  portraits,  which  will  take  about  40 
minutes  each.  Five  families  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  final  film;  the  producers  will 
spend  a  day  with  these  families  “like  a  fly 
on  the  wall,”  Ben-Dov  said. 

Women’s  Educational  Media  is  an 
Academy  Award  winning  company.  One 
of  its  films  is  already  being  used  by  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  San  Francisco  public  schools. 
The  producers  plan  to  finish  filming  My 
Family  Is  Special  within  about  four 
months.  Though  there  is  no  set  deadline, 
Ben-Dov  urges  interested  families  to  con¬ 
tact  her  as  soon  as  possible  by  calling  641- 
4616  or  e-mailing  wemajbd@aol.com. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written 
by  Erin  O’Briant  and  Dodie  Hamblen. 


•fine  arts  and  crafts  from 
Morocco,  Mexico,  India 
&  other  far  away  places, 
•handmade  carpets  from 
Afghanistan. 

•hand  woven  fabrics  from 
Guatemala. 

•antique  and  new  furniture. 

All  our  pieces  are  carefully  selected 
to  insure  quality  and  craftsmanship. 
They  are  colorful,  unique  and  fun. 

746  Diamond  /  24th  St. 
643-0980  open  daily 
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Let 
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Don^t  Sacrifice 
One  S,F,  Landmark 
To  Build  Another 

By  Tim  Kelley 

I  would  like  to  bring  Voice  readers  up 
to  date  on  the  controversy  surround¬ 
ing  the  Fallon  Building,  the  1894  Victo¬ 
rian  at  1 800  Market  St.  now  owned  by 
the  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  and  Trans¬ 
gender  Community  Center  Project 
(CCP)  and  threatened  with  demolition 
by  its  owners.  Negotiations  are  cur¬ 
rently  taking  place  in  the  mayor’s  office 
between  the  CCP  and  groups  who  sup¬ 
port  construction  of  the  new  community 
center  but  oppose  demolition  of  this 
important  historical  structure. 

The  CCP,  a  nonprofit  corporation, 
acquired  the  property  in  December  1996 
for  $1.1  million,  all  of  which  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Com¬ 
munity  Development  out  of  public 
funds.  The  parcel  includes  the  Fallon 
Building  and  adjacent  property,  most  of 
which  is  vacant. 

Although  they  first  declared  their 
intention  to  restore  the  Fallon  Building 
as  part  of  the  new  center,  in  September 
1997  the  CCP  began  to  back  away  from 
that  commitment.  They  called  for  public 
input,  and  at  the  one  meeting  held  for 
that  purpose  received  overwhelming 
and  passionate  testimony  in  favor  of  sav¬ 
ing  the  building.  Speaker  after  speaker 
said  that  as  gay  people  they  were 
appalled  that  a  gay  organization  would 
even  think  of  destroying  this  building. 

Despite  that  spontaneous  outpouring, 
the  CCP  directors  voted  that  same 
evening  to  “build  an  entirely  new  build¬ 
ing’’ — that  is,  to  tear  down  the  Fallon 
Building  and  constract  a  modernist, 
glass  and  steel  building  on  the  site. 

Since  then,  opposition  has  grown. 
Thousands  of  people  have  signed  peti¬ 
tions  calling  for  the  building  to  be 
saved,  and  a  proposal  to  designate  the 
building  a  San  Francisco  landmark  has 
been  placed  on  the  agenda  of  the  Land¬ 
marks  Advisory  Board. 

It  has  also  come  to  light  that  in  1996 
Caltrans  did  a  historical  survey  of  the 
area  in  conjunction  with  planning  for 
the  Central  Freeway.  The  agency’s  his¬ 
torians  found  this  building  so  significant 
as  to  be  eligible  for  individual  listing  in 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
a  rating  with  which  the  State  Historic 


Preservation  Office  concurred  in  May 
1997.  Unfortunately,  although  the  build¬ 
ing  is  preapproved,  it  cannot  be  offi¬ 
cially  listed  on  the  National  Register 
without  the  agreement  of  the  owners. 
Local  landmarking,  however,  can  take 
place — although  it  too  is  difficult  with¬ 
out  the  owners’  consent. 

The  historic  significance  is  based  on 
several  factors.  The  building  is  the  only 
survivor  of  a  type  that  used  to  line  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  before  the  Earthquake  and 
Fire  of  1906,  when  everything  east  of  it 
was  destroyed.  It  is  a  three-story,  mixed 
residential  and  commercial  building, 
trapezoidal  in  shape  in  order  to  fit  its 
oddly  shaped  lot,  which  is  formed  by 
the  intersection  of  Market,  Octavia,  and 
Waller  streets. 

Thanks  to  years  of  “benign  neglect,” 
the  building  is  still  virtually  Intact.  One 
storefront  is  absolutely  unaltered  since 
the  time  of  construction,  an  extremely 
rare  circumstance. 

There  is  only  one  other  such  original 

storefront  in  all  of  San  Francisco. 

The  building  was  constructed  in  1 894 
by  Carmel  and  Anita  Fallon,  mother  and 
daughter  descendants  of  the  Castro  fam¬ 
ily,  wealthy  landowners  in  Mexican 
California.  The  Castros  were  one  of  the 
few  Mexican  families  who  were  able  to 
hold  on  to  their  land  after  the  American 
conquest.  The  Fallons  lived  there  for 
over  30  years,  until  Carmel  died  in  her 
90s.  It  is  one  of  the  only  buildings  in  the 
city  coimected  with  the  original  Cali¬ 
fornio  families. 

Public  support  is  crucial — if  a  build¬ 
ing  this  significant  in  San  Francisco  his¬ 
tory  can  fall  and  be  replaced  by  a  bland 
glass  box,  then  none  of  the  Victorian 
neighborhoods,  including  Noe  Valley, 
will  be  safe. 

I  would  like  to  ask  anyone  who 
supports  the  construction  of  the  new 
community  center  but  who  opposes 
demolition  of  the  Fallon  Building  to  call 
the  hotline  that  has  been  established 
at  (415)  643-1236,  or  send  email  to 
sfhistory@aol.com.  Together  we  can 
save  this  historical  treasure  from  the 
wrecking  ball.  □ 

Tim  Kelley  is  a  neighborhood  and 
architectural  historian  and  frequent 
contributor  to  the  Voice. 

Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
your  essays,  opinion  pieces,  and 
other  reflections  on  neighborhood 
people,  places,  and  politics.  Mail 
manuscripts,  which  should  be 
typed,  double-spaced,  and  no  more 
than  800  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  C A  94114.  Send  an  SASE 
and  a  phone  number,  too.  Thanks. 


Martha 

^Bros. 


COfKE  COMPANY 

SINCE  1987 

3868  24th  Street  641-4433 
Also: 

1551  Church  Street 
(at  Duncan) 

648-1166 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties 
of  Coffee  by  the  Pound 
or  Half-Pound 

A  Very  Large  Variety  of  Teas 

KRUPS,  BRAUN  &  GAGGIA  ESPRESSO  MAKERS 
TEAPOTS  •  FRESH  PASTRIES  &  SCONES 

Open  M-F  5:30  am- 8:00  pm 
Sat  6:00  am- 8:00  pm 
Sun.  6:00  am-7:00  pm 


$100  OFF 

ANY  1  LB  BAG  OF  COFFEE 

(EXCEPT  THOSE  ON  SALE) 

Mmnry  only  with  ttris  ad 


C/!) 


QJ 
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QJ 
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Chocolate  Raspberry  Petit  Fours 
$2.50  ea. 

Almond  Petit  Fours 
$1.75  ea. 

Chocolate  Hazelnut  Roulade 
$19.00  (serves  8) 

Chocolate  Strawberry  Heart  Tart 
4"-$3.25  ea.  8"-$16.00  (serves  8) 


Chocolate  Grand  Marnier  Cake 
6" -$17.00  (serves  8) 

Valentine  Heart  Shaped  Cookies 
Assorted  decorations 
$.75  each 

$2.25  -  2  in  a  gift  bag 
$9.00  - 12  in  a  gift  box 


4073  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405  •  FAX  (415)  550-1485 


Sale  Sal 

la 

lamps 

orfs  6  soaps 

chimes  buddhas 


35%  OFF 


i 


UP  TO 


tablecloths 

candle  lanterns 


kUMAH 


3961  1/2  24TH  ST. 

NOE  VALLEY 
PH#642-9303 

"THAT  BRIGHT  ORANGE  PLACE  DOWNSTAIRS' 


Salo  Sal 

leSal 

le 
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MOW;  February  is  American  HEART 
MONTH.  Call  1-800-AHA-USA1  tor 
education,  intormation,  and  events. 

NOW:  Sign  up  now  tor  Yerba  Buena 
Center’s  VOLUNTEER  gallery  tour  guide 
training  class,  to  begin  March  6.  Call 
978-2710,  ext.  115,  lor  an  application. 

FEB.  1-15:  Gallery  Luscombe  pre¬ 
sents  “Love  Struck,"  a  group  ARTISTS' 
EXHIBITION.  Reception  Eeb.  14, 3-6 
pm.  3040  24th  St.  285-8545. 

FEB.  1-28:  The  SPCA's  Protect-A-Pet 
VACCINATION  CLINIC  otters  $2  dog  or 
cat  immunizations  to  pet  owners  with 
limited  incomes.  2500 16th  St.  Call 
554-3030  to  make  an  appointment. 

FEB.  3, 10  &  24:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  otters  a  STORY  TIME  lor 
preschoolers  ages  3-5. 10  am.  451 
Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

FEB.3, 10, 17&24;  The  Ingleside 
Branch  Library  hosts  a  CHESS  & 
CHECKERS  club  tor  children  ol  all  ages. 
3;30  pm.  387  Ashton  Ave.  337-4745. 

FEB.  3, 10, 17  &  24;  Gotta  dance? 
Lauren  Coleman’s  mixed-level  JAZZ 
MOVES  class  continues  Tuesdays  at  6 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  ^nchez 
St.  282-2782. 

FEB.  3-MARCH  14:  The  children’s 
ART  SHOW  in  the  gallery  at  17  Reasons 
teatures  students’  work  Irom  preschool 
to  middle  school.  Reception  Feb.  8, 4- 
6  pm.  3961  24th  St.  206-1717. 

FEB.  4:  A  BAZAAR  put  on  by  the  30th 
Street  Senior  Center  otters  handicrafts, 
artwork,  and  baked  goods  tor  sale.  10 
am-3  pm.  225  30th  St. 


FEB.  4;  The  Adventist  HEALTHVAN 
stops  to  give  blood  pressure  checks  and 
cholesterol  screenings  at  Bell  Market. 
10am-4  pm.  775-2570. 

FEB.  4, 11,18  &  25:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library’s  ongoing  LAPSITS  tor  infants, 
toddlers,  and  their  parents  starts  at  7 
pm.  451  Jersey  SL  771-9994. 

FEB.  4, 11,18  &  25:  All  levels  of 
players  are  welcome  at  the  SCRABBLE 
NIGHTS  at  the  Bernal  Heights  Library. 
7:15  pm.  500  Cortland  Ave.  695-5160. 

FEB.  5:  Make  a  VALENTINE  CARD  at 
the  Excelsior  Branch  Library’s  craft  pro¬ 
gram  for  ages  5  and  older.  4  pm.  4400 
Mission  St.  337-4735. 

FEB.  6;  Real-life  Denver  PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE  and  Shamus  Award  winner 
Mike  Stone  drops  by  to  sign  his  third 
mystery,  Token  of  Remorse.  5-6  pm. 

San  Erancisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  4175 
24th  St.  282-7444. 

FEB.  6-8  &  13-15:  Dancers’  Group 
Studio  Theater  presents  “The  Secret 
Truth  of  History,"  original  CHOREOG¬ 
RAPHY  by  Mary  Armentrout,  8  pm. 

3221  22nd  St.  824-5044. 

FEB.  7:  Community  Music  Center  stu¬ 
dents  perform  jazz,  classical  music,  and 
original  compositions  at  the  annual 
MID-YEAR  CONCERT.  11  am.  544  Capp 
St.  647-6015. 

FEB.  7:  Learn  about  avian  eating  habits 
at  “BIRD  BUFFET,”  a  Randall  Museum 
workshop  for  ages  5  and  up  (under  8 
with  parent).  1  pm.  199  Museum  Way 
554-9600. 


FEB.  7:  The  San  Francisco  branch  ot 
the  American  FUCHSIA  SOCIETY  gives 
a  pruning  demonstration.  1-2:30  pm. 
Sloat  Garden  Center,  2700  Sloat  Blvd. 
566-4415. 


Guitarist  Alex  de  Grass!  joins  Peppino 
D’Agostino  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  on  Friday,  Feb.  27,  8:15  pm. 
Photo  by  Barry  Muniz. 

FEB.  7:  The  SHARON  ART  STUDIO 
celebrates  its  301h  anniversary  with  a 
gala  benefit  featuring  food,  cocktails, 
entertainment,  and  demonstrations. 
7-10  pm.  Golden  Gate  Park,  Sharon 
Building.  753-7005. 

FEB.  7,  8,12  413:  Kestutis  Nakas’ 
PERFORMANCE  Dead  Man  Talking - 
Confessions  of  a  Zombie  recounts  the 
story  of  a  New  Orleans  tourist  who 
meets  voodoo  queen  Marie  Laveau. 
Thurs.-Sat.,  8:30  pm;  Sun.,  7:30  pm. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St. 
826-5750. 


FEB.  7:  New  Dawn  YOGA  THERAPY’S 
“Fundamentals  of  Asana"  series  features 
lateral  postures.  2-6  pm.  The  Center  tor 
Movement  Education,  98  Chenery  St. 
285-1831. 

FEB.  7, 10  4  24:  The  SPCA  holds 
volunteer  orientations  tor  CAT 
SOCIALIZERS,  dog  walkers,  and 
adoption  counselors.  Feb.  7, 10  am- 
noon;  Feb.  10  &  24, 5-7  pm.  Education 
Center,  243  Alabama  St.  554-3000. 

FEB.  7, 14,  21  4  28:  The  Mission 
Branch  Library  otters  a  FAMILY  STORY 
TIME  for  children  age  2  and  older.  1 1 
am.  2601  Mission  St.  695-5090. 

FEB.  7, 14,  21  4  28:  The  Marsh 
otters  drop-in  ART  CLASSES  for  kids  ot 
all  ages.  1 1  -1 1 :45  am.  1 062  Valencia 
St.  826-5750. 

FEB.  8:  Tenor  Richard  Kennedy  and 
pianist  Dana  Chapman  perform  a 
RECITAL  featuring  works  by  Beethoven, 
Schumann,  and  Berg.  4  pm.  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

FEB.  8:  Noe  Valley  Ministry’s  TAIZE 
service  of  chanting,  meditation,  and 
prayer  begins  at  7  pm.  1021  Sanchez 
St.  282-2317. 

FEB.  10:  Kit  Kennedy  and  Glen 
Chesnut  read  from  their  POETRY  at 
Keane’s  3300  Club.  7  pm.  3300  Mission 
St.  826-6886. 

FEB.  11:  Storyteller  Yolanda  Rhodes 
performs  in  celebration  of  BLACK  HIS¬ 
TORY  MONTH.  7  pm.  Glen  Park  Library, 
653  Chenery  St.  337-4740. 


FEB.  12:  The  S.F.  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  sponsors  the  21st  annual 
free  VALENTINE’S  DAY  DANCE  for 
seniors.  12:30-3:30  pm.  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park.  666-7079. 

FEB.  12:  ZYZZYVA  hosts  “Forgotten 
San  Francisco,"  actors’  readings  from 
Frank,  Charles,  and  Kathleen  Norris. 
6:30  pm.  Main  Library,  Koret  Audito¬ 
rium,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4277. 

FEB.  12:  Contributors  to  the  POLITI¬ 
CAL  ZINE  BadSubjecfswW  be  on  hand 
to  discuss  their  work  and  beliefs.  7:30 
pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

FEB.  12-MARCH  8:  The  Studio  at 
Theatre  Rhinoceros  presents  LOU 
REDA’s  “Happy  Anniversary."  Thurs.- 
Sat.,  8:30  pm;  Sun.,  7:30  pm.  2926 
16th  St.  861-5079. 

FEB.  13:  High  schoolers  are  invited  to 
the  Randall  Museum’s  Cine  Club 
screening  of  Hiroshi  Teshigahara’s  film 
Woman  in  the  Dunes.  7  pm.  199 
Museum  Way,  864-2026. 

FEB.  13-MARCH  14:  Local  artists 
Ken  Fandell,  Kelsey  Nicholson,  and 
Ronnie  Ong  exhibit  INSTALLATIONS  at 
Southern  Exposure.  Reception  Feb.  13, 
6-8  pm.  401  Alabama  St.  863-2141. 

FEB.  14:  A  BOOK  SALE  sponsored  by 
Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  features  romances  (and  other 
books)  under  a  dollar.  9  am-3  pm. 
Main  Library,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4257. 


CUSTOM 

CAR  &  ENGINE  CARE 


Maintenance  •  Tune-ups  •  Repair  •  Foreign  &  Domestic 

•  Complete  Automotive  and  Truck  Service 

•  Pick  up  and  Delivery  Service  •  Complimentary  Towing 
•  Financing  Available 

Brakes  •  Fuel  Injection  Service  •  Clutches  •  Air  Conditioning  Service  &  Repair 

ENGINEREPAIR 

•  Engine  Rebuilding  •  Engine  Restoration 

THE  LATEST  IN  COMPUTER  DIAGNOSTICS  for 

•  Brakes  •  Tune-ups  •  Transmission  and  Clutch  Repair 

FULL  SERVICE  PARTS  and  ACCESSORIES  Department 

3730  Mission  Stroet  between  Highland  and  Park 
2  blocks  south  of  Cortland  in  Bernal  Heights 
Close  to  Noe  Valley  and  Glen  Park 

Open  Mon  -  Fri  8:00  am  -  6:00  pm 
•  Sat.  10:00  am  -  3:00  pm 

Phone  415-647-0149 
•  Fax  415-647-0182 


-  Cash  -  Discover  -  Travelers  Checks  - 

Mention  this  Ad  and  receive  10%  OFF 

all  labor  charges  -  Expires  4/30/98  - 


ASE  Certified 
Master 
Technicians 

• 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


Start  saving  now! 


m  Your  child’s  college  education 
may  cost  $160,000. 

Experts  estimate  that  public  college  tuition  payments  in  18 
years  could  reach  $40,0(X)  a  year.’*  Dean  Witter  can  show  you  how  to 
cover  that  tuition  expense  through  U.S.  Government-guaranteed 
Zero  Coupon  Treasury  STRIPS. 

U.S.  Treasury  STRIPS  are  typically  offered  at  a  deep  discount 
from  their  face  value  of  $1,000  and  pay  accreted  interest  at  matu¬ 
rity.  So  a  small  investment  today  can  grow  to  a  much  greater  value 
upon  maturity.**  And,  since  Treasury  STRIPS  are  available  in 
more  than  130  maturities,  you  can  plan  a  portfolio  timed  to  meet 
each  child’s  -  or  grandchild’s  -  annual  tuition  bills. 

For  more  information  on  this  simple  and  effective  way  to 
finance  a  future  college  education,  call  today  [or  send  for  details]. 


Anne-Marie  Fowler 
Account  Executive 


(415)  693-6546 


M  DEAN  WITTER 


*  Source:  College  Boards  Estimates  1997. 

**  Principal  and  accreted  interest  payments  are  guaranteed  when  STRIPS  are  held  to  maturity. 
Should  investors  sell  these  securities  prior  to  maturity,  they  may  receive  more  or  less  than  their 
original  investment,  depending  upon  interest  rates  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  /Uthough  not  received  until 
maturity,  accreted  interest  is  subject  to  annual  federal  taction  as  ordinary  income. 

©  1997  Dean  Witter  Reynolds  Inc.  Member  SIPC 

I  Dean  Witter  (#37300) 

’  Street  Address,  City,  State  ZIP 

□  Please  send  me  a  free  copy  of  "A  Guide  to  Zero  Coupon  Treasury  STRIPS.  ’ 


\  Namf*  - 

®  -  - 

State 

ZIP 

(  ) 

■  Home  Phone 

Business  Phone 
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FEB.  14:  The  scientific  and  educational 
research  organization  TECHNOCRACY 
presents  a  current  events  discussion 
on  crime,  poverty,  and  the  environment. 
2  pm.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
695-5095. 

FEB.  14:  Jayson  Wechter's  Chinese 
New  Year  TREASURE  HUNT  offers  three 
levels  of  difficulty  and  sends  partici¬ 
pants  scrambling  around  Chinatown, 
the  Financial  District,  and  North  Beach. 

A  potiuck  celebration  follows.  5  pm, 
rain  or  shine.  564-9585. 

FEB.  14:  The  CHINESE  NEW  YEAR 
parade  celebrates  the  year  ot  the  tiger. 
5:30-8  pm,  along  Market  and  Kearny 
streets. 

FEB.  14, 15,21  &  22:  The  eighth 
annual  San  Francisco  Zoo  Valentine's 
Day  SEX  TOUR  includes  shocking  facts 
about  Porky  and  Bess,  plus  a  visit  with 
the  wart  hogs  (for  adults  18  and  over).  9 
am  &  3  pm.  Call  753-7165  for  required 
reservations. 

FEB.  15:  Gay  and  straight  couples  are 
invited  to  renew  their  vows  at  a  service 
of  love  and  RE-COMMITMENT.  11  am. 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

FEB.  15:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER 
MUSIC  presents  Steve  Dibner  and 
friends  performing  a  “double  reed 
extravaganza.”  2  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  333-9444. 


FEB.  15:  Actor  PAUL  ROBESON  and 
the  U.N.  Convention  Against  All  Forms 
of  Racial  Discrimination  will  be  honored 
in  a  2  pm  celebration  at  the  Main 
Library.  100  Larkin  St.  557-4277. 

FEB.  17:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  shows 
FILMS  for  children  ages  3  to  5  at  10 
and  11  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

FEB.  17:  The  S.F.  AIDS  Foundation 
hosts  an  interactive  FORUM  for  men. 
“The  Man  Hunt:  Dateless  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco."  7-9  pm.  Josie’s  Cabaret  and 
Juice  Joint,  3583  16th  St.  487-8010. 

FEB.  18:  EDUCATOR  David  Ramirez 
from  Cal  State  Long  Beach  discusses 
“Preparing  Our  Children  for  the  Next 
Century."  7-8:30  pm.  Alvarado  School, 
625  Douglass  St.  695-5695. 

FEB.  18-APRIL  22:  James  Joyce's 
(yfysses  READING  GROUP,  led  by 
Michael  Rosenthal,  meets  for  10  Wed. 
nights,  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times  Book¬ 
store,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

FEB.  19:  DIANE  Dl  PRIMAand  Rachel 
Guido  deVries  read  from  their  work  at 
the  Poetry  Center  at  San  Francisco 
State.  4:30  pm.  1600  Holloway  Ave. 
338-2227. 

FEB.  20:  Electric  bassist  Michael  Man¬ 
ring  joins  flutist  Larry  Kassin  and 
pianist  Tom  Darter  in  an  evening  of 
musical  IMPROVISATION.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St,  454-5238. 


FEB.  20-MARCH  8:  Miracle  Theatre 
presents  Mime  Troupe  veteran  AUDREY 
SMITH  in  a  “musical  journey,"  Audrey 
Does  Kennedy.  Fri.  &  Sat.,  8:30  pm; 
Sun.,  7:30  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  826-5750, 

FEB.  21:  CHILDREN’S  TRAIN  DAY  at 
the  Randall  Museum  offers  a  chance  to 
engineer  San  Francisco’s  largest  model 
railroad.  12:30-4  pm.  199  Museum 
Way.  554-9600. 

FEB.  21:  U.C.S.F.  sponsors  a  class, 
“Safe,  Strong,  and  Streetwise:  SELF- 
DEFENSE  and  Assertiveness  for  Girls 
and  Boys.”  1:30-5:30  pm.  Milberry  Fit¬ 
ness  Center,  Studio  2, 500  Parnassus 
St.  476-5222. 

FEB.  22:  Bethany  Church  hosts 
a  MARDI  GRAS  celebration  with  a 
Dixieland  jazz  service  and  a  New 
Orleans  brunch.  11  am.  1268  Sanchez 
St.  647-8393. 

FEB.  22:  The  Community  Music  Cen¬ 
ter  FACULTY  CONCERT  of  American 
music  features  pianists  Bryan  Baker  and 
Suzanne  Garramone,  and  soprano 
Pamela  Sebastian.  3  pm.  544  Capp  St. 
647-6015. 

FEB.  22:  FINGERPICKING  GUITAR 
legends  Alex  DeGrassi  and  Peppino 
D'Agostino  perform  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  24:  Joan  Brady,  Jon  Greene,  and 
Marie  Henry  read  from  their  POETRY  at 
Keane’s  3300  Club.  7  pm.  3300  Mission 
St.  826-6886. 


FEB.  25:  Explore  INTERNET  BASICS 
using  Lynx  and  Netscape  browsers  at 
the  Main  Library.  5:30  pm.  Latino/ 
Hispanic  Community  Meeting  Room, 
100  Larkin  St,  557-4401. 

FEB.  26:  Bonnie  Lockhart  performs 
“Songs  and  MUSIC  GAMES  from 
Around  the  World”  for  ages  3  to  5  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library.  10  &  11  am.  451 
Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

FEB.  26:  Tom  Henry  and  Nancy  de 
Stefanis  show  slides  and  a  video  of  the 
GREAT  BLUE  HERONS  nesting  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  7:30  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way  554-9604. 

FEB.  27-MARCH  21:  The  Holy  The¬ 
atre  performs  a  daring  tribal  version  of 
Sophocles’  ANTIGONE.  Thurs.-Sat., 
7:30  pm;  Sat.  &  Sun.,  2  pm.  Yugen/Noh 
Space,  2840  Mariposa  St.  621-7797. 

FEB.  27:  Two  fingerpicking  guitar  leg¬ 
ends — Alex  de  Grass!  and  Peppino 
D’Agostino— return  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  28:  Rent  a  table  at  James  Lick 
Middle  School’s  FLEA  MARKET  and 
benefit  the  band  and  PE.  departments, 
while  you  cash  in  on  your  collectibles.  8 
am-3  pm.  For  info  call  Brian  Charron  at 
282-1864. 

FEB.  28:  GAMELAN  SEKAR  JAYA  and 
guests  perform  the  music  of  Bali.  8:15 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 
454-5238. 
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The  Winds  of  March 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March 
1998  issue,  due  out  Wednesday, 
March  3.  If  you’d  like  to  publicize 
an  upcoming  event,  send  us  your 
announcement  quick:  The  deadline 
for  Calendar  items  is  Feb.  15. 

(Yes,  it’s  a  short  month— sorry.) 

The  address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Calendar,  1021  Sanchez  St,,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  you  can 
email  us  at  jaxvoice@aol.com. 

If  you  have  questions  or  last- 
minute  changes,  call  Calendar 
Editor  Karol  Barske  at  285-6347.  □ 


ROYAL  KITCHEN 

CHINESE  CUISINE 

LUNCH  •  DINNER  •  TAKE  OUT  •  FREE  LOCAL  DELIVERY 
DAILY  SPECIALS  •  FREE  PARKING 
WE  USE  NO  MSG  •  WIDE  SELECTION  OF  VEGETARIAN  DISHES 
CHEF  IS  FROM  SOON  LEE 

“What  a  feast...  My  new  favorite  Chinese  restaurantl"  Dan  Leone,  sf  Bay  Guardian 

SALADS,  SOUP  &  APPETIZERS 

Ginger  Salad,  Green  Bean  Salad,  Sizzling  Rice  Soup,  Hot  &  Sour  Soup, 

Won  Ton  Soups  -  Pot  Stickers,  Dumplings,  Curry  Potato  Triangles,  Green  Onion 
Pancakes,  Steamed  Vegetable  Buns 

ENTREES 

General  Cho’s  Chicken  or  Prawns,  Korean  Chicken,  House  Special  Squid,  Curry 
Prawns  with  Eggplant,  Scallops  with  Broccoli  or  Snow  Peas,  Special  Seasoned 
Noodle  with  Fresh  Roasted  Garlic  and  Chicken,  Beef  or  BBQ  Pork 


824-4219  •  285-3128 

DELIVERY  HOURS 
4:30  pm  to  8:30  pm 
OPEN  HOURS 
Mon.  -  Fri.  11:00  am  -  10:00  pm 
Sat.  12:00  -  10:00  pm 
Sun.  5:00  pm  -  10:00  pm 


3253  Mission  Street 

Between  Valencia  &  29th  Sts. 

FREE  PARKING  at  Bank  of  America 
across  the  street 

Phone  your  Pick  Up  Orders  in  Advance 
AMEXP.,Visa  or  MasterCard  -  Min.  $10. 
No  Delivery  less  than  $10. 


appearance 


NATURAL  BEAUTY 

Emphasize  your  favorite  features  with  Aveda  makeup.  And  learn  the 
latest  trends,  customized  to  enhance  your  own 
natural  beauty  -  from  the  front  lines  of  fashion  -  direct  to  you. 

Danu  Kair  Design 

More  Than  A  Hair  Cut  -  An  Experience 

An  Aveda  Concept  Salon 

Come  in  Valentines  Day  for  a  complimentary  Aveda  Lifestyle 
Workshop  on  makeup  tips  and  application! 

Call  for  appointment. 

1478  A  Church  Street  •  Between  Caesar  Chavez  and  27th  Sts. 

415-643-4405 
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SWATDEE 

Thai  Cuisine 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  to  Our  Noe  Valley  Friends  and  Neighbors! 

Specializing  in  CURRY  •  Take-out  menu  available 
Ask  about  our  Daily  Specials  •  Serving  Lunch  &  Dinner 
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4166  24th  Street  (between  Castro  &  Diamond) 
Open  for  Lunch  10:30  —  4  •  Monday  —  Saturday 
Dinner  4—10  Monday  —  Saturday  •  Sunday  Dinner  4:30  ■ 
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824-8070 


^  ■■ . “ 

Valentine's  Day  Special 

50%  OFF  2nd  Entree  with  this  ad 

One  coupon  per  table  ♦  expires  2/2®/98 
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Kyi/lure^ 

A  e/a,  mee/  &:  (M/?lq^e  t/mme/i  !r  c/of/t/e^ 
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Going  Out  of  Business  Sale 
All  Merchandise  25  -  75%  Off 


Open  Everyday 


1320  Castro  Street 

(between  Jersey  &  24th  Street) 

282-0722 

K  A 

Come  see  Trish  at  Lovejoy's,  24th  and  Church  Street 


znHl 


4109  24TH  STREET.  SAN  ERANCISCO.  415  821-1515 


Fresh  basil.  Fresh  garlic. 
And,  after  a  couple  of  bottles 
of  house  red,  fresh  husband. 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


Hamano  Siuhi 

SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


Open  7  days  a  week 

1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 

826-0825 


THE  BEAT 


THE  PAPER 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

Call  for  Display  Ad  service:  415-239-1 114 


Photo  by  Jock  Tipple 
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for  tfie  90  s 


2/and  crafted  facials 

using  botanical  ingredients 

Z)eep  pore  cleansing  facials 

5’lycolic  and  acne  treatments 

!^ake-ups,  waxing,  and  tints 

full  line  of  facial  and 
body  care  products 

Celex-C”  distributor 

^ft  certificates  available 

( '‘all for  information 

~f}est/ieh\’ian-  T^allie  ^err/e  ap/minlmini 

Sevenfeen  years  experience  415.285.4868 
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Ex-circus  musician  Mark  Kennedy  still  plucks  the  strings  at  clubs  like  Enrico’s,  and  teaches  gui¬ 
tar  and  bass  out  of  his  home.  But  this  month  he’s  crossing  his  fingers  for  Audrey  Does  Kennedy, 
a  musical  revue  of  his  songs  premiering  at  the  Marsh  on  Feb.  20.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennord 


a  case  of  tendonitis  in  1976,  and  a  physi¬ 
cian  told  him  he’d  never  play  again. 

Kennedy’s  reaction  was  to  return  to 
electric  bass — using  a  pick  was  less  of  a 
strain — and  to  start  teaching  at  the  then- 
new  Blue  Bear  School  of  Music.  In  the 
late  ’70s,  a  drummer  friend  recruited  him 
into  the  Pickles,  in  what  Kennedy  recalls 
as  “the  golden  years  of  that  show.’’ 

“Bill  Irwin  was  working  for  them, 
Geoff  Hoyle,  Wendy  Parkman.  The  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  show  were  great,  all  very  bright 
and  talented,”  says  Kennedy,  noting  some 
of  the  names  that  have  gone  on  to  film  and 
other  national  exposure.  “And  Larry 
Pisoni,  who’d  founded  the  Circus,  was  a 
musician  himself,  so  he  pretty  much  left 
it  up  to  us  what  we  wanted  to  do.” 

Kennedy’s  music  was  inspired  partly  by 
such  Broadway  tunesmiths  as  Irving  Berlin 
and  Cole  Porter,  as  well  as  by  jazz’s  best- 
known  bassist,  the  late  Charles  Mingus. 
“He  was  a  bass  player  who  was  a  leader 
and  a  writer,  and  his  stuff  was  wild,  with 
almost  a  circus  quality.” 

Kennedy  toured  extensively  with  the 
Pickles  and  borrows  from  Dickens  in 
summing  up  that  experience: 

“It  was  the  best  of  times  and  it  was  the 
worst  of  times.  I’ve  never  been  in  a  show 
where  I  got  so  much  back  from  an  audi¬ 
ence.  In  two  out  of  three  performances, 
there’d  be  a  standing  ovation.... 

“But  [on  the  road]  we  had  to  sleep  in 
our  tents,  and  the  living  in  close  proxim¬ 
ity  got  to  be  very  difficult,  because  there 
was  no  way  of  getting  away  from  people.” 

Even  though  he  quit  the  Pickles  in 
1984  after  six  years,  Kennedy  found  he 
couldn’t  get  away  from  the  circus  life  al¬ 
together.  Trumpeter  Michael  Moore, 
who’d  also  quit,  urged  his  colleague  to 


join  another  homegrown  ensemble, 
Make*a*Circus.  “He  told  me  that  they 
didn’t  travel,  they  just  did  local  shows, 
and  it  was  only  three  rather  than  nine 
months  out  of  the  year... so  I  said  yes.” 

The  switch  to  Make*a*Circus  actually 
provided  new  compositional  challenges. 
“Even  though  it  was  a  smaller  show  with 
less  exposure,  their  thrust  at  the  time  was 
to  have  a  script,  along  with  the  circus 
skills.  So  that  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
write  more  musical  theater-type  stuff, 
songs  that  had  lyrics.” 

Kennedy  then  sought  other  outlets  for 
his  newly  fashioned  talent,  which  led  him 
to  found  the  Miracle  Theatre  in  1 993  with 
former  Pickle  clown  Joan  Mankin  and 
Make  *a*  Circus  veteran  Paoli  Lacy,  also 
of  Dell’ Arte  Players  fame. 

“We  all  had  a  circus  background,  so  we 
decided  to  found  a  company  that  had 
some  physical  comedy  along  with  live 
music  and  text.  We  did  a  show  called  Un¬ 
chartered  Ways  at  the  Marsh  in  ’94, 
which  Joan  and  I  performed  in.  We  pro¬ 
duced  Diane  Wozniak  [a  popular  Pickle 
clown]  at  the  Bayfront.  And  then  we  did 
The  Two-Bit  Tango  at  Josie’s  Cabaret.” 

Following  the  last  Tango  run  in  early 
1997,  Kennedy  decided  to  leave  Make 
*a*Circus.  “I  was  about  to  turn  50... and 
there  was  quite  a  bit  of  physical  labor  in¬ 
volved  in  sening  up  and  striking  [taking 
down]  the  show.  Trying  to  keep  up  with 
20-year-old  acrobats... f/wf  1  wouldn’t  miss.” 

He  turned  his  attention  to  Audrey 


Smith,  the  featured  performer  in  Tango 
and  a  staple  of  the  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe  during  the  time  Kennedy  served 
with  the  Pickles. 

“In  many  ways  1  see  her  as  the  things 
I’m  not,”  Kennedy  says  of  the  woman 
who  will  sing  his  songs  in  the  latest  Mir 
acle  production  at  the  Marsh.  “Most  im¬ 
portantly,  Audrey  has  a  good  voice,  with 
a  tremendous  range.  And  she  also  has  great 
stage  presence  and  can  act.  So  she  can  take 
lyrics  that  I  wrote,  and  all  the  nuances 
come  out.  She  can  dramatize  anything.” 

In  Audrey  Does  Kennedy.  Smith  “will 
play  a  singer,  a  little  girl,  a  grandmother, 
a  Jamaican  reggae  star,  and  a  sleazy  guy. 
She’ll  be  on  stage  performing  and  then 
step  back,  and  we  will  see  her  being  off¬ 
stage  and  talking  with  the  piano  player 
[current  Pickle  Circus  music  director  Jef¬ 
frey  Gaeto]  and  singing  songs  while  she 
does  her  costume  changes.” 

The  show’s  script  (aside  from  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  songs)  is  by  Mercilee  Jenkins  and 
direction  by  Paoli  Lacy.  (Lacy  is  artistic 
director  of  the  Miracle,  which  is  head¬ 
quartered  on  16th  Street.) 

Gaeto  is  sole  accompanist.  After  op)en- 
ing  night,  Kennedy  will  be  out  playing 
bass  at  gigs  at  Enrico’s,  Maxfield’s,  and 
elsewhere  “to  help  finance  this  thing.” 

Kennedy  earns  half  his  money  by  pjer- 
forming  and  half  by  teaching  guitar  and 
acoustic  and  electric  bass,  both  at  his  Ar¬ 
lington  Street  home  and  at  the  Commu¬ 
nity  Music  Center  on  Capp  Street.  More 
than  a  few  of  his  students  are  from  Noe 
Valley,  “and  I  hopje  to  get  more.” 

Although  now  divorced,  Kennedy  and 
his  former  wife  clearly  passed  on  a  love 
of  music  to  their  son  Miles,  who  at  18  is 
a  jazz  drummer  attending  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  and  jamming  a  few  blocks  away  at 
the  Blue  Note.  “Miles  doesn’t  know  enough 
to  be  intimidated,”  says  his  proud  father. 

The  elder  Kennedy  hop)es  that  his  new 
musical  revue,  drawn  from  decades  of 
songwriting,  will  be  seen  and  heard  as 
.  more  than  just  a  creative  approach  to 
midlife  crisis.  “Things  in  my  life  haven’t 
always  been  so  upbeat,  and  I  tend  to  be 
kind  of  a  dark  pDerson,”  he  admits.  “So 
there’s  an  edge  to  my  music.  But  it  has 
humor,  irony,  and  satire,  with  a  little  bit¬ 
ing  social  commentary.  It  plays  on  a  few 
different  levels.”  □ 

The  show  Audrey  Does  Kennedy  will 
run  Fridays  and  Saturdays  (8:30  p.m.), 
and  Sundays  (7:30  p.m.).  Feb.  20  through 
March  8.  For  ticket  inforrruition,  call  the 
Marsh  at  826-5750.  The  club  is  located 
at  1062  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  Street. 


Guitar  Lessons 
$20  - 1/2  hour  •  $35  -  hour 

Patient  Teachers  with  a  half  century  of 
combined  expierience. 

All  styles  +  other  fretted  insturments. 
3914  A  24th  St.  •  415-821-6644 


Learn  to 


•  Breathing  &  vocal  technique 

•  Confidence 

•  Ear  training,  harmony  &  more 

Individual  instruction  from  a 
professional  and  supportive 
teacher  in  Noe  Valley 

Christopher  Berkner  415  406-7314 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

al  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 

No  smoking,  all  ages  welcome!  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM 

Fri.  Feb.  20  MICHAEL  MANRING,  LARRY  KASSIN 
i  TOM  DARTER 

'The  world's  greatest  electric  bassist"  joins  flutist 
and  NV  Music  series  director  Kassin  and  pianist  Darter 
In  an  evening  of  improvisation,  jioadv  jwdoor 

Sat.  Feb.  22  ALEX  DE  GRASSl  &  PEPPING  D'AGOSTINO 

The  fingerpicking  guitar  legends  return  to  our  staae. 

t12tdvSt4door  “ 

Sat.  Feb.  28  GAMELAN  SEKAR  JA  YA 

Featuring  Balinese  guest  musicians  and  dancers. 

SnadYSUdoor 


Michael  Manring 


Coming  St  March  T:  Uutin  Simpaon  s 
Band  ol  Angak,  tl!  adv  fu  door 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12  and  accompanied  by  an  adult)  1/2  price  at  the  door. 

Call  454-5238  for  information. 

Advance  Tickets  available  at  Streetlight  Records  •  3979  24th  Street  •  282-3550 
Visit  our  Website  at  www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


Songwriter 
Leaves  the 
Circus  for 
The  Theater 

By  Jeff  Kaliss 

Glance  at  the  handbill  for  the  Miracle 
Theatre ’s  new  musical  re vue,  Audrey  Does 
Kennedy,  and  your  curiosity  is  bound  to 
be  tickled.  The  flyer  shows  a  blissful  fe¬ 
male  (singer  Audrey  Smith)  stretched  out 
in  bed  beside  a  huge  acoustic  string  bass 
(belonging  to  composer  Mark  Kennedy). 
What’s  going  on  with  this  show,  which 
opfens  at  the  Marsh  on  Valencia  Street  on 
the  20th  of  this  month? 

“Most  pteople  will  not  have  heard  any¬ 
thing  I’ve  written,”  says  Kennedy,  relax¬ 
ing  not  too  far  from  his  real-life  bed  on 
Arlington  Street,  near  Fairmount  School 
in  “outer”  Noe  Valley. 

Actually,  you  might  well  have  heard 
his  songs,  if  you’ve  ever  enjoyed  the 
band  at  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  or  Make 
*a*  Circus.  Kennedy  worked  as  a  com¬ 
poser  and  bass  player  for  one  or  the  other 
of  those  two  troupes  for  almost  20  years. 

And  if  you  were  listening  closely,  you 
might  have  realized  that  San  Francisco 
was  spawning  a  new  circus  sound,  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  advance  of  the  much  bigger, 
better-promoted  Cirque  de  Soleil. 

“It  was  in  a  jazz  idiom,  but  we  wrote  it 
as  if  it  were  a  dance,”  Kennedy  says  about 
his  creations  for  the  Pickles.  “We  tried  to 
make  it  as  unlike  John  Philip  Sousa  as 
possible.  Not  to  say  that  we  reinvented 
circus  music,  but  we  had  a  part  in  it.” 

The  funny  but  sardonic  melodies  that 
once  accompanied  jugglers  and  trapeze 
artists  will  be  a  part  of  his  new  Miracle 
Theatre  show,  but  “there  are  quite  a  few 
different  styles  of  music,”  the  composer 
points  out.  In  Audrey  Does  Kennedy, 
singer  Audrey  Smith  will  mine  the  best 
of  Kennedy’s  rich  repertoire,  including 
“bebop  vocals,  a  couple  of  reggae  tunes, 
show  tunes,  blues  tunes,  rock  tunes,  and 
a  couple  of  love  songs.” 

The  variety  draws  on  the  influences 
of  Kennedy’s  musical  past.  Raised  in 
Vermont,  he  went  on  to  study  art  at  the 
Ringling  School  in  Sarasota,  Florida 
(founded,  ironically,  by  one  of  the  circus- 
promoting  brothers).  But  he  soon  decided 
it  was  more  exciting  to  tour  New  England 
and  New  York  State,  playing  electric  bass 
with  several  rock  bands  in  the  late  ’60s 
and  early  ’70s. 

Later,  after  some  training  in  classical 
music,  Kennedy  moved  on  to  acoustic 
stand-up  bass  and  jazz  studies  at  Boston’s 
Berklee  College  of  Music.  He  then  mar¬ 
ried  a  San  Francisco  woman,  Laurie  Co¬ 
hen,  and  was  convinced  to  relocate  to  her 
hometown  in  1975. 

“I  knew  I  couldn’t  make  a  living  in  Ver¬ 
mont — there’s  no  way  you  can  play  jazz 
there,”  Kennedy  claims.  “But  there  was  a 
24-hour  jazz  station  in  San  Francisco,  and 
the  jazz  scene  seemed  not  quite  as  intim¬ 
idating  as  in  New  York.” 

Indeed,  he  picked  up  a  gig  accom¬ 
panying  singer  Michelle  Hendricks  at 
Gatsby ’s  in  Sausalito.  But  his  relationship 
with  the  acoustic  bass  was  interrupted  by 

Piano  Lessons  for 
Beginners 

Affiliated  with  California 
Vocal  Arts  Studio  in  Noe  Valley 

$15 /half  hour  $25  / 50  minutes 
Christine  Seigel  826-5154. 


TACOS  •  SPICY  CHICKEN 
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BURRITOS  •  TACOS  •  ENCHILADAS 
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TAQUERIA 


Serving 

Fresh  •  Fast  •  Fantastic 

MEXICAN  FOOD 


In  the  Heart  of 

NOE  VALLEY 


Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 
3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  •  648-0477 
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NV31S  •  V3S3B3  VOOV  •  SlSlV3a  MOVIR 


Landscapes  &  Tree  Care 

NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 

Call  Us  Today! 

566-5536 

Landscape  Design  &  Installation 
Fences  •  Decks  •  Retaining  Walls  •  Frost  Damage  Repair 
Drainage  &  Irrigation  •  Drought  Tolerant  Plants 
Transplanting  •  Nightlighting 

Complete  Tree  Service  •  Certified  Arborist 

Grown  Reduction  •  Pruning  •  Trimming  •  Reshaping 
Removals  •  Tree  Health  Maintenance  •  Insured 

Free  Estimates  Over  16  Years  Experience 
Reasonable  Rates  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


Licensed  &  Bonded  CA.  Lie.  #562324  1  0%  OFF  WATER  CONSERVING  ORIP  SYSTEMS 


THE  TAX 

Managers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Members:  National 
Association  of  Enrolled 
Agents 


•Individual  •Tax  Planning 

•Business  Returns  •Prior  Year  Returns 
•Electronic  Filing  •Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 


^^4 


^  Love  is  in  the  Air  at 

One  Stop  Party  Shop 


'ff/s 


1998 

Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 
Deliveries  too! 

Beautiful  &  Unique  Gift  Items 
for  that  Special  Someone 

Free  Gift  Wrap  with  a  $10  purchase 


1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  824-0414 
Open  12-7  Monday-Friday  •  10-6  Saturday  and  Sunday 


GETONE 

FREE/ 


Redeemable  Only  at; 


, A.  Delicious  Brownie  with 
Ben  &  Jerry’s  Ice  Cream 
or  Frozen  Yogurt,  Hot  Fudge 
6?  Fresh  Whipped  Crea^ 


BEN&JERRY% 

VERMONT’S  FINEST  •  ICE  CREAM  ^  FROZEN  YOGURT™ 


451  Castro  St. 

San  Francisco  •  252-8181 


Offer  valid  only  with  coupon.  Expires  2/28/98.  One  coupon  per  customer,  j 

Ben  &  Jerry’s  Castro  Is  owned  by  Juma  Ventures,  a  SF  non-profit  which  provides  j 
employment  Se  training  for  youth.  100%  of  all  profits  fund  youth  employment  programs,  j 
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Things  Are 
Humming 
At  Good 
Vibrations 

By  Rayne  Wolfe 

When  you  travel  through  Baja  Noe,  it’s 
easy  to  overlook  Good  Vibrations,  the 
“sexuality  boutique”  at  1 2 1 0  Valencia  St. 
After  all,  the  building’s  facade  is  nonde¬ 
script,  and  the  storefront  windows  are 
completely  opaque.  But  the  employees 
deny,  deny,  deny  ducking  Kenneth  Starr 
and  his  army  of  subpoena  servers.  The 
truth  is,  they’ve  covered  up  the  windows 
out  of  consideration  for  their  neighbors 
across  the  street — a  city  grammar  school. 

The  crew  at  Good  Vibrations  is  on  a 
mission.  They  want  to  increase  commu¬ 
nication  about  s-e-x.  They’ve  been  a  class 
act  since  1977,  when  sex  therapist  Joani 
Blank  christened  the  original  200-square- 
foot  store  at  3416  22nd  St.  And  20  years 
later,  the  tradition  of  good  taste  continues. 

In  a  woman-owned-and-operated  busi¬ 
ness,  there’s  no  room  for  the  out-and-out 
sleaze  typical  of  most  sex  aid  purveyors. 
In  other  words,  if  you  ’re  looking  for  blow¬ 
up  dolls,  catch  a  bus  to  North  Beach. 

Consider  the  results  of  a  recent  Ladies 
Home  Journal  readership  poll:  47%  of 
women  use  erotica  or  pornography  to 
heighten  lovemaking,  30%  of  women  use 
sex  toys — and  surprise,  surprise — 42% 
of  women  want  more  sex. 

If  you  live  near  Good  Vibrations,  you 
might  want  to  practice  that  old  grammar 
school  drill — duck  and  cover! — because 
the  stock  is  flying  off  the  shelves. 

Currently,  72  employees  (six  of  whom 
are  men)  work  in  this  unique  co-op  envi¬ 
ronment.  With  sales  split  60/40  between 
female  and  male  customers,  the  staff  is 
happy  to  assist  customers  of  all  stripes. 
The  workers  pride  themselves  on  service 
without  any  sexual  chips  on  their  shoul¬ 
ders.  Remember  their  motto:  “Sex  toys 
are  a  universal  pleasure.” 


Once  inside,  shoppers  can  browse 
through  four  product  areas,  as  mellow 
music  floats  through  the  softly  carpeted 
room.  Newcomers  may  find  that  the  book 
comer  —  with  everything  from  coffee- 
table  tomes  on  the  history  of  pin-ups  to 
hardcore  erotica — is  the  least  intimidat¬ 
ing  spot  to  start.  There’s  a  bench  tucked 
under  a  potted  palm  to  allow  for  relaxed 
review  of  titles.  Thumb  through  Best 
American  Erotica  1993-1997  or  The 
Claiming  of  Sleeping  Beauty,  the  first  in 
the  Anne  Rice  triology.  Or  check  out  my 
current  favorite:  The  Best  of  American 
Girlie  Magazines,  a  chunky  paperback  on 
the  art  and  history  of  ’50s  pulp  magazines. 

Those  who  prefer  audio/visual  stimu¬ 
lation  can  scan  the  video  library.  The  store 
has  movies  for  purchase  or  rent.  Or  if 
you’ve  made  more  than  one  bad  viewing 
decision  based  on  the  video  box  photos, 
you  can  flip  through  the  Good  Vibrations 
Guide  to  Adult  Videos.  This  notebook 
gives  customer  reviews  of  videos 
grouped  by  category,  such  as  “amateur,” 
“golden  age,”  “couples,”  “educational,” 
and  “woman-centered.” 

Then  there’s  the  lotion  and  oils  area, 
chock  full  of  everything  needed  for  mas¬ 
sage  and  lubrication.  This  is  not  your 
cherry  licorice-flavored  underpants  kind 
of  thing,  though.  As  Cosmopolitan  mag¬ 
azine  noted,  what  you’ll  find  here  is 
“more  Body  Shop  than  Pink  Pussycat.” 

Of  course,  one  rear  comer  of  the  shop 
offers  a  floor-to-ceiling  display  of  dildos, 
in  all  sizes,  colors,  and  plastic  consisten¬ 
cies.  (Some  are  hung  in  black  leather  har¬ 
nesses  and  point  to  the  center  of  the  room, 
perhaps  making  more  than  one  person 
feel  like  a  whale  swimming  into  a  har¬ 
poon  convention.) 

But  the  biggest  draw  at  Good  Vibra¬ 
tions  has  got  to  be  the  vibrator  collection. 
Customers  crowd  around  to  test  the  speed 
and  sound  of  dozens  of  pink,  black,  and 
fluorescent-green  “vibes”  perched  on  the 
shelves.  You  can  closely  inspect  the  wa¬ 
terproof  Aquassager,  or  fire  up  the  Turbo 
Rocket.  Or  even  try  out  a  remote-con¬ 
trolled  vibrator  with  a  range  of  20  feet! 

On  tables  throughout  the  room  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  just  how  busy  the  buyers  at  Good 
Vibrations  must  be,  combing  the  world 


for  the  latest  products  to  bundle  into  spe¬ 
cial  gift  packs.  They’ve  already  set  out  an 
assortment  for  Valentine’s  Day.  Maybe 
the  love  of  your  life  would  appreciate  the 
“Cupid ’s  Stash  Pack”  or  a  “Hot  Date  Kit.” 
There’s  always  “Good  Vibes  to  Go,”  a 
sexual  pleasure  starter  kit  that  even  Aunt 
Hazel  might  like. 

If  heavy  rains  or  just  plain  shyness  pre¬ 
vent  you  from  strolling  down  to  Good  Vi¬ 
brations,  you  can  log  on  to  the  store ’s  web 
site,  www.goodvibes.com.  Open  Enter¬ 
prises — an  umbrella  company  for  Good 
Vibrations,  Down  There  Press,  and  the 
Sexuality  Library  —  launched  the  site  in 
1996  and  pulled  in  a  whopping  six  grand 
the  first  month.  Ojten  Enterprises’  current 
monthly  online  sales  are  $42,000,  a  fig¬ 
ure  that  helped  thmst  the  company  onto 
PC  Computing  magazine’s  Top  100  Cy¬ 
berstores  list.  (The  Good  Vibrations  store, 
which  also  mns  a  mail-order  division,  has 
been  named  one  of  the  Top  100  Eastest 
Growing  Businesses  and  the  Top  50 
Woman-Owned  Businesses  in  the  Bay 
Area,  two  lists  published  by  the  San 
Francisco  Business  Times.) 

The  web  site’s  popularity  is  understand¬ 
able.  Most  people  can’t  resist  clicking  on 


With  sex  on  everybody’s  minds  these  days, 
the  employee-owners  at  Good  Vibrations, 
including  (I.  to  r.)  Gina  Gomez,  Michaela  MP, 
Mindi  Levine  (seated),  and  Cheryl  Tesch,  are 
pleased  to  help  people  relax  and  enjoy  it. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


the  antique  vibrator  museum. 

Well,  Good  Vibrations  the  store  is  the 
home  of  the  original  museum.  And  the 
shop  regularly  exhibits  artists’  work.  Pho¬ 
tographer  Laurie  Toby  Edison  will  dis¬ 
play  pictures  of  male  nudes  in  February. 

And  don’t  forget  Good  Vibes’  calendar 
of  classes  and  speakers.  This  month  you 
can  sign  up  for  Male  Erotic  Massage 
(Feb.  9),  Lesbian  Pom  101  (Feb.  16),  or 
the  Romance  of  Restraint  (Feb.  23)  —  a 
nice  opportunity  to  leam  your  basic  knots. 

You  can  also  enter  the  shop’s  Guess  the 
Condoms  (in  the  jar)  Contest  in  honor  of 
National  Condom  Week,  Feb.  14  to  21. 

The  store,  located  on  Valencia  near 
23rd,  is  open  Sunday  through  Thursday 
from  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  and  Friday  and 
Saturday  from  1 1  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Need  more  information,  Mr.  Starr?  Give 
Good  Vibrations  a  buzz  at  974-8980.  □ 


ORTHOPEDIC  ACUPUNCTURE  &  MASSAGE 

•  Speeds  healing 

•  Reduces  pain,  inflammation  and  edema 

•  Improves  joint  function 

•  Improves  muscle  tone  and  performance 

•  Prevents  and  separates  muscular  adhesions 

•  Treats  arthritis  and  many  musculoskeletal  conditions 


NINA  ALLEN,  l.Ac.,  d.n.b.a.o: 

Massage  Therapist  since  1979 
Acupuncturist  and  Herbalist  since  1985 

Weekend  and  Evening  Hours  •  W.C.  and  Insurance  Accepted 

(415)  285-6774 

Diplnm.ili'  N.ilion.il  Ho.ird  iil  Vmpuncturi-  Orlhopediis 
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The  Muni  tracks  that  wind  over  the  hill  from  Dolores  Park  to  Noe  Valley  provide  a  shortcut  for  the  occasional  pedestrian.  Brave 
or  foolish,  all  but  the  totally  deaf  can  hear  the  new  J-cars  coming  round  the  bend.  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦  “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 
♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

•  Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Timing  Belts 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN 


DAYS  A  WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner;  neighborhood-specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications.  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

•  Free  initial  consultation;  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
{415)  282.6344 


HERTHI 

REAL  ESTATE 

Serving  Our 
Community  since 
1965 

555  Castro  Street  861-5200 
www.herth.com 
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Moving  in  mysterious  ways.  The  Voice’s  stakeout  of  the  colorful  vehicle  above  failed  to  reveal  if  the  driver  was  just  a  big  fan — or 
the  J  Man  himself.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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64S-5161 
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American  Heart 
Association 

Fighting  Heart  Disease 
and  Stroke 


AMERICAN  HEART 
ASSOCIATION 
MEMORIALS  &  TRIBUTES 


1-800- AHA-USAl 


This  space  provided  as  a  public  service. 
©19^,  American  Heart  Association 


Come  visit  us  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
This  month’s  Class  Ads 
and  the  top  news  stories 
and  columns  are  posted 
on  our  lovely  web  site. 
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Now  under  new  ownership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM-11  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 
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m  OBJECT  IN  MIRROR  MAY  BE 

^LESS  EXPENSIVE  TO  INSURE  THAN  IT  APPEARS, 
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in  good  hands. 

tclusive  Agent 

llstate  Insurance  Company 
,326  Castro  (betvYeen  Jersey  &24tb  Streets) 

415  642-6569  642-7287  (fax) 

Open8:30-6.Mon.-Fri.;9-lSat. 

“Save  20%  on  your  homeowner’s  when  you  insure  your  car,  too.” 

Being  in  good  hands  is  the  only  place  to  be'." 


For  Your  Good  Health 

This  Cold  and  Flu  Season 


Yo^l  Teas  I6  bag 


Aieieit  Healii)  ForniUs 

Cold  Season,  Ginger,  Breathe  Deep,  Lemon- 
Ginger,  Throat  Comfort,  Vitamin  C  &  Amla 


reg  3.49 


Sale  2.79 


Echinacea  Goldenseal  Tinctnres 


1  oz.  srp  7.99 
2oz.  srp  15.49 


Sale  6.39 
Sale  12.39 
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The  Real  Food  Company  3939  24*^  Street  282-9500 
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What’s  your  most  critical 
financial  need? 


•  College  saving? 

•  Selecting  investments? 

•  Saving  for  retirement  ? 

•  Mortgages  and  credit? 

•  Cuning  taxes? 

•  Protecting  your  family’s  assets? 

Whatever  your  age  or  financial  need,  Merrill  Lynch  has  more  ways  to 
make  your  financial  plan  work  for  you  than  any  other  firm.  One  of  our 
Financial  Consultants  can  help  you  develop  an  individualized  financial  plan 
and  specific  strategies  appropriate  for  your  needs,  asset  level  and  risk 
profile.  If  you’re  concerned  about  your  financial  future,  call  one  of  the 
numbers  below  for  more  information  on  achieving  your  financial  goals. 
Because  the  difference  is  planning. 

The  difference  is  Merrill  Lynch. 

510-208-3823  or  1-800-937-0725 
Attn:  Chris  Young 
Email:  Chris_Young@ml.com 

Merrill  Lynch 

A  tradition  of  trust. 

C  1996Meai8Ly«ck,  PKKe>FcMcr&Smi(kI»coqK>nCed.  Meaib«r9PC. 


It’s  Not  Victorian  Style,  but  this  photo  was  indeed  taken  in  Noe  Valley  (on  22nd 
Street) — not  the  Marina.  The  love  of  garden  statuary  exists  citywide,  and  our  fondness  for 
concrete  lions  could  serve  as  the  subject  of  a  photo  essay  all  to  itself.  Photo  by  Ed  Buryn 


''Good  service,  good  coverage, 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there.® 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 


Dont  sweat  home  financing. 


Til  go  the  distance  for  you. 


Jessica  Lanning 


Real  Estate  Financial  Services 


1902  Van  Ness  Ave.,  3rd  Floor 
San  Francisco  94109 

(415)  292-1999 

Purchases  •  Refinances  •  Equity  Lines 


STATE  FARM 

INSURANCE 


PESKY  PAPERWORK 
MAKIN'  YOU  CRAZY? 

Let  us  help  you  get  organized !  ^ 

•  BOOKKEEPING  • 

•  CONSULTING  • 

•  lifORO  PROCESSING  • 

•  GRRPHICS  • 

•  lOEB  PRGES  • 


Free  Brochure 


Pno^ed4404ici  cMeJ/p>  415-643-2800 
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YouWe 
Got  to 
Love 
Those 
Readers 


Yes,  Kate  McNulty  of  25th  Street  went 
from  here  to  Timbuktu  (the  sign  above  is  in 
French).  She  spent  Christmas  there  in  the 
northern  part  of  Mali,  West  Africa,  visiting 
her  sister,  a  Peace  Corps  volunteer. 


George  Powers  ponders  a  page  of  the 
hometown  news  while  resting  among  the 
ruins  of  Olympia,  Greece.  Behind  the 
camera  is  his  wife,  Christine  Chorney. 


Is  anyone  out  there 
reading?  You  bet. And 
theyVe  writing  and 
taking  snapshots  and 
sending  them  in  to 
us  for  proof.  It*s  cer¬ 
tainly  welcome  mail. 
Thanks  to  all  of  you. 


Thirtieth  Street  residents  Kate  Depman 
and  Jim  Woods  paused  for  a  news  break  in 
the  medieval  French  village  of  Saintes,  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  Bordeaux. 


Anyone  recognize  these  readers?  The  photo— of  two  soldiers  recently  assigned  to 
an  operation  in  South  Korea — came  our  way  from  the  Nth  U.S.  Coast  Guard  in  Hawaii. 
Our  editor  in  charge  hadn’t  been  able  to  identify  them  by  deadline. 


Largest  Selection  of  Film  Titles  in  Noe  Valley 

•  Laser  Discs  •  Movies  for  Kids 

•Movie  Sales  -Video  Games 

and  Rentals  for  Rent 

•  Foreign  Films  •  Music  Videos 

•  Blank  Tapes  •  UFO  Documentaries 

•Adult  Films 

Check  out  our  monthly  990  Rental  Specials' 


SEE  HITS  IN  FEBRUARY  LIKE: 

•  Devil's  Advocate  •  Air  Force  One  • 
Mad  City  •  The  Man  Who  Knew  Too  Little 
*  The  Edge  •  Good  Burger  •  Most  Wanted  • 
•  Gang  Related  •  G.  I.  Jane  • 


I  Open  10:00  -  10:00  pm  Monday  -  Thursday 
10:00  -  11 :00  pm  Friday  -  Saturday 
Noon  -  9:00  pm  Sunday 

Movie  Night  Drop/VCR  Rental 

1201  Church  St.  ijon-newmovies 

(AT  24TH  STREET)  fOL  5  PightS  fOL 

648-0300  only  $5! 


Start  the  Year  Off  With  a  Great  New  Look! 


''$10  off  Hair  Styles  with  Larry  &  Rari 

New  clients  only  •  with  this  adexpires  2/28/98 

"We  bring  out  the  best  in  you " 


24th  St.  San  Francisco  641 .8948 


C@L@RCRANE 


©ffice  Supplies,  Art  Supplies,  Gifts  «nd  msre 


Office  2up|)lie2  •  Arf  2u{)()liee  •  Stafionaty  2ete  •  SanHo  Gifts 
Paper  Dolle  •  Picture  Poetcardfi  •  Color  Copies  •  B/W  Copies 
Desktop  Publishirig  •  Rubber  Statnpes  (bririg  in  your  own  desig  or 
choose  from  our  large  selection)  •  Business  Cards  •  Laser  Printouts 


Monday 

Sunday 


Saturday 


3957  24th  street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

9  AM  -  6:30  PM 
11  AM-  5:00  PM 


Tel:  415-285-1387 
Fax:  415-285-3518 
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Voice  Portfolio 


View  from  Inside  St.  Paul’s  to  Church  Street 

by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


How  I  Spent  My 
Winter  Vacation 

After  reading  young  Rayne  Wolfe’s 
funny  piece  in  the  December  Voice 
on  the  advantages  of  drafting  one’s  own 
obituary,  I  was  tempted  to  spend  the 
holidays  writing  mine.  After  all,  I  was 
about  to  celebrate  my  79th  birthday  in 
January.  But  having  survived  the  Christ¬ 
mas  rush — and  all  the  high-fat  goodies 
that  go  along  with  it — I  decided  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  tempt  fate. 

So  instead,  I  devoted  the  rest  of 
December  to  sending  off  the  greeting 
cards  that  our  printer  son  Eric  made 
from  a  drawing  I  did  of  St.  Mark’s 
Basilica  when  Leo  and  I  visited  Venice 
in  1982.  The  beautiful  11th-century 
basilica  has  been  carefully  tended  and 
preserved  over  the  ages,  despite  the  fact 
that  it  is  threatened  year  after  year  by 
water  lapping  at  its  front  door. 

Meanwhile,  scientists  say  that  the 
North  and  South  Poles  are  melting  at  an 
alarming  rate.  They  predict  that  all  of 


Florence  wants  to  donate  this  painting  to 
San  Francisco.  But  it  may  take  years  for 
City  Hall  to  accept  and  record  the  gift. 


the  shorelines  around  the  world  will  be 
under  water  in  time — including  ours! 

With  this  in  mind,  I.  would  like  to 
renew  my  plea  to  keep  San  Francisco’s 
own  most  valuable  institutions  of  art 
and  science — the  de  Young  Museum 
and  the  Academy  of  Sciences — on  the 
high  ground  where  they  now  stand  in 
Golden  Gate  Park! 

There  would  be  no  reason  even  to 
consider  relocating  them  except  that 
over  the  past  seven  or  eight  years,  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  has 
restricted  car  access  to  Golden  Gate 
Park  on  Sundays  and  is  now  planning  to 
do  the  same  on  Saturdays.  1  am  against 
these  restrictions,  and  so  1  composed  the 
following  letter  to  include  in  my  greet¬ 
ing  card  to  various  civic  leaders: 

“On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  23, 1  had  a  little  research  to  do  at  the 
de  Young  Museum,  where  I  work  as  a 
volunteer  docent.  My  husband  Leo 
drove  me  to  Eighth  Avenue  and  Fulton 
Street,  where  we  noted  that  all  the 
nearby  streets  were  solidly  lined  with 
automobiles.  The  park  roads  had  been 
closed  off  to  motor  traffic,  in  order  to 
accommodate  strollers,  skaters,  bikers, 
and  skateboarders. 

“But  where  were  the  pedestrians? 
Once  upon  a  time,  the  concourse  would 
have  been  alive  with  activity  at  10:30 
on  a  sunny  Sunday  morning.  Yet  up  and 
down  JFK  Drive  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
see,  the  thoroughfare  was  devoid  of 
either  cars  or  people.  Inside  the  mu¬ 
seum,  only  the  guards  ambled  through 
the  galleries,  although  the  previous  Sun¬ 
day  paper  had  announced  in  full  color 


the  arrival  of  the  dazzling  Ikat  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  splendid  silks  from  Central  Asia. 
What  a  waste — of  the  park  as  well  as 
the  facilities  within  the  concourse! 

“Long  ago — after  1894  for  the 
de  Young  and  following  the  1906 
Earthquake  for  the  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences — a  wiser  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  granted  space  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  to  these  two  worthy  cultural 
establishments,  and  a  beautiful  oasis  of 
culture  was  created.  But  more  recently, 
in  an  undemocratic  act  of  betrayal,  they 
adopted  a  plan  that  denied  public  access 
on  the  most  popular  day  and  so  cur¬ 
tailed  needed  entry  fees  that  finance 
operation  and  education. 

“I  write  to  you  as  a  docent  at  both  the 
de  Young  and  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
who  fully  realizes  how  many  young 
minds  are  opened  and  informed  by 
these  institutions,  which  offer  much  that 
cannot  be  duplicated  in  the  public 
schools.  It  is  now  urgent  that  something 
be  done  to  reverse  and  control  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department’s 
mindless  and  ruinous  actions. 

“For  this  reason  I  applaud  Supervisor 
Michael  Yaki’s  well-thought-out  pro¬ 
posal  to  keep  open  at  all  times  the  thor¬ 
oughfares  from  10th  Avenue  eastward 
to  the  concourse.” 

Wishing  to  be  sure  that  the  man  with 
the  most  clout  received  my  message, 

I  hand-delivered  it  to  Mayor  Willie 
Brown’s  office.  His  secretary  then  gra¬ 
ciously  directed  me  to  another  office 
where  I  needed  to  attend  to  a  different 


matter.  Six  months  earlier,  I  had  offered 
to  give  the  city  a  painting  of  City  Hall, 
which  I  had  done  to  honor  the  reopen¬ 
ing  of  the  newly  retrofitted  building 
(scheduled  for  1999). 

I  sat  waiting  in  a  bustling  office  full 
of  cubicles,  until  finally  a  woman  came 
striding  toward  me,  smiling  and  extend¬ 
ing  her  hand.  She  had  recognized  the 
name  on  my  card,  from  having  read  the 
Voice  when  she  used  to  live  on  Chatta¬ 
nooga  Street  in  Noe  Valley. 

Her  name  was  Naomi  Weinstein,  and 
she  kindly  explained  how  my  offer  to 
donate  the  painting  would  have  to 
slowly  wend  its  way  through  a  bureau¬ 
cratic  maze  before  reaching  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Commission,  where  a 
final  decision  would  be  made. 

1  took  my  leave  thinking  that 
although  this  process  might  well  take 
more  years  than  I’ve  got,  it  was  still  a 
pleasure  to  meet  such  a  helpful  civic 
employee — one  with  fond  memories  of 
Noe  Valley. 

To  show  my  gratitude,  I  sent  her  a 
note  on  our  Venice  greeting  card,  with 
my  December  column  tucked  inside. 

I  am  including  the  same  illustration 
for  this  article  as  the  one  we  used  for 
our  card,  along  with  my  best  New 
Year’s  wishes  to  all  the  good  people  of 
Noe  Valley.  In  addition,  as  a  reward  to 
those  of  you  who  have  stayed  with  me 
so  far,  I  would  like  to  share  an  amusing 
item  from  a  column  by  Ken  Garcia, 
which  ran  in  the  San  Francisco  Chroni¬ 
cle  on  Dec.  27,  1997. 

Garcia  (who  is  a  fine  writer,  by  the 
way)  wrote  that  his  sister,  a  nurse  at 
Kaiser  Hospital  in  Marin,  had  tipped 
him  off  to  a  psychiatric  hotline  joke: 

If  you  are  obsessive-compulsive, 
press  1  repeatedly. 

If  you  are  co-dependent,  ask  someone 
to  press  2. 

If  you  are  a  multiple  personality, 
press  3,  4,  5,  and  6. 

If  you  are  paranoid,  we  know  who 
you  are  and  are  tracing  the  call. 

If  you  are  schizophrenic,  a  little  voice 
will  tell  you  what  to  do. 

If  you  are  depressed,  it  doesn’t  matter 
what  you  do,  nobody  cares  anyway. 

In  my  opinion,  if  you  do  not  fit  into 
any  one  category,  that  means  you  are  a 
well-balanced  person — and  probably 
one  who  lives  in  Noe  Valley!  □ 


Corner  p 

since  1992 


Best  Buttermilk  Pancakes  in  Noe  Valley 
All  Our  Breads  &  Pastries  Baked  Fresh  Daily 

Gourmet  Sandwiches  •  Vegan  Soups  •  Fresh  Pastas  &  Pies 
Fresh  Juices  and  Smoothies  •  Gourmet  Coffees  &  Espressos 

I - — 1 

Free 

SMOOTHIE! 

With  Purchase  of  Pizza 

expires  2/28/98 

I _ 

Open  M  -  F  6:30  am  -  9  pm 
Sat.  7:30  am  -  9  pm  •  Sun.  7:30  am  -  8  pm 
Weekend  Brunch  8  am  -  1:30  pm 

751  Diamond  Street  (at  24th  St.)  282-9551 
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Peek-a-bootiqae 

NEWr.  RECYCLED 

Buy*  SELL*  TRADE 

CHILDREH’5  CLOTHlMdlo-Sx), 
'TDYS,TURNITURE  , 
&  EQUIPMEUT.  ^ 

Monday-Saturday  10:3i 

1306CASTROST.  fet24tt^,SAN  F 

^ 

0-6  *  Sunday  12-5 

RANCISCO*  (415)641-6192 

Irene  Kane  Photography 

Capturing  dynamic,  ntcnwrable  image.*  of  your 
Wedding,  Anniver.*ary,  Bar  or  Bat  Mitzvah,  Corporate  Event 


Quality  Photograplry  ~  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  Bay  Area  Ance  1981 


821-7369 


Macintosh  Help 

-Set  up  &  training  for  your  Mac  System 
-Connection  to  AOL,  Internet  &  others 
-Troubleshooting  problems 
-Selection  &  installation  of  software 

•  14  years  working  at  Apple  • 

Steve  Kolesar 
415.821.2012 


(  Thgfjnimd 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Victorian 

Garden 


Bed  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  Valley 

26tk  Street  (Letween  Sanckez  &  Noe) 
Suite  wi  tk  kitck  en — 
Private  entrance  and  katkroom 


415  206-0202 


he  Healthy  Approach  to  Weight  Loss 


FREE  MEMBERSHIP 

Regular  Value  $49 

OFFER  EXPIRES  2/28/98 


1 300  SANCHEZ  641  -4489 


Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That’s  something 
to  think  about. 

Dy»Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby’s  future. 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 

DY*DEE 
WA 


Tsychothcrapii 


Individual  &  Couples 
Counseling 

Adults  -  Children  -  Teens 

Help  with  arudetK  depression, 
stress  reduction. 
Improve  Communication 

18  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415-709-2799 

LCS  9406 


Happy  Valentines  Day  from 

SAAALL  FRYS  ^ 


5 'MALL  Frys  will  be  sponsoring  our  third 
annual  BOOKS  FOR  KiDS  Program  in 
February.  We  will  donate  five  dollars  in  Free 
Books  to  a  participating  school  for  each  $20 
spent  at  the  store  during  the  month. 

Last  year,  over  a  dozen  preschools  and  day 
care  centers  in  San  Francisco  participated, 
resulting  in  hundreds  of  dollars  in  free  books  for 
their  libraries. 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
Children’s  sizes  0  to  7.  Open  7  days  a  week. 
We  ship  via  UPS.  (415)  648-3954 


American  Heart 
Associations 


Fighting  Heart  Disease 
and  Stroke 


Research  gave 
him  a  future 


Suport 

Pes^ch 


©1995,  American  Heart  Association 
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Smile  if  you  liked  preschool:  This  class  photo,  by  Pamela  Gerard,  shows  the  Class  of  1997, 
graduating  from  Debra  King  School  on  26th  Street 


"ICid.?’ 


A  Preschool  Fair 
To  Remember 

By  Michele  Lynn 

Only  yesterday,  it  seems,  you  were  18 
years  old  and  trying  to  decide  which  col¬ 
lege  to  attend.  Now  here  you  are  trying  to 
pick  out  one  preschool  from  among 
dozens  for  your  toddler  to  attend. 

The  process  can  be  daunting,  which  is 
why  you  may  want  to  check  out  the  Sixth 
Annual  Preschool  Preview  Night,  to  be 
held  at  the  San  Francisco  County  Fair 
Building  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Feb.  10,  from  6  to  9  p.m.  (The  build¬ 
ing  is  located  near  the  park  entrance  at 
Ninth  and  Lincoln  avenues.) 

The  free  event  will  offer  parents  one- 
stop  shopping  for  information  and  litera¬ 
ture  on  more  than  70  San  Francisco 
preschools.  Wind  in  the  Willows,  Timo¬ 
thy  Mouse  Preschool,  and  Children’s  Day 
School  are  among  the  Noe  Valley  schools 
expected  to  be  on  hand. 

Preschool  Preview  Night  is  hosted  by 
San  Francisco-Peninsula  Parent  Maga¬ 
zine  and  Parents  Place,  a  family  resource 
center  directed  by  Castro  Street  resident 
Laurel  Kloomok.  The  Gap  clothing  store 
also  helps  put  on  the  event. 

Kloomok  calls  the  evening  “a  fantastic 


and  festive  event.  Each  booth  is  decorated 
better  than  the  other,”  she  says.  And  the 
various  concessions  will  have  lots  of 
candy  and  balloons  and  other  freebies. 

Representatives  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Library,  Parent  Advocates 
for  Youth,  and  the  California  Health  and 
Disability  Prevention  program  will  be 
there,  along  with  a  bevy  of  child-centered 
businesses,  such  as  nanny  services,  play 
programs,  and  health  food  purveyors. 

The  schools  will  be  organized  by  zip 
code,  so  parents  who  have  a  certain 
neighborhood  in  mind  can  narrow  their 
search.  They  can  wander  among  the 
booths,  collect  pictures  and  brochures, 
and  chat  with  members  of  the  schools’ 
staff,  usually  the  preschool  director  or 
head  teacher.  At  7:30  p.m.,  they  can  hear 
a  talk  on  “How  to  Choose  a  Preschool,” 
given  by  school  expert  Lee  Ann  Slaton. 

All  in  all,  it  should  be  a  “great  chance 
for  parents  to  match  who  their  child  is 
with  the  preschool  that  will  best  meet  the 
child’s  needs,”  says  Kloomok. 

For  information,  contact  Preview  Night 
coordinator  Dana  Katz  at  563-0335.  □ 

If  you  know  about  an  event,  program, 
or  activity  for  children  that  you  would  like 
to  see  featured  in  Kids’  Picks,  send  a  note 
to  Kids’  Picks,  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Please  include  a  telephone  number. 


General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 


Sylvia  Jimenez,  d.d.s.  Cynthia  Tong,  d.d.s.  Steven  Czekala,  d.d.s. 

4 1 62  24th  Street  647-6000 


The  mission  of 

Children’s  Day  School 

is  to  provide  an  academically  challenging 
learning  environment  designed  to 
nurture  the  development  of  the  whole 
child  through  an  integrated  life  skills 
curriculum. 

•  Preschool  through  grade  5 

(Now  accepting  applications  for  toddlers  through  grade  4) 

•  Complete  art  and  music  and  movement  programs 

•  On-site  farm  and  organic  garden-based  science  program 

•  Fully  integrated  curriculum 

•  Spacious  campus  on  an  acre  of  sunny  land  across  from 
Mission  Dolores 

•  Intergenerational  program  beginning  Fall  1997 

•  Ethnically  diverse  and  culturally  rich  faculty  and  student  body 

•  Extended  care  is  available 


A 


Children’s  Day  School 

333  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1  1 0 
ph  4I5-86I-5432  •  fx  4I5-86I-54I9 

license  #  384000199 
CDS  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  race,  sex,  color,  nationality  or  ethnic  origin 
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CHILDRENS 

IDAY 

SCHOOL 

JCCSF  PRESCHOOL  TOURS! 


Tour  one  or  all  three  of  our  beautiful  sites  in 
January  and  February  for  the  1998-99  school  year. 
We  look  forward  to  meeting  you  and  answering 
your  questions.  Our  programs  are  excellent  — 
after  you  visit  us,  we  think  you’ll  agree! 


GROUP  TOURS 

Tues.,  Wed.  &  Thurs.  9:30-10:30  a.m. 

INDIVIDUAL  TOURS  -  make  an  appointment 
with  one  of  our  three  site  directors: 

Brotherhood  Way . (415)  406-1002 

California  Street . (415)  292-1283 

Rosenberg  Center . (415)  386-4999 

or  call  Ronnie  Jacobs,  ECE  Director,  for  an 
overview  of  the  programs  (415)  292-1283. 


Jewish  Community  Center  of  Son  Francisco 
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Steering  children  around  sidewalk  dog  dirt  is  all  in  a  day’s  walk  for  Noe  parents.  At  least  the  land  mines  are  easier  to  spot  here 
than  in  our  grassy  parks.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Cerard 


Eureka  Acupuncture  &  Yoga  Center 

301  Eureka  St.  (at  20th),  (415)  648-2215 

Total  care  for  the  mtnd.  body  soul 

*  Bikram  Yoga  -  The  hottest  workout  in  town  with 

certified  teachers 

*  Gentle  Yoga  for  those  with  pain  or  new  to  exercise 

*  Acupuncture  &  Massage  for  chronic  pain  &  balancing 


Katherine 

Michiels 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared 
play,  and  structured  activities  —  an  active  school  experience  for 

growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  •  Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 


Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


fe  Brandeis  Hillel 
nil  Day  School 

•nn  u"iiT3  Celebrates  its  35th  year  in  San  Francisco  1963  -  1998 

All  About  Middle  School 
Open  House 

Tuesday,  Feb.  10th  for  5th  &  6th  grade  students  &  their  parents 
7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

We  offer  academic  excellence  &  Jewish  values. 

To  receive  information  about  the  school,  or  to  schedule  a  campus  tour,  please  call 

San  Francisco  Campus 

655  Brotherhood  Way,  San  Francisco,  CA  (415)  406-1035 

m  A  Beneficiary  of  the  Jewish  Community  Federation 


HUNGRY  JOE’S 

FOOD  TO  GO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY! 


Try  our  Fruit  Pancakes  and  Waffles  •  Omelettes  are  our  Specialty 
1748  Church  Street  (at  Day)  282-7333 
Mon.-Fri.  6:30-2:00  p.m.  Sat.  7:30-2:00  p.m.  Sun.  8:00  a.m.-2'.OO  p.m. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Waight 


Read  about  Noe  Valley  s  past  as  well  as 
its  present  in  every  issue  of 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
0 

Since  1977,  the  community  newspaper  v-.ii^,r 


1 02 1  Sanchez  St.  -  San  Francisco  -  941 14-331 2 
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Brits  Mark  and  Lesley  Stevens  had  a  ball  with  twins  Tom  and  Lily  during  their  year-and-a-half  sojourn  in  Noe  Valley.  Photo  by  Reverfy  Tharp 


MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Maire  Farrington 


Lily  Elizabeth  Margaret  Stevens 
Tom  James  Ralph  Stevens 

Though  now  several  pounds  lighter 
and  a  tiny  bit  shorter,  Lily  Elizabeth  Mar¬ 
garet  Stevens  will  always  be  “big  sister” 
to  Tom  James  Ralph  Stevens.  After  all, 
her  arrival  —  at  2:36  p.m.  on  March  8, 
1996  —  preceded  her  brother’s  by  a  full 
15  minutes. 

The  twins’  father,  Mark  Stevens,  was 
on  hand  at  Stanford  Hospital  (dressed  in 
scrubs  and  “looking  a  bit  like  George 
Clooney,”  claims  Dad)  to  welcome  both 
Lily,  who  tipped  the  scales  at  6  pounds, 
11  ounces,  and  Tom,  who  followed  at 
2:5 1  p.m.,  weighing  6  pounds,  1 3  ounces. 

Though  mom  Lesley  Stevens  gasped 
when  the  doctor  said,  “There  isn’t  a  third 
one  in  there,  is  there?”,  she  now  says  she 
is  delighted  “to  have  twins,  especially  a 
boy  and  a  girl. 

“Everyone’s  covered  by  all  the  names, 
so  you  can  please  everybody  all  at  once,” 
Lesley  points  out.  (Tom  is  named  after  his 
great-grandfather,  and  the  middle  names 
of  both  siblings  come  from  family  mem¬ 
bers  on  each  side.)  “And  we  like  the 
sound  of  the  initials.  ‘TJR’  sounds  like  he 
could  play  cricket  for  England.” 

Sports  is  a  distinct  possibility  for  Tom. 
At  2 1  months,  he  is  already  adept  at  drib¬ 
bling  and  kicking  around  the  soccer  ball 
with  Dad.  “Tom’s  very  happy  and  smiley, 
and  fairly  energetic,”  says  Mark.  “Lily’s 
a  bit  more  sensitive.  They  do  tend  to  fol¬ 
low  gender  stereotypes.” 

“Lily  used  to  be  a  real  drama  queen 
•  when  ^e"  was  younger,”  agrees  Le^sley. ' 
“We’d  say,  ‘She’s  going  to  be  an  actress 
when  she  grows  older.’  But  she’s  calmed 
‘  down  a  bit.  She  loves  soft  toys  and  dolls, 
and  she  loves  to  dress  up.  She’s  mad  for 
shoes,  and  she  clomps  around  in  mine. 

“Tom  loves  trucks  and  cars,  he’s  more 
active,”  she  continues.  “And  he  has 
tantrums  that  come  and  go,  whereas 
Lily’s  more  of  a  constant.  But  they  both 
have  quiet  spells,  where  they’re  just  sit¬ 
ting  looking  at  the  books  very  quietly,  and 
then  you  think.  Oh,  they  are  angels.” 

Lesley,  a  self-described  “stay-at- 
home”  mom,  and  Mark,  who  works  as  a 
business  strategy  consultant,  are  both  28 
and  citizens  of  Great  Britain.  They  met 
while  attending  Cambridge  University  in 
1988.  The  couple  got  married  in  1994, 
just  one  week  before  they  moved  to  the 
States  so  Mark  could  pursue  an  MBA  at 
Stanford  University. 

The  Stevens  took  up  residence  on  26th 
Street  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  And  folks  in 
Noe  Valley  have  been  doing  double-takes 
ever  since. 

“When  we  first  moved  to  Noe  Valley, 
the  twins  were  5  or  6  months  old  and  real¬ 
ly  tiny,”  Lesley  says.  “One  day  I  was  about 
to  cross  the  street  with  them,  and  I  heard 
this  woman  shout  from  a  car,  ‘Twins!!’” 

The  family  also  discovered  that  a  sim¬ 
ple  stroll  down  24th  Street  could  be  an  all¬ 
day  excursion.  Mark  recalls,  “We  had  a 
big  double  stroller  and  we’d  be  walking 
down  the  street,  and  it  would  take  us  half 
an  hour  to  get  20  yards  because  we’d  get 
stopped  by  people  asking  things  like, 
‘Are  they  twins?’  and  ‘How  heavy  are 
they?  ’  We  almost  had  a  newsletter  printed 
up  with  the  salient  details!” 

The  barrage  of  questions  brings  out 
Lesley’s  wit,  too.  “People  sometimes  ask, 
‘Are  they  identical?’  and  I’ll  say,  ‘No, 
they’re  a  boy  and  a  girl.’  But  people  will 
still  say,  ‘Yes,  I  know  they  are.’  And  I’ll 
say,  ‘No,  they’re  a  boy  and  a  girl,  there’s 
a  crucial  difference.’” 


Strangers  often  hear  Lesley’s  accent 
and  presume  she  is  the  English  nanny.  “A 
lot  of  people  ask  if  they  are  both  mine,” 
she  laughs. 

Although  she  doesn’t  dress  them  alike, 
there’s  no  mistaking  that  Tom  and  Lily 
are  brother  and  sister.  Both  have  blond 
hair  and  blue  eyes.  One  minor  distinction: 
Tom  sports  a  sprinkling  of  freckles  across 
..hisnose.  ....  _ 

“But  when  one’s  in  the  stroller  and 
one’s  in  the  backpack,  it’s  not  always  so 
easy  to  tell  they’re  twins,”  Lesley  admits. 
“People  will  say,  ‘Gosh,  they’re  awfully 
close  in  age,  aren’t  they?’,  and  I’ll  say 
‘Yes,  minutes.’  I  don’t  know  what  people 
do  who  have  triplets  and  quads.  They 
must  never  go  out!”  she  says  with  mock 
exasperation. 

Lily  and  Tom  attend  a  music  class  at 
Natural  Resources,  where,  says  Mom, 
“they  like  to  make  music  and  bang  things 
and  sing.”  And  both  children  are  regulars 
at  the  Kids’  Gym  at  Upper  Noe  Recre¬ 
ation  Center.  Lesley  points  out  that  the 
twins  get  along  well  with  others,  although 
their  personalities  differ  somewhat. 

“In  some  ways,  although  Tom  is  more 
boisterous,  Lily  is  more  sociable,”  she 
says.  “When  we  go  to  the  park,  she’ll  go 
up  to  people  and  make  friends,  whereas 
Tom  will  stick  close  to  me.” 

Every  evening,  the  twins  have  their 
“mad  half-hour”  at  home,  running  up  and 
down  the  hallway  with  their  push-along 
toys.  “They  make  a  terrible  racket,  but  it 
tires  them  out  before  bed  and  I  don’t  com.- 
plain,”  Lesley  says.  “They’re  affectionate 
with  each  other,  and  I  think  they  appreci¬ 
ate  each  other  more  now  that  they’re 
older  and  can  play  together.  On  the  whole, 
they  get  along  really  well.  They  make 
each  other  laugh.” 

Mark  treasures  the  greeting  he  receives 
at  the  end  of  the  day.  “There’s  nothing 
quite  like  the  welcome  I  get,”  he  says.  “If 
I’ve  had  a  really  bad  day  at  work.  I’ll  open 
the  front  door  and  they  come  down  the 
hall  saying,  ‘Daddy!  Daddy!’  It  puts 
things  in  perspective.” 

“Sometimes  it’s  the  little  things  that 
make  it  all  worthwhile,”  Lesley  reflects, 
noting  that  impromptu  family  games  can 
be  the  most  fun.  “We  always  manage  to 
have  one  good  belly  laugh  during  the 
day,”  she  says.  “The  other  day  we  were 
having  a  bit  of  a  wrestle,  all  three  of  us. 


And  Tom  suddenly  put  his  mouth  on  my 
arm  and  blew  a  raspberry.  It  was  just  so 
funny,  and  once  he  got  a  huge  reaction 
from  me,  he  did  it  again  and  again.  Some¬ 
times  they’ll  sit  on  a  blanket,  and  I’ll  pull 
them  up  and  down  the  hall.  They  think 
that’s  hilarious!” 

You  Voice  readers  are  no  doubt  eager 
to  catch.a  glimpse  of  these  antics  on 
the  sidewalks  of  Noe  Valley.  But  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  the  neighborhood,  the 
Stevens  family  moved  back  to  London  on 
Dec.  28.  “We  wanted  to  do  it  before  they 
started  school,”  Lesley  explained.  “They 
are  the  first  grandchildren  on  both  sides, 
so  they’re  rather  popular  there.” 

“We’ll  miss  Noe  Valley,”  Mark  said, 
“but  you  can  only  take  so  much  nice 
weather,  good  food,  and  nice  people.” 

He  and  Lesley  said  they  planned  to  stay 


abreast  of  all  the  neighborhood  happen¬ 
ings,  however,  with  a  subscription  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  And  a  return  visit  will 
definitely  be  in  their  future. 

“When  they’re  quite  a  bit  older,”  Les¬ 
ley  said,  “we'd  like  to  come  back  and  do 
the  grand  tour  —  show  Tom  and  Lily 
where  they  were  bom.”  □ 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants  to 
show  off  your  newest  family  mem¬ 
ber.  If  you  have  welcomed  a  baby 
into  the  house,  please  send  your 
announcement  to  the  Noe  Valiev 
Voice.  More  Mouths  to  Feed,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  We’d  also  appreciate  a 
phone  number,  so  we  can  arrange 
for  the  family  portrait — no  charge. 


COMe  PvXiN  OK  SHINe,  LITTLE  B6XN  SPROUTS 
WELCOMES  OUK  SPWNC  COLLECTION  -  AND  WE 
WELCOME  you  TO  COME  CHECK  IT  OUT!  SEE  NEW 
COLONS  XND  STYLES  FP.OM  FLAPDOODLES,  LOONX, 
COW  K  LIZXKD,  METROPOLITAN  PRAIRIE 
AND  MANY  MORE. 

mention  this  ad  in  FEBKUXKy  XND  KECEIVE 

1  0  %  0  F  F 

ON  KECULXKL'/  PKICED  ITEMS- 


litfle  bean 


3961  A  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  Ca  94114 
415-550-1668 

Mon  -  Sat  1 0  am  to  7  pm  •  Sunday  1 1  am  to  6  pm 
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English  Tea  Room 

High  Tea  Served  All  Day 

Under  New  Ownership 
Expanded  Menu 

Catering  &  Private  Parties  /  V  J 

Treat  someone  you  love  to  our 

Special  Valentine’s  Tea. 

call  for  reservations 

1195  Church  Street  at  24th  St.  •  415-648-5895' 

Tuesday  -  Friday  1 1:00  -  7:00 
Saturday  -  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 
•  Closed  Mondays  except  Holidays 


If  you’re  not  advertising- 


people  might  think  you’re  dead. 


If  your  business  has  been  slow  lately, 
there’s  no  better  way  to  bring  it  back  to  life 
than  with  a  Display  Ad  in  the 

Noe  Valley  Voice. 

Call  Steve  at  239-1114  and  we’ll  get  the  word  out. 


Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

FINE  JEWELRY  AND  WATCHES 

Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  37  Years  Experience 
MONEY  TALKS!  SEE  ME  FOR  A  FINE  DEAL  ON  FINE  JEWELRY. 

3915C  24th  Street  415  641-4720 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  ^  Installation 
Maintenance  ?  Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

Qiiality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 

415  821  3760 

LANDSCAPE  contractor  LICENSE  725050  PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


Estate  Jewelry,  Watche,f,  Fine  Art 
Antique**  e3  Collectible** 


3870  24th  Street 
415.648.3307 
pager;  415.809.6300 


We  Buy 

’  High  Grade 

Watches  8f  Jewelry 


Fine  Watch  e3  Jewelry  Repair 
Engraving,  Watch  Batterie**  e3  Band** 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  thanks  all  of  you 
who  form  our  loyal  readership. 

We  really  appreciate  your  **upport! 


Ifbii  Ceil  Find  tlie  Fbiee  at 
!§t.  Clair  ""is  ILiqiians 


Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Looking  for  your  copy?  Stop  by  and  see 
Moses  at  the  corner  of  24th  and  Sanchez. 

In  FRIENDLY  DOWNTOWN  NOE  VALLEY.  AND  WHILE 
YOU’RE  THERE,  CHECK  OUT  HIS  SELECTION  OF 
FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS. 

3900  24th  Street  282-4900 
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Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 


License  No.  479313 


Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


GLEN 

PARK 

BOOKS 


A  community  bookstore 

2788  Diamond  (Chenery) 
San  Francisco  94131 
586-3733 

Special  orders 
welcome!! 

Mon -Sat  10am-9pm 
Sun  10am-5pm 

OPEN  DAILY 


GLEN  PARK 
Neighbors 


Fine  Coffees 
Teas  •  Desserts 

Open  7  Days 
M-F6:30am-7:30pm 
Sat.  7am -6:30pm 
Sun.  8am-6pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond 
Street  SF,  94131 

Near  Glen 
Park  BART 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


/  make  house  calls 


Beth  Kershaw,  Realtor 

•  Creator  of  the  Glen  Park 
Service  Directory 

•  Glen  Park  Homeowner 

Your  Glen  Park  Connection 

550-1302  ext.  215 
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Neighborhood  Services 


T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

Open  M-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


A 

North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Lie  #569521 

John  Bailey 

415  333-3701 

All  Types 

Free  Estimates 

JOURNEYMAN  ROOFER 
AVAILABLE! 

(for  minor  work) 

Uses  new  “Roofing  Rubber” 
for  all  leaks. 

Specialist  in  the  “Hard  Leaks”. 
License  test  passed  in  1981. 
Roofing  since  1 965.  Many  refs. 
B.Sc.degree.  Roofing  reports 

415-978-9375 


HANDiMEN 

VICTORIANS  •  HOUSECALLS  •  REPAIRS 
CUSTOM  RETROFiniNG  •  WALLS 
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS  •  PAINT 
SHEETROCK  &  PLASTER  •  TILING 
SOUNDPROOF  ACOUSTIC  PARTITIONS 
ELECTRICAL 

826-8766 


Tree  Services 

Bill  Squire,  Arborist 

20  Years  Experience  •  Quality  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 
'  ■“  '*'V^  Free  Estimates 

41 S  826-6160 
415  566-1920 


£  gardens 

^  Design,  Renovation  and 

w  Gardening 

I  M  Sensitive  approach  to 

,  creating  and  caring  for 

M  your  special  retreat  space. 

m  Environmentoiiy 

W  appropriate  plantings  and 

n  organic  garden  methods. 

'  lie.  #651703 

Call  Aiichele  Schaal 

(415)  282-1612 

Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 

Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 

Free  Estimates — Reasonable  Rates 

I  415  589-1425 


HodiaH  Hauling 

FAST  FRIENDLY  SERVICE 
FREE  ESTIMATES 
Yard  Cleaning,  Debris  Removal 
Household  Cleanup 
Moving  and  Delivery 

DAVID  (415)  643-9920 


COLOR  TOUCH 
PAINTING  &  DECORATING 

“We’ve  got  the  touch’’ 

•  Fine  interior  and  exterior  painting 

•  Color  consultations 

•  Drywall  repair,  water  and  earthquake  damage 

•  Lacquer,  staining,  faux  and  specialty  finishes 

TODD  452-9199 

Lie  #698327 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  &  Garage  Cleanup 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ROBERT’S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  \^JJey  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

Uc.  #526359  553-3838 


progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design  for  interior 
and  exterior  reno  - 
vation,  addition 
and  restoration; 
small-scale 
residential  projects, 
welcomed. 


chuck  anthony 
CB^hitectuTfd  design 

415  863«8426 


Lone  Star  Plumbing 

COPPER  PIPING  •  WATER  HEATERS 
CODE  WORK  •  FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

Victorian  Remodeling  Specialists 
Condo  Conversion  Compliance 

SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

641-9234 

Noe  Valley  location  since  1977 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

CA  Lie.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415. 585.0432 

PAGER:  415.902.4046 


Bramble  and  Rose 

GARDEN  DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
251  Surrey  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
telephone:  4  15/356-3900 


#316855 


BRIGHT 
PLUMBING 

INCORPORATED 

BRIGHT  WINN 


(415)  957-5133 


90  A  COMPLETE  PLUMBtNC  SERVICE 


GrOner 


Plumbing 


•  Remodeling 

•  New  Construction 

•  Repairs 

•  Drain  Cleaning 


Lkmm  ovodiblt 


Tel  415.333.1527 
Pager  415.807.5855 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  ad 

Call  641-9434 

Lie  618693 


^  OBC  CONSTRUCTION 

^  GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK:  Serving  SF 

RETAINING  WALLS  Since  1975 

DRYROT 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  AND  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


References 

Available 


826-6918 


Free 

Estimates 


CALIF 

LICENSE 

#525753 


Are  You  Ready  for 
“El  Nino” ? 

Full  Gardening  Services 

Pruning  •  Lawns  •  Maintenance 
Cleanups  •  Irrigation  •  Planting 
Jorge  can  transform  your 
jungle  into  a  paradise 


Free  Estimates  Call  826-7840 


PAUL  NOLAN  PLUMBING 

415 

-531-4307 

•  Remodeling 

•  Repairs 

•Reliable 

•Drain  Cleaning 

•  Reasonable 

Lie.  397429 

•Experienced 

Bonded 

QUALITY  CLEANING 
&  HAULING 


Garage,  Basement  & 
Backyard  Services 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


H  CHli 
5)  871-9 


WALLPAPERING 

Professional 
Paperhanging 
&  Wallcovering  Removal 

VICTOR  282-3879 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


The  Joy  of  Reading 


Here  is  a  list  of  new  books  selected  by  head  librarian  Roberta  Greifer  and  children’s 
librarian  Carol  Small  of  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library.  TTie  library  is  hidden 
— —j—i  among  the  Victorians  in  the  block  of  Jersey  between  Castro  and  Diamond  streets. 

In  addition  to  books — including  special  women’s  and  children’s  collections — the  branch  has 
videos,  CDs,  Internet  access,  a  deck  and  a  garden,  and  an  archives  and  index  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  Hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to  6  p.m.  Questions?  Call  695-5095. 


Adult  Fiction 

^  Set  in  “Gold  Rush”  San  Francisco, 
Daughter  of  Joy,  by  Jo  Ann  Levy,  is  a 
historical  novel  that  portrays  Ah  Toy,  a 
financially  successful  Asian  woman,  who 
challenges  the  American  judicial  system. 

^  A  novel  about  love,  longing,  and  empti¬ 
ness,  Eve’s  Apple,  by  Jonathan  Rosen, 
depicts  a  woman  with  an  eating  disorder  and 
the  man  who  adores  her. 

^  In  Hotel  Sarajevo,  by  Jack  Kersh,  a  group 
of  teenage  Bosnian  war  orphans  live  as  a 
family  in  an  abandoned  hotel. 

^  Slippage,  by  Harlan  Ellison,  a  master  of 
horror  and  suspense,  contains  his  latest  short 
stories  and  novella. 

^  In  Walking  Back  the  Cat,  a  literary  spy 
thriller  by  Robert  Littell,  a  KGB  agent 
located  near  an  Apache  reservation,  is  given 
assassination  orders. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  The  Best  American  Essays  1997,  edited 
by  Ian  Frazier,  contains  prize-wirming 
works  by  twenty-four  writers,  among  them 
Gay  Talese,  Susan  Sontag,  and  Richard  Ford. 

^  The  recently  revised  edition  of  Irma 
Rombauer’s  classic  Joy  of  Cooking  contains 
new  chapters  on  grains,  beans,  pasta,  and 
desserts. 

^  A  poetry  collection  by  the  author  of  Mis¬ 
tress  of  Spices,  Leaving  Yuba  City,  by  Chitra 
Banerjee  Divakaruni,  explores  the  Indian 
immigrant  exjjerience  in  the  United  States. 


and  Music 
Gaiwes  From  Around 
the  World 

Kids  ages  3  to  5  are  invited  to 
join  Bonnie  Lockhart  for  a 
morning  of  musical  fun  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey 
St.,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  26, 
at  10  and  1 1  a.m. 


^  Written  at  the  height  of  his  commitment 
to  Buddhism,  Some  of  the  Dharma,  by  Jack 
Kerouac,  contains  poems.  Journal  entries, 
prayers,  and  meditations. 

Children’s  Fiction 

^  One  rainy  night,  a  small  white  dog  and 
a  loving  family  happily  find  each  other  in 
McDuff  Moves  In,  by  Rosemary  Wells. 

Ages  3  to  5. 

^  Two  brothers,  one  collecting  puddle 
designs  and  the  other  preferring  to  collect 
“real  things,”  have  a  good  time  together  in 
Elisa  Klevens’  The  Puddle  Pail.  Ages  3  to  6. 

^  “Picture  Clues,”  “Rebuses,”  and  “Mini- 
Books”  are  some  of  the  sections  in  a  new 
anthology,  Bug  in  a  Rug:  Reading  Fun  for 
Just-Beginners,  by  Joanna  Cole  and 
Stephanie  Calmenson.  Ages  5  to  7. 

^  In  Spaceman,  by  Jane  Cutler,  Gary  has 
many  problems  in  fifth  grade,  but  then  his 
situation  improves  a  great  deal  when  he  goes 
to  a  school  geared  toward  children  with 
different  learning  styles.  Ages  9  and  up. 

^  A  surprising  interaction  between  a  dog 
and  a  much-feared  man  leaves  the  reader 
with  some  hope  at  the  end  of  Shiloh  Season, 
by  Phyllis  Reynolds  Naylor.  Ages  9  and  up. 

^  Buck  is  forced  to  see  a  very  painful  social 
reality  as  he  tries  to  come  to  the  aid  of  his 
friend  in  Dangerous  Skies,  by  Suzanne 
Fisher  Staples.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

In  Common  Ground,  Molly  Bang 
encourages  us  to  consider  the  future  when 
we  make  decisions  about  how  to  interact 
with  our  home,  planet  Earth.  Ages  5  to  8. 

^  An  1 1 -year-old  boy  describes  his  life  with 
his  mother  and  her  partner  in  Zack’s  Story: 
Growing  Up  with  Same-Sex  Parents, 
by  Keith  Elliot  Greenberg.  Ages  6  and  up. 

Movies,  Stories,  and  Lapsits 

^  The  library  screens  films  for  children  ages 
3  to  5  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  17,  at  10  and  1 1  a.m. 

^  Preschool  story  time  for  kids  3  to  5  is 
10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays  Feb.  3,  10,  and  24. 

^  Babies  and  toddlers  and  their  parents  are 
invited  for  songs  and  stories  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  lapsits  Feb.  4,  11,  18,  and  25,  at  7  p.m. 


STEVE  LAU 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

345  FRANKLIN  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 

CRIlVIlNAL  LAW 

ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS 

FORMER  PUBLIC  DEFENDER 

415  241  7297  24  HOURS 


KE^TAU  KANT 


4888  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  821-7652 
open  7  days  a  week 

Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


EXPERIENCE  ZIPPyVISION!!! 


AND  BEyOND 

A  PINHEAD'S  PROGRESS 


BILL  GRIFFITH 

A  Retrospective 

Oct.l5,  1997  -  Feb.  22,  1998 

The  Cartoon  Art  Museum 
814  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94103 
415-227-8666 


ORIGINAL  ART 
ON  EXHIBIT 


Early  Underground  Comic  Books 
Past  and  Recent  Daily  Zippy  Strips 
Color  Sunday  Zippy  Strips 
Zippy  Calendar  Art 
Zippy  Quarterly  Cover  Art 
Travel  Sketches 
Zippy  Animation  Art 
Griffith  Observatory 


Zippy  BOOKS 
&  COMICS 
&  other  work  by 
BILL  GRIFFITH 
on  sale  at 
MUSEUM 
BOOKSTORE 


[CARTOON 
ART 
IVIUSEIJIVI 


Circles  for  Women 


small  classes 
call  for  more  info 

415  337  7207 

Linda  Elkin 


Want  to  write  but  find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  going.^  Already  writing  but  need  a  group  for 
feedback.^  1  have  been  teaching  writing  workshops 
for  six  years  and  provide  friendly,  supportive  classes 
to  give  you  a  structure  in  which  to  write  more  and  a 
community  where  you  can  share  your  writing.  You'll 
learn  writing  exercises  that  get  you  going,  give  you 
new  ideas  and  stimulate  your  creativity.  All  types  of 
writing  and  all  levels  of  experience  are  welcome. 


CARROLL'S 


BOOKS 


i'.  TV,;- 


A  GENERAL  USED  BCX>K  STORE 
BOOKS  BOUGHT  •  SOLD  •  TRADED 
10-9  MONDAY  thru  THURSDAY 
10-10  FRl,  SAT  and  SUN 
1 193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24th 
6473020 

Owr  2000  square  feet  of  booksi 


3. 
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Neighborhood  Services 


ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE 


JACK  EIMAN,  CMT 


695-7808 


NOE  VALLEY  LOCATION 
Highly  effective  for 
stiff  neck  and  shoul¬ 
ders,  back  pain,  sport¬ 
ing  injuries,  computer  stress,  etc. 


Please  call  for  detailed  info. 


CAREER 

^  COUNSELING 

DOC  TRAINING 

^  Anita  K.  Zeidman 
415  282-5989 
e-mail: 
An  itaZeid@aol  .com 

One-on-one  leiions 
in  the  do«*5  otvn  environment 
(home'^or  business) 

FO.  Box  ‘ttuT 

THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
GiFT  CERTIFiCATES 

Jamey  Jacobus,  CMT 

824-2765  Member  AMTA 


Therapeutic  Swedish  massage 
with  acupressure.  Non-sexual. 

Claudia  ^A\.oore  CIMtT 


^ . . 

Worfers's  Comp. 

Private  Insurance 

liHiim  ■ 

Larry  Forsberg,  LAc. 

1^-  N44ilil  '  — 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  Herbologist 

^  „„„„ - 

& 

1201  Noe  Street 
(415)648-8084 

email:  acumeister@eol.com 

Acupuncture  Clinic  & 
Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 


1201  Noe  Street  (at  25ih)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


Uf'IPonnell 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(4 1 5)  64 1  -0700 


UPSTAIRS/  downstairs 

S.F.’S  ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

890  VALENCIA  AT  20TH 
647-4211 

HOURS: 

MON-SAT  11-6  SUN  1-5 


PET  QUARTERS 

Dor  Walking  •  Day  Care  for  Doss 
Boarding 

Toni  Amelung  366  Paris  Street 

415-584-1767  Son  Francisco,  CA  94112 


•  architectutaHiRAFTiNO 

•  graphic  O^QN 


judy  kahn 
415.641.1432 


TOP 


consiguinents 
clothing  •  furniture,  etc. 
1781  Church  St.  (blwn.  29th  &  toth  Sts.) 

Will  and  Connie  Peecher 

(415)  695-0578 

Open  Wed-Mon  10  am-6:30  pin 
Sun  10  am-5  pm 
Closed  Tuesday 


^  ^(eCrofio/itan  '^Au><cA 

An  open  and  welcoming,  active 
spiritual  community 
Sunday  Worship  10:30  a.m. 
Children’s  Church  10:45  a.m. 
Choir  Wednesday  7:00  p.m. 

1508  Church  Street  415-642-0294 
Community  Meeting  Space  Available 


Psychotherapy 

Adults  and  Children 

Couples  and  Families 

Self-esteem 

Communication 

Relationships 

Childhood  Abuse 

Depression 

Trauma  &  Loss 

Anxiety 

Job  Stress 

Play  Therapy 

Sexual  Assault 

1  Saturday  hours  now  available  285-4724  | 

TIBETAN 

Tse  Chen  Ling  Center 


•  Meditation 

•  Teachings 

4  Joost  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  339-8002 


BUDDHISM 

Love  •  Compassion  •  toy  •  Equanimity 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

jONATHAN  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Providing  housing, 
sanctuary  and  support 
for  people  in  the 
pocoires  Mlsslon  and  Castro 
Neighborhoods 
since  1983. 


5  T  W  E  e  T 
COMMUNITY 


S  E  n  V  i  C  E  s 


For  information  on  volunteer 
opportunities,  programs  and  services 
please  call: 

(415)  282-6209 


ANNE  L  FOLEY,  L.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapy  for  Women 

Childhood  Trauma  •  Relationships 
Grief  and  Loss  •  Blocked  Creativity 
Adult  Children  of  Aging  Parents 

(415)  273-1598 


license  #16778 


B*DYW*RK 

.  SWEDISH  DEEP  TISSUE  MASSAGE  • 

•  INTERNAL  ORGAN  Ql  MASSAGE  • 

.  BREATHWORK  • 

•  DIETARY  CONSULTATION  • 

10  YEARS  OF  BODYWORK 

DASHA  998-1770 


ROGELIO  A.  NUNEZ 
ACUPRESSURE 
THERAPY  MASSAGE 

Rogelio  intergrates  his  knowledge  and  expe¬ 
rience  with  the  power  and  sensitivity  of  the 
hands  to  facilitate  natural  healing  for  optimal 
functioning  and  performance.  Injury,  illness 
and  stress  create  blockages  in  the  body's 
healing  systems,  thereby  impacting  health, 
balance  and  recovery.  For  more  information 
and/or  to  make  an  appointment,  telephone 
415-979-9062 


$  CASH  NOW  $ 


For  Structured  Settlements 
Annuities,  Lotteries, 
Inheritances,  Royalties 
GLOBAL  INVESTMENTS 

The  Smart  Financial  Alternative  To 
Periodic  Payments 
Call  For  A  FREE  Brochure 


(415)  648-2506 


NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

4007  24th  Street  at  Noe 

824-8373 

•  Fresh  Turkey  &  Roast  Beef  Sandwiches 

•  Homemade  FalafeL*  Fresh  Salads 

•  Chicken  &  Lamb  Shawarma 


A  I- I-  .  M  A  D  E  DAII-Y 


Open  Monday- Saturday  9am-7pm 
Sunday  9  am -6  pm 


yrom  $20 
per  session 

Individual,  Couple 
&  Family  Therapy 

The  USF  Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 
2601  Mission  St.  #206 

550-2621 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Amnesty  International  Group  80 

Contact:  Lauren  Fondahl,  587-7299 
Mailing  Address:  562  Bright  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 
Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 
Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center, 

100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  RO.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 

7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 

semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 
Contact:  Evelyn  Martin,  826-6734, 

Keith  Eickman,  282-8988, 

Dennis  Downing,  647-0937,  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 
Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3428 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  (except  July, 
August,  and  December),  Eureka  Valley 
Rec  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 
Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
Contact:  Helen  Crowell,  821-1086 
Mailing  Address:  4250  26th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month, 

Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 

La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 
Contact:  Susan  Condon,  282-7816 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460566, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0566 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  month.  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  12:15  p.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 
Contact:  Barbara  Russell,  v.p.,  285-4782; 
John  Barbey,  pres.,  695-0990; 

Mailing  Address:  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  At  least  quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Contact:  Dave  Monks,  821-4087 
Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  pres.,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick, 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month. 

Bank  of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Senior  Center 

Call  648-1030  for  lunch  reservations. 

Mailing  Address:  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Lunch,  Mon.  -  Fri.  (donation 
$  1 .50),  1 2:30  p.m.  Discussion,  arts  and 
crafts.  Wed.  &  Fri,  10:30  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month, 

St.  Paul’s  Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Janice  Gendreau,  641-5989 

Mailing  Address:  403  28th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Every  other  month.  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez.  Call  for  specifics. 


RESTAURANT 

HUNAN  AND  MANDARIN  STYLE 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  ^  Serving  a  Fuli-range  Chinese  Menu 
Take-out  Avaiiable  f  We  use  no  MSG 

Lunch  entrees  from  $3.95  served  with  soup  and  rice 

Open  for  Lunch  Monday  -  Saturday  11-3 

Serving  Dinner  Monday  -  Thursday  11  -9:15 
Friday  -  Saturday  11-10 
Sunday  12:30-9:15 

1500  Church  Street  (AT  27TH)  ^  282-0919 


SchweD 


iCONSTRUCTIONi 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 


(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


Member: 


sBBBi 

“7^ 


PROTECT  YOUR  HOME 
FROM  WATER  DAMAGE 


FOR  A  COMPLETE  INSPECTION  OF 
ROOF,  GETTERS,  WALLS  &  WINDOWS 
CALL  ROBERT  GILL  CO. 


(415) 558-0658 

"THE  WEATHERPROOFING  SPECIALISTS 
SINCE  1974” 

General  Building  Contractors  CA  Lie#  302079 


COMPLETE 

LOCKSMITH  SERVICES 

Shop  Hours: 

9:30  am-6:00  p.m. 
Monday— Fridav 

1585  Church  Street  (at  28th  St.  ) 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 

415  285-0134 

CO.NTR.ACTORS  LICENSE  *  554140 


(^RAFTCARE  HARDWOOD  FlOORC 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation, 

Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 

Free  Estimates  Ask  for  Bryan  (415)  221-2303 

BUY  YOUR 

License  No.  576013 

GROCERIES  IN  THE  NUDE. 

There  s  no  reason  to  dress  up  produce  in  paper  and  plastic. 

It  just  gets  stripped  off  and  tossed  away.  So  always  buy  your  fruits  and 
vegetables  unwrapped.  And  stop  exposing  the  landfills  to  all  that  waste 

CLAIRE  C.  PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

■  Neighborhood  Negotiations  ■  Permits  and  Appeals 

A  Message  From  Your  Recycling  Program 

■  Land  Use  ■  Variances 

Seal  Frandsco 

■  Development  ■  Conditional  Uses  & 

■  City  Planning  General  Practice  of  Law 

in  Noe  Valley  (415)  821-1186 

Call  554-RECYcle  for  your  free  copy  of  the  Environmental  Shopping  Guide 
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CLASS  ADS 


Trash  the  Throwaway  Society!  Fact:  Most  non¬ 
functioning  donations  to  charities  end  up  in  Itind- 
tills.  Fact:  Emissions  from  manufacturing  are  a  lead¬ 
ing  cause  of  pollution.  You  can  make  the  earth 
cleaner  and  greener  by  donating  your  broken  tech¬ 
nological  objects  to  Recycle  Technology.  They  will 
be  repaired  and  returned  to  the  public.  We  also  buy 
and  trade  for  functioning  items.  Instead  of  buying 
new  appliances,  consider  getting  a  good  used  one 
from  us.  You’ll  save  money,  and  future  generations 
will  thank  you.  We  deal  with  most  any  form  of  tech¬ 
nology  or  consumer  item.  Reach  our  shop  24  hours, 
at  (415)  282-SHOP  (7467).  E-mail:  Recycle  1 2@ 
Juno.com.  Thanks  for  respecting  our  planet. 

Secretarial  Services.  Word  processing,  all  general 
office  work,  computer/fax.  Helene:  (415)  3  j)4-9853. 

Stressless  Housecleaning... because  life's  hectic 
enough.  Superior  quality.  Customized  cleaning. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Jeanine,  564-2877. 

Licensed  Hair  Stylist  will  cut/color^ighlight  your 
hair  at  affordable  price.  Your  home  or  mine.  Other 
cosmetic  services,  including  expert  makeup  appli¬ 
cation,  available  upon  request.  Formerly  employed 
at  DiPietro-Todd.  Call  Laura  at  (415)  647-8478  or 
voice  mail,  (415)  267-3269. 

Housecleaner.  Home  and  office.  Experienced,  great 
references.  Own  car.  Dolores,  665-4353. 

I’ll  Babysit  Your  Building.  Responsible  adult  with 
professional  managerial  and  cleaning  experience 
seeks  San  Francisco  one-bedroom  apartment  in 
smallish  building.  I'll  collect  rents,  clean  up,  su¬ 
pervise/service  people,  change  light  bulbs,  etc.,  for 
reasonable  rent  credit.  Environmentally  conscien¬ 
tious,  substance-free,  great  references.  Call  Dee, 
626-1376. 

Violin  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley.  All  levels  and  ages. 
Experienced,  friendly,  and  easygoing  teacher.  Mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  from  Eastman  School  of  Music.  Call 
Kayo  at  (415)  643-1435. 

Housecleaning.  For  home,  apartment,  and  offices. 
Excellent  references.  Contact  Nelma,  (650)  878- 
3238.  Daly  City. 

Leaving  in  July?  Responsible  couple  in  their  50s 
wants  to  spend  July  in  Noe  near  family.  Couple 
seeks  comfortable  home/flat  with  parking.  Molly. 
(415)824-8274. 

Gardening  and/or  Massage.  Two  skills,  two  hands 
for  earth/body,  with  strength/sensitivity.  Kweku, 
285-3439. 

Egyptian  Waxing.  Also  babysitting  and  house¬ 
cleaning.  North  African  woman.  Call  Sarnia  at  647- 
6087.  English-speaking. 

Save  This  Ad.  Housecleaning.  Housesitting.  Reli¬ 
able  man.  Call  David,  (415)  824-1136.  Save,  Save, 
Save  This  Ad. 

Childcare  Offered.  Wanted:  one  newborn  to  love. 
Mature,  experienced,  kind.  Nonsmoker,  own  car. 
Local  references.  731-8145. 

Women’s  Writing  Classes.  Want  to  write  but  find 
it  difficult  to  get  started  and  keep  going?  Already 
writing  but  need  a  group  for  feedback  and  support? 
My  classes  provide  the  structure  to  write  more  and 
a  community  where  you  can  share  your  writing.  All 
types  of  writing:  all  levels  of  experience  welcome. 
Ten-week  series  starting  soon.  Linda  Elkin/Writing 
Circles  for  Women.  (415)  337-7207. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Professional,  reasonably  priced.  Offering  service 
seven  days  a  week.  For  more  details  call  (415) 
255-8506.  R6. 

Good  Carpentry/Handyman.  Services  from 
builder  with  over  20  years  professional  experience. 
Local.  Call  Marcus  at  647-6087. 

Massage  Therapy  for  Women.  Stress  reduction 
and  relief  from  neck  and  back  tension.  Janine,  LMT. 
Experienced.  468-5201. 


t  or  your  convenience, 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads  are  posted  on 
our  web  site.  Most  of  our 
stories  are  there,  too.  It’s 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


Too  Busy  to  Eat  Right?  Call  for  free  brochure: 
"Easy  Ways  to  Improve  Your  Diet.”  824-6525. 

Virtual  Franchise  Available.  Preventative  Health 
Care  products.  1-888-224-6525. 

Refrigerator.  Kenmore.  Excellent  condition.  $150. 
641-6199. 

Hot  Flash!  Midlife  Women’s  Group  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  Meet  with  women  your  age  (40s  to  60s),  sup¬ 
porting  each  other  through  the  struggles,  challenges, 
and  joys  of  midlife.  We  are  trailblazers  and  elders 
in  training,  redefining  what  aging  means  to  us.  Ar¬ 
lene  Dumas.  LCSW.  641-4553. 

Massage  Office  Available  part-time.  Nurturing  en¬ 
vironment,  Noe  Valley  location.  Margaret,  (415) 
550-8940. 

Looking  for  a  Place  to  Live  in  San  Francisco? 
Rent  Tech  can  provide  lists  of  vacant  apartments  and 
rooms  in  all  areas  of  the  city!  Call  us  at  (415)  863- 
7368  for  more  information.  Sign  up  today  on  the 
web  or  in  our  office.  List  your  vacancy  free.  863- 
RENT  or  www.renttech.com.  Fee/guarantee. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We’ll  do  it!  Call 
Marco  and  Sara.  (415)  585-7280.  References  avail¬ 
able.  $12  per  hour. 


Group  Therapy  for  Women  with  eating  disorders. 
Food  does  not  have  to  be  the  most  important  thing 
in  your  life.  Overeating,  throwing  up,  not  eating  are 
not  as  impossible  to  overcome  as  they  may  seem. 
We  now  have  openings  in  our  women’s  group.  You 
may  find  it  helpful  to  relate  to  others  who  are  work¬ 
ing  to  gain  control  of  their  lives  and  their  eating.  The 
group  meets  Thursdays  from  7  to  8:30  p.m.  The  fee 
is  $30  per  week.  For  further  information,  call  Dr. 
Pat  Sax,  (415)  661-7158. 

Need  Housework?  Thirteen  years  cleaning  in  Noe 
Valley;  $  12/hour.  Call  Stephanie,  282-3176. 

“Vitamin-Mania.”  A  prominent  physician  speaks 
out.  Get  “the  whole  truth.”  Free  audio  tape.  1-888- 
224-6525. 

Garage  for  Rent.  Sanchez  near  Jersey  Street. 
$  175/month.  648-8614. 

Garage/Storefront/Workspace  Wanted  by 
artist/designer  for  studio  use.  Responsible,  excellent 
references.  821-7738. 

Why  Clean?  Allow  Me  to  Do  It!  Save  time  and 
money  with  a  detail-oriented  professional.  Clean¬ 
ing  extraordinaire  at  your  service.  Mike,  928-3199. 

Inspiring  and  Creative  Piano  Lessons  with  Wil¬ 
low  Williamson,  B.A.  in  music  from  Mills  College. 
Lessons  include  composition,  improvisation,  theo¬ 
ry,  ear  training,  and  technique.  Call  647-6614. 

Catalyst  for  Personal  and  Spiritual  Growth. 

Painful  emotions  that  go  around  and  around  in  your 
mind  without  resolution  prevent  you  from  experi¬ 
encing  your  full  inner  wisdom.  Method:  1)  Ac¬ 
knowledge  the  events  that  started  the  pain  and  ex¬ 
plore  why  and  how  the  events  occurred:  2)  Relive 
the  anger  and  sadness  you  felt.  Results:  Under¬ 
standing  the  background  of  your  painful  emotions 
will  give  you  space  for  healthy  thinking  so  you  can 
be  on  your  way  to  triumphantly  solving  your  prob¬ 
lems.  This  method  worked  for  me.  I  am  direct,  in¬ 
teractive,  and  a  compassionate  listener.  My  clients 
“graduate”  after  very  few  sessions.  Fee:  $I(X)  for  a 
full  hour.  Sliding  scale  available.  Initial  half-hour 
phone  consultation  is  free.  Emily  Shihadeh,  M.S. 
counseling.  (415)  282-5662. 

Enhance  Self-Love.  The  work  is  to  build  a  creative 
and  spiritual  life  on  a  foundation  of  self-worth.  Ex¬ 
perienced  therapist,  19  years  with  individuals  and 
couples.  Noe  Valley  office.  Elliott  Isenberg,  Ph.D. 
Licensed  psychologist.  695-0499. 

Therapy  Office  for  Rent.  Large  office  available  in 
five-office  suite.  $700/month,  utilities  included. 
Call  648-8781. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning  available.  Great  refer¬ 
ences,  experience.  Reasonably  priced.  For  more  de¬ 
tails  call  Rodrigo.  (415)  522-0412. 


Lighten  Your  Load.  Lose  weight  like  magic.  It’s 
easy,  safe,  healthy,  and  fun!  You’ll  watch  the  pounds 
and  fat  melt  away.  Eat  your  favorite  foods,  too!  Peo¬ 
ple  around  the  world  are  now  discovering  this  amaz¬ 
ing  program.  Get  the  weight-loss  results  you’ve 
dreamed  of.  All  natural.  Money-back  guarantee. 
Ask  about  three  ways  to  get  paid  for  losing  weight. 
You’ve  tried  the  rest,  now  it’s  time  for  the  best!  Free 
samples  and  consultation.  Call  Lois,  (415)  337-1107. 

Office  Space  Sought  by  psychotherapist  (MFCC) 
in  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  Upper  Market,  or  Hayes 
Valley.  Please  contact  Michael  at  546-7779. 

Too  Many  Papers?  Too  Little  Time?  Call  Margo 
Rila,  861-4551.  home  and  office  organizer.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  References. 

Motherhood/Fatherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Are  you 
considering  parenting?  Are  you  confused  of  am¬ 
bivalent?  Indecision  can  be  immobilizing.  Explore 
the  many  feelings  associated  with  this  decision  in  a 
safe  and  non-judgmental  environment.  Separate 
workshops  for  both  women  and  men.  Call  for 
brochure/schedule.  Denise  Carlini,  MFCC,  752- 
9165.  Arm  Davidman,  MFCC,  752-5392. 

Housecleaner.  Home  and  office.  Experienced. 
Great  references.  Own  car.  Dolores,  665-4353. 

A  Very  Special  Bodyworker  in  Noe  Valley.  Ann 
McGinnis  has  been  serving  Noe  Valley  since  1984 
with  her  intuitive  clarity  and  artful,  healing  touch. 
With  23  years  on  a  path  of  healing  and  self-aware¬ 
ness,  she  is  able  to  offer  an  extensive  repertoire  for 
working  with  the  body — from  deeply  relaxing  mas¬ 
sage  to  working  with  chronic  pain  and  issues  around 
incest  and  abuse.  Her  sessions  are  contexts  where 
you  can  deeply  rest  and  participate  with  your  own 
unique  creative  body  wisdom.  Ann  teaches  through¬ 
out  the  Bay  Area  and  is  on  the  faculty  of  Alive  & 
Well!  Institute  of  Conscious  Bodywork.  Introduc¬ 
tory  session,  $45  ($10  discount).  454'3451. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Professional.  Reasonable  price,  offering  services 
seven  days  a  week.  For  more  details  call  (415)  643- 
0894,  Nadir. 

Psychotherapy  Offices  Available,  24th  Street  San 
Francisco  office,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Sat¬ 
urday.  North  Berkeley  office  Tuesday -Thursday. 
Christa,  (510)528-9867. 

Baby  Items  for  Sale.  Crib  (Simmons,  whitewash), 
cradle,  infant  car  seat  (Century),  high  chair,  Exer- 
saucer,  toys,  more!  (415)  821-7279. 

Experienced  Housecleaner  with  local  references. 
Thorough  work  done  to  your  specifications.  Call 
824-0894. 

Gardening.  Professional  gardener  will  beautify 
your  environment.  Maintenance,  cleanup,  design  and 
installation,  consultation,  veggies,  and  children’s 
gardens.  Organic.  Reasonable  rates.  821-6359. 

Personal  Assistant.  I  am  available  to  help  you  with 
errands,  yard  work,  making  healthy  gourmet  meals, 
computer  work,  pet  care,  and  more.  (415)  648-49 1 9, 
Anahid. 

Desperately  Seeking  Sanity?  Affordable  depth- 
oriented  psychotherapy  with  a  seasoned  therapist 
who  uses  compassion,  insight,  humor,  and  good  old- 
fashioned  common  sense  to  address  a  broad  range 
of  personal  difficulties,  with  a  specialty  in  chronic 
depression  and  relationship  issues.  Sliding  scale. 
Elisabeth  Feldman,  MFCC  (MFC#29510).  (415) 
273-5833. 

Rosen  Method  Bodywork.  Practitioner  in  Noe 
Valley.  For  information  or  to  schedule  an  appoint¬ 
ment,  please  call  Jane  Tatum,  643-0253. 

Office  Space  for  Rent  in  chiropractic  clinic.  Look¬ 
ing  for  an  acupuncturist,  homeopath,  massage  ther¬ 
apist,  bodyworker,  etc.,  to  rent  space  in  beautiful  of¬ 
fice  with  great  location  near  Dolores  Park. 
Reasonable  rent.  Call  626-75 15. 

Home  Cleaning.  Excellent  references.  Profession¬ 
al,  reasonable  price.  For  more  details  call  (415)  563- 
6782.  Marciene  Alcantara. 

Plan  Now  for  a  Lovely  Spring  Garden.  Trees, 
shrubs,  hedges.  Professional  arborist,  neighborhood 
resident.  Twenty  years  experience.  Free  estimates, 
reasonable  rates.  826-6160;  566-1920.  E-mail: 
Squihen@aol.com. 

Mr.  Morgenstern  Hauls  All,  reasonable  or  free  in 
exchange  for  goods.  What  have  you?  563-5354  or 
560-3637. 


24th  Street  Psychotherapy  Office  available  Mon¬ 
days,  part-time  Thursdays  and  Fridays.  Sand  tray 
also  available.  282-5242. 

Housecleaner.  Home  and  office.  Experienced,  great 
references,  own  car.  Elli,  661-5941. 

Cleaning  Services.  Houses,  apartments,  studios. 
Excellent  references.  Call  Denise  for  estimate.  (5 10) 
236-2901. 

Rare  Rustic  Willowbark  Twig  Couch.  Custom 
overstuffed  pillows  have  playful  country  print.  Ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $300.  864-3198. 

Great  Winter  Skiing!  Beautiful  Tahoe  home  in 
prestigious  Incline  Village.  Ski  Squaw,  Alpine,  Di¬ 
amond  Peak,  Heavenly.  Large  kitchen,  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  baths,  steam/sauna  room,  living  room 
with  fireplace,  two  decks,  garage,  all  appliances  and 
laundry.  Call  early  for  ski  season.  (415)  282-7955; 
998-7955. 

Need  Help  with  Legal  Forms?  We  prepare  divorce/ 
bankruptcy/other  legal  forms.  (415)  585-9105. 

Sunny  Mexico!  Five-star  beautiful  Terrasol  Condos 
beach  resort,  Cabo  San  Lucas.  Step  from  deck  to  the 
sand!  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  kitchen,  jacuzzi, 
pools.  Lovers  Beach,  great  fishing,  diving.  (415) 
282-7955;  998-7955. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work,  e.g.,  three-drawer  dresser  with  mirror,  $150 
with  pickup.  One-Eyed  Jacks,  621-4390. 

Acupressure  Massage  for  Your  Health.  Combin¬ 
ing  Jin  Shin  Do,  Amma,  and  Shiatsu  acupressure 
with  Cranial-Sacral  and  Tui-Na  for  optimal  healing 
and  balance.  Offering  relief  from  headaches,  sinus 
and  lung  congestion,  low  energy,  stiffness  and  pain, 
emotional  blocks,  women’s  health  issues,  and  more. 
Margaret  Medeiros,  C.M.T.,  550-8940,  Noe  Valley 
office. 

Guitar  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bemal  Heights.  For¬ 
mer  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director,  compos¬ 
er  of  Academy  Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee, 
20  years  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners 
welcome.  Fun,  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244. 

Pet  Sitting,  Dog  Walks,  Cat  Talks.  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident,  home  for  the  holidays.  Experienced;  local  ref¬ 
erences;  reasonable  rates.  Look  after  mail,  garbage, 
plants,  etc.  Call  Terry,  821-9234. 

Remodeling  Services  by  Mystery  Carpentry,  li¬ 
cense  #731187.  Home  repairs  and  upgrades.  Gen¬ 
eral  handyman  work.  Reasonable  rates,  good  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Dan,  242-9042. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references, 
professional,  reasonable  price.  Offering  service  seven 
days  a  week.  For  more  details,  call  for  Margarida. 
(415)  255-0636. 

Harmonica  Lessons.  Taught  by  professional.  All 
styles.  Sliding  scale.  Beginners  to  advanced  wel¬ 
come.  641-4860. 

Free  Consultation!  Worn  out?  Sagging?  Wrin¬ 
kled?  Try  my  complimentary,  basic  easy  skin  care. 
Your  home  or  mine.  Elsie,  (415)  550-7475. 

Sunny  24th  Street  Psychotherapy  Office.  Avail¬ 
able  Thursdays,  Fridays,  Saturdays.  North  Berkeley 
psychotherapy  office  available  Tuesdays  and  Thurs¬ 
days.  Christa,  (510)  528-9867. 


Occasional  Work  Sought.  Semi-retired  proofread¬ 
er  (knowledge  of  French  and  Spanish);  former  le¬ 
gal  secretary  (Word  Perfect  5.1);  capable,  reliable; 
seeks  occasional  work  (proofreading,  clerical,  read¬ 
ing  aloud,  other)  to  supplement  part-time  job  and 
small  pension.  S.F.  only.  Anne,  (415)  522-2980. 

Tax  Preparation  and  Consulting.  My  10-year-old 
practice  consists  largely  of  self-employed  individ¬ 
uals,  many  of  whom  are  artists  or  musicians.  I  also 
specialize  in  helping  non-filers,  audit  representa¬ 
tion,  offers-in-compromise,  and  prebankruptcy  tax 
planning.  Call  Alan  Steger,  E.A.,  (415)  387-3057. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  C!om- 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Free  estimate,  pickup,  and  delivery.  Call  Boris, 
(415)587-3416. 


Kobliska  Construction 

Lie. 459114 

■  20  Years  Experience 

■  Foundations 

■  Decks  &  Stairs 

■  Kitchens  &  Baths 

■  Room  Additions 

■  Small  Jobs,  Too! 

(415)  648-3020 


BE  A  BLOOD  DONOR 


FOR  ALL  SEASONS! 


Irwin  Memorial  Blood  Centers 

Please  Call  415-749-6643 


Voice  Mail 

The  Voice  welcomes  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send  email  to 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Please  include 
your  name,  address,  and  phone 
number,  so  we  can  contact  you  if 
we  have  questions.  Another  way  to 
reach  us  is  via  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com.  There 
you’ll  find  a  history  of  the  paper, 
the  Class  Ad  listings,  and  select 
stories  from  current  and  past  issues. 
Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 
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CLASS  ADS 


Mac  Computer?  Need  Help?  1  can  help  you  clean 
up  your  computer,  teach  you  how  to  get  online,  send 
e-mail,  teach  you  and  your  children  how  to  surf  the 
web,  etc.  I  am  the  tech  coordinator  at  a  private  ele- 
„  mentary  school.  Evenings  and  weekends  in  your 
home.  641-7062. 

Environmentally  Safe  Housecleaning.  Weekly  or 
biweekly.  Free  estimates.  66 1  -948 1 . 

Relationship  Counseling.  For  enhancing  relation¬ 
ships  or  creating  life  after  a  separation.  Long  or 
short-term  work.  Individuals  or  couples.  Sliding 
scale  available.  Linda-Sue  Edwards,  M.F.C.C.  (li¬ 
cense  #21917).  931-1928. 

Alexander  Technique  Lessons.  House  calls: 
Home/office  on-site  services  with  Kathryn  Zim¬ 
merman.  1-800-283-3455. 


Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  reasonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo,  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com¬ 
munity  for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint¬ 
ments  available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran¬ 
tee,  references.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  553-3751. 

Free  Introductory  Meditation  Class,  Tuesdays  at 
7:30  p.m.  Two-hour  psychic  readings  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  $35.  Psychic  Horizons  at  972  viencia  St. 
(near  21st).  (415)  346-7906. 

Looking  for  a  12-Year-Experienced,  reliable, 
bonded  housecleaner?  Stop  your  search!  Call  KJ 
now  at  (415)  285-3014. 

Piano  for  Chiidren.  Classical  piano  and  music  the¬ 
ory  instruction  offered.  Patient,  experienced  Noe 
viley  teacher.  Elva  Granat,  285-5769. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valiey.  Experience  the 
Victorian  charm  of  old  San  Francisco  in  designer’s 
beautiful,  spacious,  three-room  suite  with  private 
entrance.  Delicious  fare,  reasonable  rates,  two 
blocks  to  24th  Street.  “A  Victorian  Legacy.”  Call 
Patricia,  648-8879. 

Counseling/Psychotherapy.  Individual,  couples, 
family,  adolescent,  pets.  Mission  District  office. 
Will  negotiate  fee.  Lower  for  cash.  Confidential. 
Sally  Levy,  M.F.C.C.  CA  #MFC29828.  (415) 
648-8974. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or 
friends  coming  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private  en¬ 
trance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique  fur¬ 
nishings,  private  patio.  Convenient  to  24th  Street 
and  J-Church.  Oliver  House,  695-0700. 

Pet  Care.  Does  Rover  need  a  pet  sitter?  Exercise? 
Training?  A  ride  to  the  vet?  Positively  Pets  can  help! 
Expert  care  for  all  pets.  Bonded.  References.  Senior 
discounts.  647-2463. 

Schlepper  Bros.  Hauling.  Fast,  fair,  honest,  reli¬ 
able,  and  yogic  (Food  Not  Bombs  activists).  Tom, 
824-4214. 

Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller,  664-0513. 

Licensed  Painting.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interior 
and  exterior.  Free  consultation  and  estimate.  Also 
expert  plaster  and  drywall  repairs.  Cracks  and  wa¬ 
ter  damage  fixed.  License  497-214.  References. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Mendocino  Weekend  Getaway.  New,  one-bed¬ 
room  cottage,  $150.  Decks,  fireplace.  Close  to  vil¬ 
lage,  private.  826-7877. 

Event  Specialists.  Dancing  Ladies  Productions  can 
do  it  all  from  birthdays  to  weddings.  The  more 
unique  to  the  most  outrageous  brings  more  fun  for 
all.  282-2782. 

Building  Owners!  Thinking  about  remodeling  or 
adding  to  your  building?  Get  the  expert  input  your 
project  needs  from  an  experienced  architect.  Call 
Mike  Hager  at  285-7409.  In  Noe  Valley  since  1981, 
25  years  of  experience.  Reasonable.  Free  initial 
consultation. 

Clean  &  Natural:  Housecleaning.  Quality  work. 
Bonded.  Free  estimate:  (415)  642-6280. 

Buy  Direct  Breeders.  Young  and  tame  parakeets 
and  cockatiels.  (650)  697-3682. 


Furniture  Wanted.  I  need  old  dressers,  tables, 
desks,  etc.  Will  repair  and/or  refinish  if  necessary. 
Paying  cash.  Karen,  647-6157. 

Carpentry,  Ceramic  Tile,  drywall,  decks,  finish 
carpentry,  hardwood  floor  refmishing,  painting. 
Reasonable  prices,  good  references,  free  estimates. 
Call  Brad,  627-4065. 

Handyman:  Repairs,  build  household  and  yard 
projects.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving, 
986-2654. 

Walkin  Waggin  Pet  and  Plant  Care  by  Carla.  Lo¬ 
cated  in  Noe  Valley.  Love  and  attention,  walks,  play 
or  sitting.  Health  care,  feeding,  and  hygiene.  Ser¬ 
vices  for  all  animals  (fish  and  horses  too).  Respon¬ 
sible,  mature,  fun,  and  smart.  Animal  caretaker/ 
owner  with  25  years  experience.  648-365 1 . 

Paint  for  Le  $$.  Interior/exterior.  Expert  crack  re¬ 
pair,  attention  to  detail.  Free  color  consultation.  We 
give  you  the  very  best  for  le$$!  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Kacey,  206-0646. 

Considering  Psychotherapy?  A  time  of  difficulty 
can  become  a  time  of  growth — if  you  reach  out  and 
use  the  help  and  tools  that  are  available.  I’m  an  ex¬ 
perienced,  licensed  therapist  who  offers  a  respon¬ 
sive,  down-to-earth  counseling  approach  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  couples  of  all  lifestyles.  Both  short-  and 
long-term  counseling  are  available  at  my  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  office.  Call  Judith  Rosen,  Ph.D.,  M.F.C.C. 
(MFCC  #18035)  at  285-0262. 

Yoga  in  Noe  Valley.  Classes  and  private  lessons. 
Also,  yoga  therapy  for  whatever  ails  you!  New 
Dawn  Yoga  Therapy,  (415)  285-1831. 

Need  an  Extra  Bedroom/Bath  for  visiting  relatives 
or  friends?  Rent  ours.  No  frills.  Low  cost.  282-2550. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Unique  ap¬ 
proach  for  holistic  balance.  Begiimers  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  6  p.m.  $5  introduction.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  Chris  Sequeira,  24  years  expe¬ 
rience.  (650)  756-6857,  (415)  773-8185. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  piano  with  pa¬ 
tient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  individ¬ 
ual  goals.  Music  degree  and  20  years  of  teaching  ex¬ 
perience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical,  or  popular 
repertoire,  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Bannett,  648-1007. 

Just  Plain  Good  Therapy.  Brief  counseling,  crisis 
help,  or  in-depth  work  offered  to  individuals  and 
couples  of  “all  sexual  persuasions”  by  well-aged,  in- 
mitive,  perceptive,  and  highly  skilled  counselor  who 
has  seen,  heard,  and  experienced  a  broad  range  of 
life’s  challenges.  Upper  Glen  Park,  easy  parking. 
Jearme  Adleman,  M.A.  585-0666. 

New  Improved  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast. 
Unit  A:  private  entrance,  private  bath,  kitchenette, 
queen  bed.  Cute  and  cozy.  Unit  B:  view,  private 
bath,  deck,  fireplace,  hot  tub,  queen  bed.  Unit  C: 
ultra-view,  private  bath,  steam  room,  parlor,  king 
bed,  fireplace,  and  deck.  All  with  cable  and  VCR. 
Masseuse  and  day  care  available.  Contact  Sheila, 
821-0751. 

Recover  Lost  Fortunes.  Manual  shows  you  how. 
$20  billion  in  lost  fortunes  goes  unclaimed!  Free  in¬ 
formation  from  local  author.  Mazel  Publishing,  P.O. 
Box  460040,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0040. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

Books  Bought.  I  come  to  you.  Call  L.J.,  469-9338 
(46-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understaridable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

TVansform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Natural/Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  Clean  and 
Green  will  get  your  home  spotless!  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly,  and  special  occasions.  Thorough,  depend¬ 
able,  references.  Janet,  281-9622. 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location;  two 
guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom  areas, 
private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private  entrances; 
shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visiting  family/ 
friends,  business  travelers;  weekly,  monthly  rates 
285-7189. 


Vacation  Room  Rental:  Upper  Noe  Valley — .safe, 
clean,  private,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  fam¬ 
ily.  821-4890. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133. 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  quaint  garden  suite,  spacious, 
front  room,  full  kitchen,  big  bedroom  and  office 
area,  laundry  room,  modem  bathroom,  ornamental 
gas  fireplace,  arched  window  view  of  garden  with 
flowers,  ground  level,  separate  entrance,  quiet,  near 
26th  and  Sanchez,  close  to  shopping  and  trans¬ 
portation,  privacy.  Additional  rooms  available.  Call 
(415)  206-0202. 

Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  It’s  healthy,  effective, 
and  affordable.  I’m  thorough,  reliable,  and  honest. 
Local  references.  Russell,  431-4975. 

Word  Processing  (expertise;  legal).  Tape  transcrip¬ 
tion,  editing,  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  resumes, 
letter  composition,  complaint  letters.  Phone-in  dic¬ 
tation  system.  Dena  Reiner,  (415)  821-4661. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the  fra¬ 
grance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable  host¬ 
ess.  (415)  648-2515. 

One-Eyed  Jacks.  We  buy  out  or  conduct  on¬ 
premises  estate  sales.  Will  also  buy  single  items,  i.e„ 
period  furniture  from  1 960s  back  (some  newer)  and 
collectibles,  oriental  rugs,  art,  jewelry,  lamps,  tools, 
garden  statuary  and  pottery,  bric-a-brac,  and  more. 
Call  or  visit  us  at  1645  Market  St.  621-4390  and 
585-1901,  Jim. 

Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  theses,  disserta¬ 
tions,  tape  transcription,  editing.  Joanne,  43 1  -0603. 

Gardening  Service:  Includes  consultations,  de¬ 
sign,  and  renovations.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and 
maintenance.  626-1258. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  Agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  $  1 0  discount  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Math  Tutoring:  (415)  285-1831. 

Flute  Lessons.  Noe  Valley-based  flutist  with  B.A. 
and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  accepting  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  levels.  Carla,  (415)  648-365 1 . 

Relationship  Counseling.  Reduce  conflicts  and 
improve  communication  and  intimacy  with  rela¬ 
tionship  counseling,  individuals,  couples,  and  fam¬ 
ilies.  Dennis  Thatcher,  M.S.,  M.F.C.C.  license 
#MFC25186.  (415)  995-2916. 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  sleeps  six 
(maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of  strearn/for- 
est;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream,  koi  pond;  $250/two-night  weekend, 
$275/three-night  weekend,  $75/night  mid-week 
with  two-night  minimum;  $5(X)/week;  $1,500/ 
month.  Ten  percent  discount  to  all  repeat  guests 
647-3052. 

CEF  Contractors.  License  #706109.  Residential 
remodel  and  termite  repairs.  Carpentry,  tile,  drywall 
and  plaster,  plumbing,  electrical,  paint.  Excellent 
references  including  Noe  Valley  locality.  Call  Cun 
(510)654-4963. 

Lynda  the  Gardener.  Complete  landscape  service. 
Experienced  and  skilled  professional  craftspeople. 
Redwood  fences,  decks,  and  arbors.  Brick,  stone, 
concrete:  walls,  walks,  and  patios.  Irrigation,  lawns, 
planting,  expert  pruning,  and  maintenance.  Let  us 
install  your  dream  garden.  Serving  Noe  Valley  since 
1986.  Free  estimate.  Referrals.  License  #543983. 
Lynda,  759-1335. 

Housecleaner  Available  for  homes,  apartments, 
and  offices.  Excellent  references.  Rosane,  at  (415) 
885-2215. 


How  to  Place  a  Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of  words 
by  -300  a  word,  and  enclose  a  check  or 
money  order  for  the  full  amount.  Note 
that  phone  numbers,  including  area 
code,  cottnt  as  one  word. 

Mail  the  ad  and  check,  made  out  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we  receive 
it  by  the  15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  you’d  like  to  advertise  in.  Even  if 
the  ad  is  a  renewal  from  a  prior  issue, 
please  send  us  the  full  text  of  your  ad. 

Discount  for  Repeat  Advertisers: 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news 
edition  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  va¬ 
cation  in  January  and  August.)  If  you 
place  the  same  class  ad  in  1 0  issues,  you 
are  entitled  to  a  10  percent  discount.  To 
figure  your  cost,  deduct  10  percent  from 
the  total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March  ’98 
issue,  hitting  the  streets  of  Noe  Valley  on 
Wednesday,  March  4.  TTie  deadline  for 
Class  Ads  is  Feb.  15.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Sorry,  but  we  are  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ad  orders  by  phone  or  e-mail  at 
this  time.  However,  each  month’s  Class 
Ads  are  also  displayed  on  our  web  site; 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be 
set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets 
will  be  provided  only  if  your  order  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you.  □ 


A  Cheap  Way  to  Own  a  House!  Commissioned 
watercolors  from  $150,  plus  tax.  Specializing  in 
houses,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Francisco.  Free 
consultation  with  no  obligation.  You’ll  see  samples 
of  my  work,  and  we'll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  paint¬ 
ing.  Call  Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696. 

HIV-AIDS?  Learn  what  a  top  HIV/AIDS  special¬ 
ist  recommends  to  his  patients.  Free  audio  tape.  (415) 
627-4017. 

Cat  &  Plant  Care  is  providing  TLC  to  cats  and 
homes  in  Noe  Valley  and  environs.  If  you're  look¬ 
ing  for  a  reliable  individual  with  local  references, 
call  Anna-Kajs  (A-K)  for  a  cat  chat,  etc.  648-8132. 

Aspiring  Novelist  with  much  nonfiction  writing  ex¬ 
perience  seeks  four  or  five  like-minded  individuals 
to  launch  a  fiction  writers  group  in  Noe  Valley. 
Members/supporters  will  routinely  share  their  work 
and  invite  feedback.  Call  826-8567  or  send  e-mail 
to  ENGSTROM@A.CRL.COM 

Telephone  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or  busi¬ 
ness;  37  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene,  826-8419. 

Depth  Psychotherapy.  Heal  old  wounds,  past  trau¬ 
ma  and  abuse.  Explore  and  work  through  stuck 
places,  fears  and  anxiety  that  keep  you  from  having 
the  relationships  and  life  that  you  want.  Peggy 
Handler,  MFCC  #32077.  695-0166. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valiey  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stories,  and  essays,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  neighborhood  themes.  Payment 
upon  publication.  Send  manuscript  (typed,  please), 
plus  name,  address,  and  phone,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14. 
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ome  visit  us  at 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
Each  month  the  Class  Ads 
and  top  news  stories  are 
posted  on  our  web  site  for 
your  enjoyment. 
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CADPENTDY 
&  CONtSTPUCTION 

Since  1974 
JS  remodeling 
.A  kitchens  7  baths 
A  elec.  /  plumbing 
.A  Victorian  restor 
A  repair  /  dry  rot 
A  additions 
Lk.  No.  442870 


(oundalion  to  (tnLbh 


821  -4091 


TRANSFORMATIONAL 

PATHWAYS™ 

All  healing  is  in  the  end  self-healing. 
Discover  how  to  access  your  own  energy  field. 

Classes  begin  April  25  -  April  26, 1998 

St.  Lukes  Hospital,  3555  Ceasar  Chavez 

Barbara  Bishop  M.D.  &  Barbara  Klein-Robuck  RN,  HNC 
Call  650-991-6922  for  more  info;  CEHs  for  RNs 


Heal  Thy  Self 


LEARN  THE  SECRET 
HISTORY  OF  YOUR 
HOME 


Fully  Documented  House  Histories 
construction  date 
•original  owners 
•builders 
•pre  1906  data — 


l~oopnflaol 


Tim  Kelley 
House  and 
Neighborhood 
Historian 


The  Perfect  Gift 
C/U.L  TODAY 

337  5824 
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Shop  Talk 

By  Mazook 

FOURTH  QUARTER  REPORTS  for  Out 
of  Hand,  the  popular  arts  and  crafts  store 
on  Castro  near  24th,  “were  just  great,”  re¬ 
ports  store  owner  Karla  Clement. 

"Our  Christmas  sales  were  just  great, 
and  last  year  we  were  voted  one  of  the 
‘Top  100  Retailers  of  American  Craft’  in 
a  national  poll  of  craftspeople  by  Niche 
Magazine,"  says  Karla.  The  store  features 
ceramics,  jewelry,  and  crafts  from  about 
a  dozen  Bay  Area  artists. 

But  as  many  of  you  already  know.  Out 
of  Hand  will  be  closing  its  doors  March 
1.  Why?  “It’s  simple,”  says  Karla,  “retail 
burnout.  I’ve  been  here  for  1 1  years  now, 
and  let  me  tell  you,  running  a  small  busi¬ 
ness  these  days  is  really  difficult.” 

Karla  also  points  out  that  the  shop  is  on 
a  month-to-month  lease  and  the  building 


is  currently  for  sale,  so  planning  for  the 
future  had  become  nearly  impossible. 

Karla  says  she  is  going  to  “take  some 
time  off,  regroup,  and  spend  more  hours 
teaching  art  as  a  volunteer  at  my  5-year- 
old’s  school.” 

But  despite  rumors  to  the  contrary,  an¬ 
other  art  store.  Art  Garden  on  Cesar 
Chavez  off  Church,  is  not  closing.  This 
shop  also  features  classy  arts  and  crafts 
by  a  lot  of  local  people. 

Owner  Randall  Thompson  says  he  is 
merely  having  a  “close-out”  sale  through 
the  end  of  February.  “I’m  offering  lots  of 
art  and  crafts  at  50  percent  off.” 

While  you’re  in  the  store,  check  out  the 
Kilim  rugs  and  pillows  (from  Turkey)  and 
the  Tansu  furniture  pieces  made  in  Japan 
from  the  1880s  to  around  1930. 

8  a  s 

THERE  WAS  MILD  PANIC  among  the 
regular  patrons  of  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room 
last  month  when  the  tiny  refuge  shut 
down  for  about  a  week. 

The  rather  unique  Lovejoy’s,  on 
Church  Street  near  24th,  is  known  for  its 
English-style  “high  tea,”  which  is  served 
all  day  (11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.),  along  with  the 
traditional  scones,  Devonshire  clotted 
cream,  and  jam. 

Tricia  Hollenberg  and  her  partner 


Terri  Harte  have  been  operating  the  tea 
room  since  October  for  owners  Mary  Ann 
and  Martin  Spicknell,  who  had  moved  to 
Oregon.  The  two  women  were  negotiat¬ 
ing  to  buy  the  place. 

“Negotiations  broke  down,  and  we 
weren’t  going  any  farther  until  it  was  re¬ 
solved,”  said  Tricia  in  mid-January. 

As  of  press  time,  however,  it  appeared 
that  talks  had  been  renewed.  Lovejoy’s 
should  be  opten  under  new  owners  by  the 
time  you  read  this. 

ass 

IN  RELATED  ITEMS:  The  secondhand 
clothing  store  Allure,  on  Castro  across  the 
street  from  Out  of  Hand,  will  be  closing 
by  March  “at  the  latest,”  according  to  the 
aforementioned  Tricia  Hollenberg. 

Tricia  has  operated  that  store  for  the 
past  three  years  and  has  obviously  cho¬ 
sen  to  change  her  focus.  What  will  replace 
Allure?  No  clue  yet. 

Also,  the  permanent  departure  of  the 
Spicknells  from  the  local  scene  has  meant 
the  closure  of  their  M&M  Antiques  store 
on  the  comer  of  23rd  and  Sanchez.  That, 
in  turn,  has  enabled  Dirt  Cheap  Travel  to 
move  from  its  much  smaller  digs  at  23rd 
and  Vicksburg  into  M&M’s  old  niche. 

Dirt  Cheap  owner  Michael  McGloth- 
lin  says  he  is  delighted  about  the  move 


because  it  almost  doubles  his  space.  (The 
travel  agency  had  been  at  its  original  lo¬ 
cation  since  1 980. )  What  is  a  little  strange 
for  Michael  is  that  “1  used  to  live  above 
the  store  on  23rd  and  Sanchez  when  1 
opened  up  my  business,  and  now  I  am 
moving  there  again.” 

Five  years  ago  Michael  defected  to  Se¬ 
bastopol,  where  he  operates  a  branch  of¬ 
fice  of  Dirt  Cheap  Travel.  His  Dirt  Cheap 
No.  1  should  be  open  on  Sanchez  by  day 
before  yesterday. 

The  last  item  of  store  news  is  about  the 
construction  in  the  front  area  of  Real  Food 
Company  on  24th  Street.  The  store  has 
just  or  is  just  about  to  close  down  for  a 
day  to  install  a  brand  new  checkout  area 
with  new  registers  and  better  space  man¬ 
agement.  This  will  no  doubt  make  room 
for  more  real  food. 

s  ®  s 

A  BULBOUS  MUNI  STORY:  The  Noe 
Valley  Merchants  Association’s  drive  to 
create  80  new  parking  spaces  in  Down¬ 
town  Noe  Valley  —  by  converting  15 
Muni  bus  zones  to  pedestrian  boarding 
“bulbs”  and  putting  diagonal  parking  on 
side  streets  off  24th  Street — has  ran  into 


Continued  on  Next  Page 


San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 


In  our  less  than  open, 
less  than  accepting 
society,  many  gay  men 
have  found  themselves 
with  no  one  to  talk  to. 
And  more  importantly, 
no  one  to  understand 
them.  But  no  longer. 
The  Compass  Project. 
Free  counseling  for  the 
emotional  pressures  of 
being  and  staying  HIV-. 
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Continued  from  Previous  Page 
a  major  roadblock. 

Merchants  President  Robert  Roddick 
received  a  letter  from  Muni  chief  Emilio 
Cruz  in  December.  The  letter  started  out 
by  commending  Roddick  and  the  associ¬ 
ation  for  its  many  creative  ideas  to  solve 
the  parking  crunch  in  Noe  Valley.  Then 
Cruz  wrote:  “However,  bus  bulbs  cost  ap¬ 
proximately  $60,000  to  $  1 00,000  each  to 
construct,  because  of  drainage  consider¬ 
ations  and  the  various  utilities  that  have 
to  be  moved.  We  receive  very  limited 
amounts  of  money  that  can  be  used  for 
bulbs,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  we  would  be 
able  to  devote  between  $1,000,000  and 
$1,500,000  to  bulbs  in  Noe  Valley  alone, 
considering  our  other  needs  for  bus  bulbs 
and  the  other  requests  we  have  gotten.” 

Mr.  Cruz  continued:  “Your  other  sug¬ 
gestion  concerned  creating  angled  park¬ 
ing  on  Castro  and  Noe  streets.  Muni  has 
concerns  about  the  implementation  of  an¬ 
gled  parking  along  streets  with  Muni 
lines,  and  especially  on  streets  with  elec¬ 
tric  trolley  coach  service,  such  as  Cas¬ 
tro....  We  have  generally  opposed  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  angled  parking  on  streets  where 
we  operate.” 

I  guess  it’s  back  to  the  drawing  board 
for  those  1 ,200  Noe  Valleons  who  signed 
a  petition  supporting  the  Merchants’  pro¬ 
posals.  Maybe  we  can  raise  the  $1.5  mil 
with  some  bake  sales  at  our  local  schools. 


WHILE  WE’RE  TALKING  MUNI,  those 
new  Breda  streetcars  that  rumble  and 
whine  down  Church  Street  causing  hous¬ 
es  to  rattle  and  residents  to  shriek  may  be 
headed  for  the  courts. 

Rumor  is  that  many  folks  along  Church 
Street  are  going  to  file  claims  for  nuisance 
and  property  damages  from  the  cars’ 
shaking  and  noise. 

San  Francisco  attorney  Steve  Seiler 
says  he  now  represents  at  least  10  people 
who  live  along  Church  Street  and  who 
plan  to  file  such  claims.  He  also  repre¬ 
sents  40  other  people  out  on  the  Taraval 
line  and  has  already  filed  a  lawsuit  in  S.F. 
Superior  Court  on  behalf  of  one  resident. 

According  to  Bill  Trumbo,  one  of  the 
Church  Street  claimants,  “Every  time  one 
of  these  41 -ton  $2.5  million  streetcars 
rumbles  by  on  track  that  was  built  to  sup¬ 
port  a  trolley  half  its  size  and  whines  at 
85  to  95  decibels,  my  house  shakes  and 
the  noise  fills  the  rooms. 

“Things  have  gotten  worse  since  Muni 
uses  the  J-Church  line  as  the  route  for  all 
other  lines  when  going  and  returning  to 
the  car  bam  out  by  Balboa  Park,  so  they 
pass  by  starting  very  early  in  the  morning 
and  then  late  at  night. 

“I’ve  lived  here  since  1978  and  re¬ 
member  the  days  when  only  the  PCC  cars 
were  used.  They  ran  quiet  as  a  mouse,  and 
even  the  bigger  Boeing  cars  were  quiet.” 

How  many  $1.5  million  chunks  do  you 
think  Muni  will  spend  on  buying  60  more 
Breda  cars,  scheduled  to  arrive  from  Italy 
in  the  coming  years?  Yikes! 


DOWNTOWN  NOE  VALLEY  news- 
racks  will  soon  be  substantially  upgrad¬ 
ed,  says  Dan  Bmgmann,  newsrack  pro¬ 
gram  manager  for  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Public  Works. 

DPW  just  issued  its  report  on  those  de¬ 
signer  newsracks  recently  installed  in 
front  of  Bell  Market  as  part  of  a  six-month 
city  wide  pilot  project. 

People  in  Noe  Valley,  like  everywhere 
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else  in  the  city,  overwhelmingly  favored 
the  new  fixed-pedestal  stands  over  the  old 
freestanding  ones,  which  used  to  get 
blown  around  on  the  sidewalks. 

According  to  Bmgmann,  DPW  is  now 
planning  to  set  up  the  new  newsracks  at 
three  or  four  other  spots  along  24th  Street: 
at  Castro  in  front  the  Bank  of  America,  at 
Noe  next  to  Starbucks,  at  Sanchez  next  to 
Juice  It,  and  somewhere  near  the  comer 
of  Church  and  24th. 

“We  are  looking  at  over  one  thousand 
locations  all  over  the  city  and  twelve  to 
fifteen  thousand  newsracks,”  says  Bmg¬ 
mann.  Really?  Wow. 

s  s  s 

A  TRUCE  has  been  reached  on  the  Au¬ 
drey  Rodgers  memorial  planned  for  the 
comer  of  21st  and  Sanchez  streets.  The 
landscaping  should  be  starting  right  now. 
And  the  paving  and  installation  of  the 
bench — and  the  dedication  and  block  par¬ 
ty — should  happen  by  late  spring. 

According  to  Rodgers  ’  daughter  Janice 
Bracken,  a  deal  has  been  stmek  among 
adjoining  landowners  Monty  and  Louise 
Zweben,  builder  Seamus  McGee,  and  in¬ 
terested  neighbors  whereby  a  6-foot-by- 
40-inch  half  circle  will  be  set  aside  on  the 
comer  for  the  placement  of  a  one-and-a- 
half-person  bench  carved  from  redwood. 

It  will  sit  on  the  north  tip  of  a  swatch 
that  is  31  feet  wide  and  runs  down 
Sanchez  the  entire  block  to  Hill  Street. 
This  “undeveloped  sidewalk”  is  indeed 
owned  by  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco,  and  not  by  the  Zwebens,  as  I 
erroneously  reported  last  month. 

Thank  you  to  Charles  Freeman  Stam¬ 
per  (see  his  letter  to  the  editor,  page  4)  for 
setting  everyone  straight  on  this  point, 
and  sorry  for  all  the  dialogue  my  column 
must  have  caused.  Mea  culpa. 

As  for  the  other  six-foot,  hand-carved 
redwood  bench  and  the  “round  rock 
stoop”  (the  original  sculpture  designed 
for  the  memorial),  which  was  too  big  for 
the  area  agreed  upon,  Janice  says  it  will 
probably  wind  up  in  the  Seward  Street 
Mini  Park  that  her  mother  and  artists  Ruth 
Asawa  and  A1  Lanier  designed.  Seward 
Street  is  just  off  Douglass  near  20th  Street. 
The  mini-park  has  a  mini-playground 
with  a  very  interesting  slide  (it’s  a  smooth 
stone  slide  that  goes  down  a  hillside). 

According  to  Janice,  one  of  the  stick¬ 
ing  points  in  the  months-long  debate  over 
the  size  of  the  Sanchez  Street  memorial 
was  the  issue  of  liability.  People  worried 
about  who  would  be  responsible  should 
somebody  claim  damages  while  in  the 
area  of  the  bench. 

But  Janice  can  now  laugh  about  it  and 
say,  “This  whole  process  has  given  me  a 
new  inspiration.  I  am  going  to  get  a  plaque 
for  the  Sanchez  Street  bench  that  says  ‘Sit 
at  Your  Own  Risk.’ 

“And  I  guarantee  you  that  my  parents 
will  be  laughing  from  heaven!” 


HATS  OFF  to  Rick  Hardina,  who  is 
head  clerk  at  Bell  Market  on  24th  Street 
(having  worked  there  for  the  past  21 
years).  Rick  put  together  a  “Color  ’n’  Win 
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Contest”  for  kids  over  Christmas.  “Bell 
had  done  a  chainwide  Halloween  color¬ 
ing  contest  two  years  ago,”  said  Rick, 
“and  customers  kept  asking  us  when  we 
were  going  to  do  that  again.” 

After  Bell  gave  the  go-ahead  and  put 
together  some  prizes,  toys,  and  candy, 
Rick  xeroxed  a  line  drawing  of  Santa  that 
he  had  designed  for  the  tee  shirts  in  his 
running  club.  Kids  were  free  to  color  in 
or  decorate  the  pictures  any  way  they 
wanted.  Rick  put  them  all  on  display  at 
the  front  of  the  store. 

“We  had  almost  a  hundred  contes¬ 
tants,”  beams  Rick,  “and  all  the  kids  who 
entered  got  a  first-place  ribbon  in  their 
age  and  category.  It  was  a  lot  of  fun.” 

My  favorite  was  the  one  by  the  2-year- 
old  entrant  who  drew  red  streaks  of  light¬ 
ning  across  the  entire  page.  His  award 
was:  “For  the  best  use  of  the  color  red.”  I 
also  liked  the  drawing  by  the  4-year-old 
who  won  “for  staying  inside  the  lines.” 

But  what  I  liked  best  of  all  was  that 
every  kid  got  a  ribbon  and  a  prize.  That’s 
the  way  it  should  be  for  our  children  every 
day  of  the  year. 

That’s  all,  you  all.  □ 


Write  It  Down 

Are  you  bursting  to  tell  your 
neighbors  your  dream  about 
the  Pigeon  Man?  Is  that  interview 
you  conducted  with  your  grand¬ 
mother  now  ready  for  prime  time? 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  would  be 
happy  to  consider  publishing  your 
work  in  the  paper.  We  have  two 
places  for  creative  writing.  The 
Last  Page  is  reserved  for  short 
fiction,  creative  nonfiction,  and 
poetry.  Bylines  is  our  column  for 
first-person  pieces  on  topics  of 
community  interest. 

Manuscripts  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  no  more  than 
1 ,500  words  for  the  Last  Page,  8(X) 
for  Bylines.  Send  them  to  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Please 
include  an  SASE  and  your  phone 
number.  Also,  note  that  if  we  take  a 
while  to  respond,  it’s  probably 
because  we  liked  it.  We’re  just 
busy  juggling  other  stories  and  our 
own  interviews  with  Grandma. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

611  Florida  Street  (near  18th  St.)  •  SF,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-8588 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 

Love  your  VW?  Wanna  keep  it  alive? 

We  offer  you  three  possibilities 

•  Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics  with  a 
combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair  experience. 

•  We  offer  a  unique  service  with  our  “do  it  yourself”  plan. 

Become  a  member  and  you  have  a  place  to  work,  the  tools 
you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job  done. 

•  We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes; 

►  A  VW  class  specifically  for  learning  about  your  air-cooled  VW 

►  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  for  men  and  women 

You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  covered. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  of  the  directions  you  choose. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

Open  7  days  a  week 


SAN  FRANaSCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


^  SAN  FRANCISCO 
pr  AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
^  (415)  285-8588 

FREE  BRAKE  AND 
SAFETY  INSPECTION 
($22  value) 


SANFR-ANOSCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)285-8588 


$10  OFF 
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Sputnik 

by 

Lindsay  Casablanca 


f  _ _ /  X  T  WAS  THE  LATE  '50s. 

- ^  and  Americans  everywhere 

were  convinced  the  Russians  were  com¬ 
ing  to  get  them.  The  Russians  had  just 
launched  Sputnik,  the  first  satellite. 
They  had  beat  the  United  States  to  the 
punch.  Sputnik  was  up  there  somewhere, 
telegraphing  an  uncertain  future. 

My  father  was  fascinated  with  the 
satellite,  and  its  implications.  He  had 
been  making  comments  about  it  ever 
since  the  launch.  As  I  watched  his  morn¬ 
ing  shaving  ritual  the  previous  day,  he 
mumbled,  “Can’t  let  it  happen.” 

That  morning,  he  had  read  in  the 
paper  that  the  satellite  would  pass  over¬ 
head  that  night,  and  he  wanted  to  get  a 
look  at  the  threatening  orb  himself. 
Ready  to  include  me  in  his  search, 
he  grabbed  the  old  Bushnell  binoculars 
after  dinner  and  called  me  out  into  the 
quiet,  lavender-scented  darkness  of  our 
back  yard. 

I  was  8  or  9  at  the  time,  and  happy 
to  accompany  my  father  on  one  of  his 
missions  of  discovery.  Long  before 
becoming  an  avid  futurist,  he  had  been  a 
dedicated  naturalist  by  avocation,  and  he 
had  passed  his  interest  in  the  natural 
world  on  to  me  through  the  many  after¬ 
noon  rambles  we  shared  in  the  hills 
above  our  house. 

One  morning  he  picked  the  small, 
gray,  furry  leaves  of  a  manzanita  bush. 
When  we  got  home  he  threw  them  into 
a  pot  of  water,  telling  me  that  tea  could 
be  brewed  from  them.  The  bitterness  of 
the  concoction  made  me  grimace,  but  I 
drank  it  down,  wanting  to  please  him. 
He  taught  me  the  names  of  the  plants  in 
the  area  —  Scotch  Broom,  Bull  Thistle, 
and  the  one  that  always  made  me  giggle 
when  he  said  it  in  a  deep  voice,  waving 
his  arm  in  a  formal  introduction: 
Dalmatian  Toadflax. 

He  knew  the  names  of  birds  and 
other  animals  too  —  Redheaded  Wood¬ 
pecker,  Meadow  Lark,  Redtailed  Hawk. 
Every  time  we  ventured  out  along  the 
dirt  trails,  he  reminded  me  to  watch  out 
for  rattlesnakes,  which  were  plentiful  in 
the  dry  brown  hills.  “Remember,  if  you 
see  a  snake,  don’t  move.  They  don’t  see 
well,  and  they  strike  at  what  moves,  so 
stay  still,”  his  litany  went.  I’d  nod  as  we 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you 
to  submit  fiction,  literary 
nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  possible 
publication  on  the  Last  Page. 
Please  mail  your  manuscript, 
which  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  forget 
to  send  a  phone  number.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
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strolled  along,  sure  that  he  could  save  me 
from  anything. 

Our  walks  had  become  more  and 
more  rare.  That  evening,  I  hoped  I 
would  learn  something  new  about  the 
sky,  and  also  that  it  would  be  more  like 
the  earlier  days,  my  father  and  me  doing 
something  together.  He  handed  me  the 
Bushnells,  and  went  back  into  the  house 
for  his  good  binoculars,  German-made 
Zeisses. 

I  was  proud  that  he  trusted  me  with 
the  Bushnells,  although  they  were  so 
heavy  I  could  barely  hold  them  up.  I 
scanned  the  heavens,  my  bony  elbows 
tucked  into  my  ribs  to  support  the 
binoculars’  weight,  until  he  came  back. 

When  he  returned,  he  was  mutter¬ 
ing  under  his  breath  again,  something 
about  the  world  getting  away  from  him. 
Realizing  he  was  talking  to  himself,  he 
stopped  and  pointed  upward.  Some¬ 
where,  he  said,  spinning  around  the  earth. 


low  voice  kept  me  close,  long  past  my 
bedtime.  He  stayed  out  even  longer,  fix¬ 
ated  on  the  tiny  blinking  object. 

Soon  after  that,  my  father  came 
home  one  night  with  plans  for  a  fallout 
shelter.  I  overheard  him  talking  with  my 
mother  about  it,  telling  her  that  a  lot  of 
people  were  building  them,  even  some  of 
our  neighbors.  It  sounded  like  a  neat  idea 
to  me  —  a  tunnel  would  be  built  in  the 
back  yard,  and  it  would  have  sleeping 
bags  and  even  canned  food  in  it.  There 
would  be  a  door  that  closed,  and  flash¬ 
lights,  and  a  radio  inside.  The  shelter 
would  be  a  big  fort,  ready-made  for 
games.  I  couldn’t  wait. 

My  mother  was  alarmed  at  the  idea. 
She  asked  about  the  cost,  and  about 
making  such  a  big  decision  so  fast.  And 
where  would  it  go?  Her  voice  had  a  tone 
in  it  I  hadn’t  heard  before  —  tentative, 
concerned.  My  father  insisted  the  shelter 
was  necessary.  We  had  to  keep  up  with 


That  morningt  he 
had  read  in  the  paper 
that  the  satellite 
would  pass  overhead 
that  nighty  and  he 
wanted  to  get  a  look  at 
the  threatening 
orb  himself. 


nightly  embrace,  the  only  contact  I  had 
with  him  during  the  week.  My  brother, 
too  young  to  stay  up,  never  saw  him. 

My  father’s  coursework  continued 
for  two  years.  By  then,  we  had  almost 
learned  to  ignore  his  absence.  When  he 
finally  got  his  diploma,  my  mother  and 
I  baked  him  a  cake  to  celebrate.  We  were 
looking  forward  to  getting  him  back,  to 
having  the  family  together  again.  He  sat 


was  a  small  bright  object.  It  was  our  job 
to  spot  it  among  the  numerous  constel¬ 
lations  we  had  been  studying  that  year. 

I  identified  several  of  our  favorite 
star  groups  —  the  Pleides,  Cassiopeia 
the  queen,  and  Ursa  Minor  —  but  did¬ 
n’t  see  any  satellite.  It  was  my  father  who 
finally  recognized  the  very  dim  but 
moving  pulse. 

It  could  barely  be  seen  with  the 
naked  eye,  but  the  binoculars  brought 
it  into  fuzzy  relief  I  didn’t  understand 
what  the  big  deal  was  —  it  didn’t  look 
like  much.  Even  Mars,  viewed  through 
binoculars,  had  more  presence.  But  my 
father  was  very  excited.  He  explained 
how  a  satellite  worked,  staying  in  orbit 
around  the  earth,  how  it  had  to  be 
launched  with  a  rocket.  He  rested  his 
hand  on  top  of  my  head  in  his  old 
familiar  way  as  he  talked.  I  began  to  catch 
his  enthusiasm  as  I  felt  the  warmth  from 
his  hand,  and  I  propped  the  binoculars 
up  again  to  have  another  look  at  the 
distant  thing  my  father  said  was  so  im¬ 
portant.  He  added  that  Sputnik  marked 
the  start  of  a  new  period  in  history  and 
that  everything  would  change.  He  said 
the  United  States  better  get  on  the  stick, 
or  it  would  be  left  behind. 

We  stood  companionably  in  the 
quiet  yard,  enjoying  the  smells  of  the 
evening.  I  eventually  tired,  still  finding 
our  original  constellations  more  mag¬ 
netic  than  the  interloper,  but  my  father’s 


the  times.  He  planned  to  build  it  himself, 
he  said,  and  he  was  going  to  start  that 
weekend  whether  she  wanted  him  to  or 
not.  They  argued  long  into  the  night.  I 
crammed  my  pillow  over  my  head  to 
shut  out  the  sound. 

He  never  did  start  the  fallout 

shelter.  But  several  weeks  later,  he 
told  us  he  had  enrolled  in  the  local  uni¬ 
versity’s  MBA  program.  He  would  be 
gone  at  night  during  the  week,  attending 
classes.  He  said  the  world  was  changing, 
and  he  felt  he  had  fallen  behind  and 
had  to  catch  up.  It  was  another  step  he 
was  convinced  he  had  to  take.  This  time 
he  took  it. 

He  spent  less  and  less  time  at  home. 
He  went  straight  from  work  to  class,  and 
by  the  time  he  got  in,  my  little  brother 
and  I  were  in  bed.  He’d  come  in  and  kiss 
me  goodnight  and  then  tiptoe  out  of  my 
room.  I  struggled  every  night  to  stay 
awake,  waiting  for  that  kiss,  inventing 
methods  to  keep  myself  from  drifting  off. 
By  moonlight.  I’d  count  the  big  flowers 
on  my  patterned  wallpaper,  or  work  on 
reciting  my  times  tables  for  school. 
Sometimes  I’d  just  pet  the  head  of  my 
beagle,  Sam,  and  tell  him  stories  while  he 
slowly  thumped  his  tail.  But  I  often  fell 
asleep  too  early  and  missed  my  father’s 


down  with  us  to  eat,  having  his  usual 
scoop  of  ice  cream  with  the  cake,  but  he 
seemed  distracted,  and  didn’t  talk  much. 
My  mother  looked  worried,  and  pushed 
the  cake  around  on  her  plate. 

A  week  later  my  father  flew  to 
New  York.  When  he  returned,  he 
packed  his  things  and  had  them  sent 
back  east.  He  had  accepted  a  job  in  New 
York  City,  with  a  company  developing 
something  new  called  a  credit  card. 
He  was  chasing  the  future  he’d  seen  in 
Sputnik’s  launch,  and  he  was  doing  it 
unencumbered  by  people  who  didn’t 
understand  his  urgency  to  catch  up  —  he 
was  going  alone. 

He  left  the  Bushnells  with  me.  Every 
time  the  paper  said  Sputnik  was  due  to 
fly  overhead,  I  went  out  into  the  yard.  I 
became  very  good  at  finding  it  with  the 
old  binoculars.  To  my  child’s  mind,  it 
had  turned  into  my  father,  ever  circling 
above  us,  remote,  harder  to  understand 
than  the  stars. 

Lindsay  Casablanca  is  a  freelance  writer 
and  researcher.  She  is  also  an  avid  swim¬ 
mer,  plunging  into  San  Francisco  Bay  on  a 
regular  basis  with  the  Dolphin  Club.  She 
and  her  family  live  on  Cesar  Chavez  Street, 
and  have  been  Noe  Valley  residents  for 
seven  years. 


